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$2
Buy StreetWise
only from a
badged vendor



By Bruce Crane
Executive Director

It is amazing all
the ways people
come up with to
assist StreetWise and
our vendors.  I hear
about many of them
and am involved

with some of them.  But I imagine there are
many more wonderful acts that I don't know
about.

Recently, we had six students from North
Dakota State University come to Chicago and
spend a day volunteering at StreetWise.  After a
tour and discussion, they grabbed rollers, brush-
es and ladders and started the arduous job of
priming our gray cinder block walls.  This will be
part of a bigger project that a different group of
board members and volunteers are spearhead-
ing to re-make our front area.  Currently, it’s a
spartan warehouse area with a few old, mostly
broken, cast-off desks, a couple chairs, and a dis-
organized hodgepodge of shovels, brooms, racks
of clothes and vending machines.  This will be
transformed using much volunteer muscle, and
wonderful donated furniture, into a living room
complete with multiple seating areas, large
tables, book shelves, and coffee tables.  This
space for our vendors will be not only a nice
refuge and addition to our computer learning
center, but it will reflect the pride they have in
their accomplishments and growing successes.
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Where the money goes...
Vendors buy StreetWise for 75 cents, and the remaining $1.25 goes directly to the licensed vendor. 

From the Director

For questions or comments regarding our vendor force, please
contact Greg Pritchett at (312) 829-2526 or at
gpritchett14@yahoo.com.

Look for the Badge!
Please purchase your copy of StreetWise from badged vendors only!

We believe that the atmosphere we all work in
sets the tone for the work we do.  Our vendors
deserve no less than the best atmosphere we
can provide, to enable them to succeed.  I'll keep
you posted as this project continues. 

This week my mailboxes held a few amazing
letters and emails.  One gentleman has an extra
apartment, that has been renovated, in a building
still undergoing major renovation.  He felt he
couldn't yet rent the apartment, with all the
commotion still going on in the building.  But he
felt the apartment shouldn't go to waste for a
few months.  He was offering the apartment to a
vendor he had come to know, rent free, for the
duration.  Another individual wrote that their
favorite vendor obviously was in need of med-
ical care that he couldn't afford and had no
access to.  On a anonymous basis, would I
arrange for him to get the care he needed, which
they would gladly pay for?   Finally, I got another
email from a gentleman who wanted to help his
favorite vendor get an apartment of his own.
Could he donate the money, earmarked for this
vendor, to get him started in an apartment?

Each one of these kind actions tugs on me
and reflects some of the best care we can show
for our fellow humans.  When each of these peo-
ple reach out and do what they can, be it to grab
a paint brush, or supply an apartment, they rein-
force why we do what we do at StreetWise.
Thank you all for bringing joy, accomplishment,
and respect to our vendors--and a feeling of awe
to me.
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George the Cyclist
As he is known on his blog—works
as a bike messenger in Chicago, and
uses his income to travel around the
world with his bike,
most recently to Africa
and China. 11page

Sci-Fi 4 features...

12 straight hours of

cheesy sci-fi movies at

Music Box, plus Reading

Under the Influence, and

the band Roche Moche

talks politics & creativity.
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Our Contributing Writers
Ginny Erwin has written nutrition and fitness articles for several
local and national publications, such as the Chicago Tribune and
On-Health magazine. She has a bachelor’s degree in nutrition
science and dietetics and a master’s degree in nutrition commu-
nications and marketing.

Cindy Kurman Barrie and Lee Barrie are the principals of
Kurman Communications, Inc., a Chicago-based marketing and
public relations agency. For more information, please call (312)
651-9000 or stay in the know by visiting their blog at www.got-
buzzatkurman.com.  For more DineWise features, subscribe to
http://dinewise-chicago.blogspot.com.

Helen Kiernan is a Chicago writer. She graduated from Columbia
College and contributes to a much filthier blog www.elephantzine.
blogspot.com.  Her hobbies include finger painting, gender-bend-
ing, and dream interpretation.  She thanks the StreetWise Dream
Team and Vendors for getting the word out.

Amanda Anderson is a student at Loyola University Chicago
majoring in Journalism and International Studies with a minor in
Photography. She has written and taken photographs for the LUC
Department of Fine and Performing Arts for the past four years.

Richard Eisenhardt is a lifelong Chicago theatre fan whose the-
atregoing experience traces over half a century. Richard's
reviews have appeared in StreetWise for 14 years and also Our
Village Publications.  Richard says "There is nothing like live
theatre - long may it live."

Mary Faith Hilboldt is a freelance writer and blogger, with a B.A.
in journalism from Marquette University,and a certificate from
Stanford University for a mass media institute in T.V. producing.
She shared two awards for feature writing from the Illinois
Woman’s Press Association with StreetWise editor Suzanne
Hanney. She blogs at postsfromparadise. blogspot.com.

From the Street

F
our advocacy groups working to end
homelessness and create affordable
housing in Chicago have released a
report demonstrating that unless the

state of Illinois passes comprehensive tax
reform, even more people will lose their hous-
ing and become homeless.

The report was based on a survey of home-
less service providers that offer the following
state-funded services: homelessness prevention,
emergency shelter, transitional housing, home-
less youth housing, and permanent supportive
housing. 

Survey results show that most providers are
struggling to keep their doors open in the wake
of dramatic budget cuts, delayed state pay-
ments, and the uncertainty of even more drastic
cuts in the future. Among the survey’s key find-
ings:
• About 1,300 people seeking shelter were
turned away in the month of January alone
because of the state budget crisis. That repre-
sents 9 percent of the total number agencies
were able to serve. 
• In total, the agencies surveyed are owed $10.2
million from the state in delayed payments. 
• On average, agencies have been forced to take
on $44,000 in additional debt in order to stay
afloat. 
• If homeless programs are cut substantially in
the FY2011 budget, 79 percent of agencies
would have to reduce services and 74 percent
would have to lay off staff, while 41 percent
would have to eliminate programs altogether.

• If homeless programs were to lose all their
state funding, more than 1,600 jobs in Illinois
would be lost. 
• Each year homeless programs leverage $48
million in federal funds that depend on a state
match. 

The report captures the devastating impact
of Illinois’s budget crisis on our efforts to end
homelessness and ensure that all Illinoisans
have safe, affordable housing. The state budget
crisis has reduced funding for homeless pro-
grams by nearly $10.7 million, or 23 percent. 

These cuts impact over 15,000 adults, teens,
and children annually. Without comprehensive
tax reform, Illinois will be forced to continue
borrowing and delaying payments on the backs
of human service providers, hurting vital small
businesses across the state and the people who
are counting on them. 

“While we appreciate Governor Quinn’s
commitment to raising revenue, his proposal to
raise the state income tax by 1 percent is total-
ly inadequate to meet the needs of our state. It
is an invitation to put off real solutions yet
again,” said Ed Shurna, executive director of the
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless. 

The report was prepared by the Chicago
Alliance to End Homelessness, the Chicago
Coalition for the Homeless, Housing Action
Illinois, and the Supportive Housing Providers
Association; all four organizations are members
of the Responsible Budget Coalition. 

To read the report in full, please visit
thechicagoalliance.org. 

Homeless advocates: state
cuts add to homelessness

The Department of Community Development’s first
deputy commissioner, Ellen Sahli, joined develop-
ment teams and other housing advocates in the
ground breaking for Branch of Hope Apartments, a
new supportive-housing development in Englewood.
The proposed 100-unit development, to be located

at 5628-5630 S. Halsted St., will be affordable to
low-income adults. Half the units will be reserved
for formerly homeless individuals with disabilities,
who will receive case management, job training, and
health-care services.
“We remain committed to working with our part-

ners to build affordable housing with in-site sup-
portive services so that residents in need will have
the opportunity to resume healthy and productive
lives,” Sahli said. “This development will provide
support for people who need it most.”
Branch of Hope Apartments will feature one-bed-

room residences at initial monthly rents starting at
$720. Apartments will be approximately 520 square
feet in size and will be made affordable to those
whose income does not exceed $26,400 for a sin-
gle-person household.

Interfaith Housing Development Corporation plans
to build two three-story buildings, mirror images of
each other containing 50 units each.
The buildings will be constructed in 18 city-owned

and 2 privately held vacant parcels along the west
side of Halsted between 56th and 57th streets.
Amenities will include activity rooms, a laundry
room, and on-site parking. A paved patio and land-
scaped area will connect the two buildings.
The $22.4 million development will be an example

of how green practices can be incorporated into
affordable-housing design and construction to mini-
mize environmental impact and reduce energy con-
sumption. For example, a geothermal heating and
cooling system will help lower utility costs; as a
result, the added savings will free up funds for other
uses, including supportive services for tenants.
The city will also invest up to $8.5 million in loans

and $13 million in bonds, providing $6.4 million in
equity. Other major investments will come from
grants and the Illinois Housing Department Authority.
For leasing information, call Interfaith Housing at

312-274-8200.

Branch of Hope Apartments break ground
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Open to the Poor
International Network of Street Papers Street News Service

WorldWise

By Beatrice Blank
Reprinted from Hinz & Kunzt, (Hamburg, Germany)

Up until now, those who wanted to get a
vendor ca rd to sell the Hamburg street paper
Hinz & Kunzt had to be homeless. Those who
managed to find an apa rtment a fter sta rting
the job were able to rema in vendors, but
society ha s changed—thanks to the econom-
ic recession, it’s not just the homeless who
a re suffering from abject poverty these days.
Now poor people who have a  home can a lso
become vendors so they can make money,
support themselves, and give their lives more
meaning. Bea trice Bla nk reports on the
changing role of the street paper.

Sixteen years ago Hinz & Kunzt started as a
street-paper project exclusively for the home-
less. “For at that time it was primarily homeless
people who were so poor that they had to
fight for their survival,” says Hinz & Kunzt
social worker Stephan Karrenbauer.

But times have changed.
“In previous years people have been asking

more often for a vendor ID, which we couldn’t
give them because they were not homeless,”
says Karrenbauer.  “It isn’t just homeless peo-
ple who are very poor. The staff are also aware
of other aid agencies in Hamburg—day accom-
modation facilities, food distribution points,
and charity shops are urgently needed by
more and more people. Families with children
cannot afford three meals a day. Low-income
earners collect deposits on bottles. Pensioners
stand on the pavement and hold their hands
out begging. These people too can sell the
Hamburg street magazine in the future.”

This is what Hinz & Kunzt’s management
and sales teams and its editors and publishers
have decided after many discussions and con-
sultations with its advisory board and part-
ners. Hinz & Kunzt was the last of the 37
German street newspapers that still only had
entirely homeless and formerly homeless
vendors.

One of its first new-style vendors is Mr.
Müller. He has been begging for years to make
ends meet. The pensioner hates talking about
it. It has never ceased to embarrass him, asking
strangers for money. His whole life he has put
his nose to the grindstone in coal mining and
building sites as a packer.  As an unskilled late
returnee from the former Yugoslavia, he never
had the chance to accumulate wealth, but “in
some way it was always enough”—until after
retirement.

Mr. Müller quickly notes, “The pension [just
under 750 euros] is not enough to live on.” He
saw no other solution than to hold out his
hand on a street in Hamburg’s West End.

But the time for begging is over for the 77-
year-old, as Müller is now one of Hinz &
Kunzt’s many vendors. Almost every day he
comes to the distribution center in the Old
Town alley to collect his supplies, but not too
many in one go, seeing as how the paper is
heavy. He can stand and offer issues of the
paper for one or two hours, but then he has to
sit down and rest a while.

Selling makes him happy. “I enjoy doing it.
It’s better than begging. It feels good to have
something in your hand, not merely holding
out an empty one.”

Many pensioners, and those receiving bene-
fits, live permanently at the financial limit.
Often they are lonely and have little social con-
tact. Hinz & Kunzt, like many street papers,
can help with that too. Selling the paper brings
more than a few euros.

“Our vendors will be regarded as people by
the citizens of Hamburg who take their fate
into their own hands. They are respected and
get encouragement,” says Karrenbauer.

This alleviates the difficult life of poverty a
little, and for new Hinz & Kunzt vendor
Carola Deffaa, that’s just as important as the
additional income. The trained geriatric nurse
hasn’t been able to practice her profession on
a regular basis for many years. She is mentally
ill, afraid of large groups of people, and puts
herself under great pressure if she gets the

feeling someone is expecting something from
her. The 51-year-old can’t cope with a regular
job, but she would still like to have a task, a
function, something to do in life.

“I get depressed sitting at home all the time,
because I am always alone,” she says. Thoughts
about her illness circle in her head, as well as
thoughts about her finances, that she wants to
work but can’t, and what happened in the past
that made her ill.

Now Deffaa is selling the paper instead of
brooding. She can divide her time as she pleas-
es. Nobody controls her presence or her per-
formance. “At the moment I am doing really
well,” she says.

Deffaa is allowed to sell 133 newspapers
without her benefits being reduced. That
applies to her as well as all of Germany’s recip-
ients of unemployment benefits.

She can accept gifts, of course, such as ther-
mal insoles, which were given to her by a con-
cerned woman, or homemade chocolates,
from another female customer.

“At first I found [all the] attention quite
embarrassing,” Deffaa says. “But in the mean-
time I’m just glad that I am allowed to be a
part of it.”

© Street News Service: www.street-papers.org“Families with children cannot afford three
meals a day. Low-income earners collect
deposits on bottles. Pensioners stand on the
pavements and hold their hands out begging.
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By Ginny  Erwin
StreetWise Contributor, www.ginetics.org

In many scientific
circles the obesity
epidemic is viewed
as stemming from
our “obesogenic” cul-
ture. I have a better
term—I call it the
S.O.Y.B. Syndrome,
otherwise known as
the Sitting on Your
Butt Syndrome.
Historically, man has

evolved to move around constantly during wak-
ing hours; our bodies were made to move every
hour or so.

Walking, bending, reaching, running a little,
then gently walking some more—this is how
humans were made to move.  This way of living
provided enough activity so that our bodies
efficiently utilized calories.  In modern times
we sit for extremely long periods of time in
front of computers at work, then drive to the
gym and stress our bodies out for an hour or so
on gym equipment, then drive home and sit
and eat. Does this sound out of balance with
how our bodies were designed to move? Yes!

The fallout from this “new” way of living is
now negatively affecting our children. Recent
data suggests that many children are being diag-
nosed with adult diseases such as high blood
pressure, high cholesterol, and type 2 diabetes;
almost all are related to high weight gain.

FoodWise with Ginny Erwin

DineWise
By Lee Barrie & Cindy Kurman Barrie
StreetWise Contributors 

Bittersweet brings the joy of the
French Patisserie to Lakeview

When we travel to France or the French
Caribbean, each morning we head to the local
patisserie to enjoy some fabulous croissants or
brioche and café au lait. 
What makes patisseries so noteworthy is that

they are everywhere. Even the small towns have
their local, colorful patisserie—it’s “everyman’s”
way of having breakfast, as well as the place to
go for wonderful baked goods that are perfect
any time of the day. 
The patisserie is a celebration of baking talent,

ingenuity and aesthetics, making it the perfect

place to go for a tasty and stimulating start to the
day.
Luckily, Chicagoans don’t have to travel further

than the Lakeview neighborhood to enjoy an
authentic French pat isserie experience. Acclaimed
pastry chef Judy Contino opened Bittersweet over
a decade ago and has built a fiercely loyal follow-
ing—for good reason. 
The glass display cases are filled with delicate

and delicious goodies, made with skill and tender
loving care, just as in France.
We stopped in for breakfast recently

(Bittersweet also serves lunch) and took stock of
all the wondrous things that make Bitt ersweet so
special. Our journey started by comfortably sitting
down at a handsome marble top table and peering
about the room. The ceiling fans and the clean,
white walls make for a comfortable, unpretentious
décor. Classical music permeates the room—it’s
serene and welcoming.
On the wall is a handwritten breakfast menu

board. Signature breakfast items include the

quiche du jour and homemade granola, both
served with fruit. Other choices include apple
French toast and a vegetable frittata panini.
The breakfast goodies are amazing. We shared

two homemade scones, one apricot and one gin-
ger- peach—as good as scones get. The break-
fast pastry display is a sight for tired eyes. 
Gorgeous croissants, scones, brioche, pecan

rolls, tea bread and muffins. It’s almost impossible
to decide what to choose. 
On weekends, when traffic is heavier, there are

even more croissant varieties to choose from.
To accompany the scones, we enjoyed cappuc-

cino made with the excellent Italian Illy coffee.
The friendly staff is more than happy to make
your espresso beverage the way you like it. Try a
mocha or a café au lait. 
Other beverages include hot chocolate and fresh

orange juice. A variety of unique carbonated bev-
erages are  also available.
The display cases feature beautifully executed

baked goods; there is a steady stream of cus-

S.O.Y.B. Syndrome
Weight management in children should be
undertaken with extreme care since they’re still
growing and developing. 

This is where body composition tools can be
extremely effective. Growth charting for chil-
dren should be done by a doctor (or a parent in
lieu of a doctor). The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) has released
new growth charts for children; visit kids-
growth.com for more information.

What can be done today? Start by limiting
your child’s screen time—TV, computer, video
games, cell phone—and get him or her moving.
Children who are sedentary should begin with
low-intensity exercise for short periods of time
and gradually increase the length of activity. For
example, start with a 10-minute walk and slow-
ly increase the amount of time over a two-week
period.

Play with your children outside or inside.
Take the stairs with your child. Encourage
unstructured physical activity. Pick up a jump
rope and jump, kick around a soccer ball, skip
or play tag.

When it comes to snacking, always offer fruit,
milk, or water first. Don’t use soda or candy as a
reward for activity—this can lead to overcon-
sumption. Save those foods for special occa-
sions only. 

Building good living habits in children can be
done with proper guidance and support!

For more nutrition and fitness tips, visit
ginetics.org.

Apple Tacos (serves 1)

FoodWise Shopping List:
• 6 Dried apple slices
• ½ Cup apple sauce
• 1 Tablespoon light brown sugar
• ¼ Teaspoon ground cinnamon

Ginny’s Cooking Instructions:
• Lay dried apple slices on a flat plate.
• In a small bowl mix, apple sauce, brown
sugar and cinnamon.
• Using a spoon, even-
ly divide apple sauce
onto slices.
• Gently bring two
slices together to
make a “taco”.
• Enjoy right away, or
chill for 30 minutes

Nutritional Info
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tomers buying these items to go. You’ll find cook-
ies, biscotti, cupcakes, coffee cake, tarts, bars,
macaroons, cakes, custards, mousses, tartlets,
truffles, and breads. Bittersweet’s cakes are leg-
endary; call a day or two in advance and you can
order a personalized birthday cake, made to order.
Walking around Bittersweet, we smiled at the

special attractions making this patisserie more
than a simple bake shop. 
There is a gelato display case with several fla-

vors of ice cream and sorbets. Add hot fudge or
caramel sauce for decadent joy.
Along the walls are shelves and tables display-

ing packaged foods and children’s gifts. There are
Bittersweet-branded nuts and snacks, perfect
accompaniments to the pastries.
You’ll find packages of the spectacular Terry’s

Toffee, made in Chicago. There is an assortment
of bottled French fruit syrups which, when com-
bined with club soda or seltzer, make for a won-
derful homemade soda pop, or use them as an ice
cream topping.

Bittersweet Pastry Shop
1114 W. Belmont
Chicago, IL
(773) 929-1100
www.bittersweetpastry.com

Hours:
7 a.m. – 7 p.m., Tuesday through Friday
8 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday and Sunday

Closed Monday

Prices:
Tarts: $20-30
Cakes: $24-$100 (for custom cakes)
Cookies: $15/lb

12 Angry Men at Raven Theatre
The Raven Theatre on Clark

Street is doing its second
show of the season which is
the courtroom drama from
1954 Twelve Angry Men by
Reginald Rose. Raven is a non-
equity storefront theatre that
does some tough productions
with high-caliber actors.
Twelve Angry Men runs one
hour and 45 minutes but it is

fast moving with engrossing acting in this all male cast. The show is under
the direction of Aaron Todd Douglas of the Congo Square Theatre.

Since turning 21 and being a voter, I've been on jury duty eight times.
I loved being on jury duty and listening to the testimony of the witness-
es.  I've been on cases where after two or three days they were settled
out of court, one where we came to a verdict, some where I wasn’t
picked to be on the panel and another where we had a hung jury due to
one jury member who lied when he said he wasn’t prejudiced.
Fortunately I've never had to serve in criminal court.  The strong cast for
the show are Fernando Albiar, Steve Herson, Christopher Brown, Reginald
Vaughn, C.L. Brown, Ron Quade, Leonard Kraft, Dwight Soro and Eddie
Diaz.

The story deals with a 16-year old ethnic young man who is accused of
killing his abusive father with the charge of first degree murder. In a crim-
inal murder case where a verdict of guilty hangs over the accused, the dis-
trict attorney must prove the defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt
before a death penalty can be issued.  Eleven of the jurors find the plain-
tiff guilty but the exception is the twelfth juror who by day is an archi-
tect. C.L. Brown stands his ground and refuses to find him guilty. 

Dan Loftus, who has been around Chicago theater for a long time, is
one who could come to blows with his arguments—he is a man who has
father and son issues.  The show packs a wallop and gives audiences
something to remember and think about. If you're about to go on jury
duty make it a point not to miss this show. Twelve Angry Men runs
through April 17. For show times and reservations call 773-338-2177.
Tickets are $25-$30.

—Richard Eisenhart

Mort Sahl & Dick Gregory
at the Lakeshore Theatre

Dick Gregory and
Mort Sahl were instru-
mental in paving the
way for comics such as
Lenny Bruce, Flip
Wilson, George Carlin
and Richard Pryor, who
all sited the two octoge-
narians as primary influ-
ences. Both men’s
names are present on
Comedy Central's list of
the 100 Greatest Stand-
up Comedians of All
Time.

“It’s such an honor to
be able to present either

one of these two legendary performers” said Lakeshore Theater artistic
director and co-owner Chris Ritter. “Having the opportunity to see both
of them in one evening is simply a once-in-a-lifetime event.”

Lauded for his fearless brand of political satire and incisive view of the
human condition, Mort Sahl was the first humorist on the cover of Time,
the first performer to make a comedy album, and the first non-musician
to win a Grammy. He has been under contract at every major television
network and was the first to pioneer live comedy on college campuses.
As a writer, Mort is credited with 18 screenplays. 

Getting his start right here in Chicago’s Playboy Club in1961, Dick
Gregory has been making comedy waves ever since.  His 1996 critically
acclaimed one-man show, Dick Gregory Live! was hailed as one of the
greatest stand-up performances in history. His most recent book, Ca llus
On My Soul, was his second autobiography and quickly became a best
seller within weeks of publication.

Apr 13-15 8 p.m.;  Apr. 16 7:30 p.m.;  April 17 3 & 8 p.m.; ($39.50-49.50)
Lakeshore Theatre, 3175 N. Broadway Chicago, IL 60657 Box Office 773-
472-3492.

What a pleasant morning adventure! Try making
Bittersweet a regular part of your morning break-
fast or weekly pastry-shopping routine. You’ll
know the meaning of joie de vivre (in Chicago).
Bonjour, nous amis.

BOSSIP.COM & SHECKYMAGAZINE.COM

Dick Gregory
at left, and
Mort Saul.
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Events Calendar: April 7-13
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At Left: Alvin Langdon Coburn
British, 1882-1966
Henri Matisse Working from
Back (II) to Back (III), May 13,
1913 

Top: Henri Matisse.
Bathers by a River
1909–10, 1913, 1916–17.

Above: Henri Matisse
French, 1869-1954
The Manila Shawl, 1911

W e d n e s d a y
Authors Peter Schilling Jr. (The End of
Baseball) and Delphine Pontvieux
(ETA: Estimated Time of Arrest) read
from their brand-new books at RUI:
Reading Under the Influence, fea-
turing interactive trivia and prizes.
Joining them are 2nd Story ensemble
member Kim Morris and local writer
Brendan Detzner; all four will also
read short selections from recogniza-
ble published work related to April’s
theme, “Openings.” 7:30 p.m. (fol-
lowed by cocktails and conversation
with the authors), Sheffield’s, 3258 N.
Sheffield Ave. $3 cover. For more
info, call 773-281-4989 or visit
readingundertheinfluence.com.

T h u r s d a y
Chicago Golden Gloves offers ama-
teur boxing matches for men and
women at novice and open-division
levels; open-division winners will
represent Chicago at the national
tournament. Thu-Sat 8 p.m., St.
Andrews Gym, 1658 W. Addison St.
$20-$50. For more info, visit chica-
gogoldengloves.com.

F r i d a y
Expanding upon its visual art theme,
the Chicago Arts District Second
Fridays Gallery Night (second Friday
of each month, 6-10 p.m.), a walking
tour of about 30 spots in the Pilsen
neighborhood, adds performance art
and shopping opportunities to its ros-
ter of opening receptions at indie gal-
leries. The participating venues are
Artpentry, 1827 S. Halsted St.; South
Halsted Gallery, 1825 S. Halsted;
Deliciously Vintage, 1747 S. Halsted;

Temple Gallery, 1749 S. Halsted;
Chicago Art Department, 1837 S.
Halsted; EP Theater, 1820 S. Halsted;
Rooms Productions, 645 W. 18th St.;
Logsdon 1909, 1909 S. Halsted; and
Vespine Gallery, 1907 S. Halsted.
Maps can be picked up at the Arts
District information center, located at
1821 S. Halsted. Free. For more info,
call 312-738-8000, ext. 108, or visit
chicagoartsdistrict.org.

S a t u r d a y
Sci-Fi Spectacular 4 features more
than 12 hours of science-fiction fun
with host Rusty Nails. Highlights
include vintage 35-millimeter trailers,
screenings of rare films, and an
appearance by director Larry Cohen
(It’s Alive, Q). Dealer tables, prizes,
giveaways, and a benefit auction for
Vital Bridges round out the festivities.
Sat 11:30 a.m.-Sun 2 a.m., Music Box
Theatre, 3733 N. Southport Ave. $20-
$24. 

Schedule:
11:30 a.m.: Trailer trash session (hor-
ror, sci-fi and comedy trailers); 12
p.m.: Them; 2 p.m.: Planet of the
Vampires; 3:30 p.m.: John
Carpenter's Dark Star; 5:15 p.m.:
Flash Gordon; 7:30 p.m.: Q the
Winged Serpent; 10 p.m.: Lifeforce
12 a.m.: John Carpenter's They Live.

T u e s d a y
Chicago Underground Comedy A
rotating lineup of five or more comics
from Second City, I.O. and national
clubs. Doors open at 8:45 p.m. Show
starts at 9:30 p.m. Beat Kitchen, 2100
W. Belmont Ave. Tickets and info at
312-719-5476 or www.chicagounder-
groundcomedy.com. $5.

By Mary Faith Hilboldt
StreetWise Contributor
In the Art Institute of Chicago’s new

exhibit Matisse: Radical Invention,
1913-1917, which runs through June 20
and is cosponsored by New York’s
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), the bright
neon colors most people associate with
Henri Matisse’s paintings are gone.
Instead, a greater use of black and

gray—and textured, layered, more muted
colors—predominate. The exhibit also
includes sculptures, drawings, and prints
of Matisse’s in this oeuvre. The differences
represent both his influences and his new
direction compared to his earlier, brighter
work. 
One of those influences was World War

I, a war Matisse could not fight due to a
heart condition but which was always on
his mind. Describing his angst during this
time, he said, “I who have remained with
my brushes . . . am sickened by all of the
upheaval to which I am not contributing—
and it seems to me that my place is not
here. I work as much as I can . . . I cannot
say that this is not a struggle—but it is
not the real one.”
Another major influence was cubism, a

geometric form of painting Matisse
embraced in his own way, calling it
“methods of modern construction.”
The most notable of his cubist-inspired

works is Bathers by a River, a huge can-
vas conveying his new, modern style.
Painted in minimal pastel colors, the
bathers’ forms look formidable, even
chunky, because of Matisse’s newly con-
structed geometric shapes. He worked on
Bathers by a River throughout the five
years the AIC exhibit represents.
Another example of his geometric paint-

ing is The Piano Lesson, a scene depicting
the artist’s son Pierre playing the piano at
their home in Issy-les-Moulineaux, France.
A nearby window depicts the light coming
into the room as well as the green, trian-

gular garden outside.
The Moroccans, filled with light and

bold geometric shapes, illustrates
Matisse’s use of black as a color of light,
not darkness; painted when he was in
Morocco, its terra cotta colors are divided
by the use of black as part of the light. 
Other paintings from Nice, located in

the south of France, where Matisse moved
in 1917, bring the colors of light to play in
his paintings. For instance, in The Window,
the day’s bright light shows through the
window’s curtains.
The exhibit’s selection of paintings

includes portraits, like the one of Matisse’s
daughter Marguerite, entitled Head, White
and Rose. Boxy, bold lines of pink and
black catch the eye, and the only element
in the painting that’s not constructed geo-
metrically is her jeweled necklace. As he
was working on it, Matisse said to
Marguerite, “This painting wants to take
me somewhere. Are you willing to join me
on this journey?” 
In the same studio where he created

The Moroccans and The Piano Lesson,
Matisse assembled his last sculpture,
Back. A long ponytail seemingly divides
the female subject’s large legs as it cas-
cades down her back; the sculpture
shows the marks of the strong tools that
were used to make it.
At the end of the exhibit there’s a digital

presentation of the artist’s work, including
the various stages of painting that went
into Bathers by a River.
The presentation also shows Matisse

painting a woman in a white dress, from a
documentary made when he was an older
man. It’s fascinating to watch him quickly
paint her curly hair but slowly, meticulous-
ly detail her eyes. It’s difficult to believe
that in 1913 Matisse said, “The truth is
that painting is a thing that disappoints
greatly . . . I find scant satisfaction in it. It
is the beginning of a very painful effort.”
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by Helen Kiernan
StreetWise Contributor

Roche Moche is French for “ugly rock,” guttural
screaming from the Sea of Filth. 
I sat down with the band in their practice space in

an old hotel on Howard Street—which they may soon
be forced to vacate due to noise complaints—a year
after they first got together here to play. The walls are
covered with graffiti and skeletal sketches from many
hands. Even before the amps are plugged in, there’s
electricity in the air. The band members often talk all at
once, finish each other’s sentences, and burst into fits
of giggles.
“It’d be like two o’clock in the morning,” they tell me

of the band’s formation, “and there’d be like six people
sitting around the table crocheting, playing instru-
ments, writing . . . sometimes we’d go sit by the lake
and watch the birds . . . it was this very organic, com-
munal sort of thing.” Roche Moche has since flour-
ished into an underground sensation, due in no small
part to hard work and dedication.
“We haven’t practiced in a week!” they keep saying.

“For us that’s like a year.” 
Roche Moche is best ingested live. Whitney “Knife

Hands” Allen Leigh, grooving on bass, screeches, bel-
lows, and moans into the microphone as Dave “Tank
Dawg” Greve jumps around the stage jamming on his
guitar and Josiah “Bullet Growl” McGaughey bangs the
drums with a vengeance. 
“I feel great onstage,” Dave says. “I just can’t stop

moving. I don’t know why. There’s just so much s--- in
the air.” 
“It can be nerve-racking, but that’s part of the fun,”

says Whitney, adding, “I like to embody the filth,” a ref-
erence to one of the band’s songs.
Leaving her stage persona behind after shows can

be strange, she says. “I’ll later be in my own home-
body mode, like straight drinking tea and crocheting
with my cat, and I’ll look back to when I was perform-
ing and grin a little bit, and just be pleased that I could
do that.”
And the crowd responds, whether swarming the

stage at the Mutiny or in somebody’s attic space in
Pilsen. They foam into a frenzy, stripping down and
moshing, hypnotized by the slinking bass lines, crash-
ing cymbals, twanging guitar, and feedback-blurred
lyrics that cry out “Dropping dropping dropping, all
them bombs / Poison in the streets” over recordings of
WWII broadcasts in “Baghdad Pups.” Or consider the
mesmerizing English and French lyrics of
“Mensonges”:

Reality’s got a hold of me, got a hold of me, got a hold of me
No nightmares, no daydreams, no nothing, no nothing
Stick figures in my peripheral
Oh, reality’s got a hold of me
Et l’histoire toujours me donne les mensonges

That last line roughly translates to “The history I’m
handed is always lies.” But despite the prevalence of
politically charged imagery in Roche Moche’s lyrics
and on their Web site, rochemoche.com, “we’re not
any sort of political band, necessarily,” says Josiah,
who is incredibly vibrant and outspoken. Nor, he adds,

are they merely “a bunch of pissed-off kids.”
“Things piss us off, sure,” jokes Dave, but their

music, as Josiah says, “doesn’t have anything to do
with the government . . . it has everything to do with
just creating.” It’s as if to say that being obsessed with
war has nothing to do with politics but is simply an
aesthetic, human reaction to the world. 
Roche Moche aren’t antipolitical, either. Josiah tells a

story about getting tear-gassed at an anti-Klan rally in
his hometown in Georgia and Whitney recalls learning
peaceful resistance techniques at a Pride rally, while
Dave, the quietest member of the band (but also the
cut-up), is more vaguely anarchistic in his comments
about “smashing up buildings” as a teen.
As for their French lyrics, Whitney says, “I studied it

enough to be crudely fluent,” but it’s “more abstract”
for her as a second language, and when she’s singing
“the words rise up naturally, and they just happen to
be in French. It flows easier for me somehow. And I
think it’s really beautiful too, and I like to hear it in this
more . . . punk sense. It’s oftentimes put on this
pedestal ’cause it’s so flowery and pretty, and I want to
hear it grotesquely.” She says she hopes the audience
isn’t alienated by the French lyrics, but jokes that they
probably don’t understand many of the English ones,
either.  
The union of the grotesque and the melodic is also a

fitting description of Roche Moche’s sound. In “A La
Musée,” for example, a flute is heard over the song’s
harsh, throbbing chords. “I’m a woodwinder,” Whitney
grins. “I got lungs like a blowfish.” 
The band recently put out an EP, available at

rochemoche.com, and are hoping to create an inde-
pendent label in the near future. They speak of relish-
ing their freedom and not wanting to “screw or be
screwed” in the business world, but they acknowledge
that a band needs money to accomplish the sorts of
things they want to accomplish.
A map of the U.S. is hung on a wall, with pins mark-

ing plans for a midwest tour. Roche Moche want to
start a “tour exchange” with other bands and travel to
Brazil, France, and Ethiopia. “I want to perform for
kids,” Whitney says. “Children are receptive and need
to be informed of all persuasions of sound and
expression.”
That seems a bit unlikely as we talk about what’s

played on the radio—mostly the lazy, the unimagina-
tive—and what isn’t—the “true current of the culture,”
as Whitney puts it, that often lingers underground.
Roche Moche talk at length about the bands and artists
that inspire them: Charles Mingus, Black Flag, the
Pixies, Bikini Kill, Sonic Youth, Joy Division, the Beach
Boys.
“I’m a big fan of anything overwhelming,” Whitney

says, “anything that can really bring you to the brink.”
Waking up early in the morning to a miserable winter

snow and the drudgery of another workday, I stick on
my headphones to listen to the recording I’ve made of
the band’s practice session, and I have one of those
overwhelming moments where a song just takes you
out of this world. I peak, rise above it all, and sail away
on the Sea of Filth. 

—Jordan Ramsier contributing

Cruising on the Sea of Filth:
An Interview with Roche Moche
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Bicycle diaries:
Messenger to Chicago, traveler across the world

By Amanda Anderson
StreetWise Contributor

A
s a bike messenger, George
Christensen rides all over the
city of Chicago delivering
packages strapped to the
back of his bike. As a bike
tourist, he rides all over the
cities of the world learning

about different cultures; he’s been to Sweden,
Thailand, India, Japan, China, and, most
recently, Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya. 

Christensen gives slide-show presentations of
his trips at the Lincoln-Belmont branch of the
Chicago Public Library. 

“He’s here during the coldest months of the
year. It’s usually hard to draw a crowd during
the winter, but not for him, getting up to 75
people to come. He’s very popular among the

biking community in Chicago,” said an attendee
of Christensen’s most recent slide show who
wishes to remain anonymous. “He’s everything
you’ve heard of and more. His trips are sheer
adventure. He’s an amazing, amazing man.” 

After discussing Christensen’s travels with
him in a Q & A via e-mail, I learned that his elat-
ed fan was quite right.

How long have you been a bike messenger?

I started messengering in December of 1989 at the
age of 38 after a six-month, 10,000-mile ride down
the length of South America. My first day on the job,
my dispatcher thought I was a bit old to be a mes-
senger and asked, “Can you remember how to ride a
bike?” I didn’t say anything. The next day, after I’d
gotten off to a great start, he wanted to know if I’d

ever been a messenger before. I had long been
curious to experience what it was like to be a bicycle
messenger, but I’d never had the opportunity. 

How did you get into the business of bike mes-
sengering?

I was drawn to messengering because I like to ride
my bike and discovered the job was as satisfying
and as much fun as I hoped it would be, though the
first week or so was an eye-opener. It was initially
much harder than I anticipated, and made me glad I
was doing it just out of curiosity and not to make a
living. But I also realized once I learned the tricks of
the trade I could make a fair amount of money at it.
Within a month I had established myself and was
making more money than I needed.

In a society constantly trying to “go green,” have
you seen an increase in people wanting things
delivered by bike? Or maybe an increase in bike
messengers in general?

I see more people riding bikes in Chicago, but mes-
sengering is in decline with the economic slowdown.

What’s the weirdest thing you’ve delivered?

I’ve delivered eyes to an eye bank in a large styro-
foam container latched to the rack on the back of my
bike.

In terms of funding, does being a bike messenger
during the winter sufficiently support your
travels?

I began saving a couple thousand dollars a year, and
after 15 years had saved and invested enough that
my investments were earning me enough to live on. I
continued messengering for the joy of it and still
traveled six months of the year. With the economic
slowdown, messengering isn’t quite as lucrative, so
I’ve been on a couple-year sabbatical from the work,
devoting myself even more so to travel—eight
months on the road last year.

What do you do when the elements are undesir-
able—rain, snow, hard head winds?

Every trip and every day has its challenges: wind,
rain, heat, rough roads, communicating with people,
finding food. I accept those challenges. They make
the riding all the more satisfying.

Have you ever had a trip you didn’t enjoy?

I can’t say I’ve had a “worst” trip. Some have just
been more challenging than others. Crossing India
was probably the most difficult—dealing with the
hoards of curious people, the rough roads, and the
honking traffic. I had considered cutting that trip
short when I arrived in Calcutta, but was revived
there and continued on up to Kathmandu, the
ultimate destination of my trip.

Cover Story        

Travel is a greatly
stimulating and
broadening experi-
ence, submerging
one's self into other
cultures and worlds. 

—George Christensen

“
PHOTO BY AMANDA ANDERSON
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I take pride in being an
ambassador for the bike
and for my country.“

What has been your biggest accomplishment?

Among my most triumphal trips was biking up the
Alaskan Highway back before it was paved, reaching
the Alaskan border through the Yukon and British
Columbia after over 1,000 miles of gravel. I couldn’t
speak about that moment of reaching Alaska for
months afterward without choking on my emotions. I
had invested so much effort into it. It was also very
extremely exhilarating to reach the tip of South
America after five months and 8,000 miles. Fewer
people have biked South America from top to bottom
than have climbed Mount Everest.

Have you experienced any kind of traveler’s
sicknesses?

No sickness on this trip or hardly ever. The worst was
coming down with hepatitis in India, though it took a
while to incubate and didn’t fully manifest itself until
shortly after I returned to Chicago. I just felt weak
and run-down my last couple of weeks in India, then
I was totally wiped out when the disease fully struck,
and could do nothing for a month.

Talk about your trip to China. Because there are
many media restrictions and governmental
censorship on media outlets, was it difficult to
maintain your blog? 

There was no blogging in China, something the
government had halted about a year ago, not wanting
free exchange of opinions among its citizens.
However, the people were generally in good spirits,
enjoying a prosperity they never could have imag-
ined. People were amazingly hospitable and gener-
ous, going out of their way to be of assistance to me.

Could you elaborate about how they’re experienc-
ing this prosperity amid communism, and this
idea that China is becoming a more consumerist
culture?

Free enterprise is running rampant in China. It was
eased into the country in the early ‘80s in several
special economic zones. The chief one was Shenzen
bordering Hong Kong—it was so successful Shenzen
has grown to a city of 10 million. China now has
more billionaires than any country other than the U.S.
People have been inspired to work hard to have
things they never imagined. More than half the
population has a cell phone, and TVs are so common
vendors at roadside stands have them. Not so long
ago food was rationed and milk was a rarity; now
there are stores bulging with all manner of goods.
Walmarts are to be found in all large cities, with
grocery stores as well stocked as any in the U.S.
Not everyone is rich or has a job or has everything
they want, but the masses are not mired in poverty,
just scraping by. Larger cities have pedestrian malls
full of Western stores, from Nike to Starbucks.

You were most recently in Africa, biking around
Lake Victoria. How would you compare your
experience in Africa to that in China?

The biggest difference between China and Africa is
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A,B: George biking
& camping across
China.  

C: George passing
an ornate Chinese
gas station.

Fishermen
unloading the
day's catch in
Tanzania.

George with goat.  

Below, George
with goat stew.

George talking
with locals in
Tanzania.

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN ALLEN (CHINA) & GEORGE AKITANDA (AFRICA).
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the industriousness and ambition of the people.
People continually asked me for money [in eastern
Africa], something that never happened in China and
rarely anywhere else I’ve traveled, even in the four
countries of southern Africa [South Africa,
Mozambique, Swaziland, and Lesotho] I biked last
year. This will definitely not go down as one of my
favorite trips. China was definitely sensational, a
place I am eager to return to. 

What is your take on this difference between
people’s behavior in southern Africa and eastern
Africa, based on your experience there?

Those countries [in southern Africa] were a marked
contrast to the three I’ve visited on this trip. These
countries have been corrupted by an abundance of
Western aid organizations, from churches to NGOs to
tourists going to the game preserves lavishing money
on them, making them think we have more money
than we know what to do with. People aren’t bashful
in asking for some.

Because of your interest in independent film,
have you considered making a documentary of
one of your trips?

People are always telling me I ought to write a book,
and some suggest someone ought to do a documen-
tary on me. I just prefer to concentrate my efforts on
the riding, though I do write a bit. I’ve always done
this for the joy and purity of it, not to make money
from it.

Why do you think this kind of bike touring is so
important and rewarding?

Travel is a greatly stimulating and broadening experi-
ence, submerging one’s self into other cultures and
worlds. I greatly enjoy reading about other places
and watching movies about them, but it does not
compare to the satisfaction and joy of living and
experiencing it firsthand at such a grassroots level as
the bicycle allows. I take pride in being an ambassa-
dor for the bike and for my country.

People in foreign lands aren’t accustomed to meeting
Americans such as me. Most people think I am
German or Dutch to be traveling in such a way. Even
at the Tour de France, people are astounded that an
American is following the race in such a nonaffluent
and challenging manner. I don’t carry an American
flag, but I’m not hesitant at all to let people know my
nationality. Most people are thrilled to meet an
American, even in Cuba and Venezuela, where their
governments portray America as the enemy. 

I travel too as a surrogate for many who can’t. I have
many friends and readers who say I’m leading their
dream life; I would have said the same thing before I
fully embraced it. I have become someone I would
have liked to have met in my younger days.

For more adventures visit georgethecyclist.blogspot.com

The Second-Annual YL 5K benefiting Young Life on
the North Shore will take place on Saturday May, 14 at
Northwestern University (2311 Campus Dr. Evanson).
Young Life is a Christian international, non-profit organi-
zation that is working locally with high school and junior
high students on the North Shore as they navigate the
turbulence of adolescence. People of all ages and abilities
are welcome.  There will be race prizes awarded in 4
divisions:  High School, College, Adult under 40 and Adult
40+.  Cost to register is $15 with a student ID or $35 for
other adults.  Registration includes race T-shirt and SWAG
bag. For more information, contact Samantha Curley at
847.328.6270 or 630.913.7264. To register, visit
www.northshore.younglife.org.

Run For Hungry Children works with Bright Hope to help
thousands of people around the globe who are living in
poverty, especially malnourished children. This 5K event
will take place on May 15 in three Chicagoland locations:
Hoffman Estates, West Chicago and Woodstock.
Registration online is $10. Race-day registration is $35
for people 18+ and $15 for ages 5-17. For more informa-
tion, contact Mike Wiersema at 224.520.6100 or
mike.wiersema@brighthope.org. To register, visit
www.runforhungrychildren.org. 

The Chicago Ride Of Silence will gather at the Eternal
Flame in Daley Plaza at 6:30 p.m. and depart at 7 p.m on
May 19. The 10-mile route will pass the sites of crash
victims. Many sites are marked by Ghost Bikes, which are
memorials to fallen cyclists. The Ride of Silence is a free
ride, hosted in hundreds of cities worldwide, that aims to
raise the awareness of motorists, police, and city officials
that cyclists have a legal right to the public roadways. The
ride is also a chance to show respect for those who have
been killed or injured. For more information, contact
Elizabeth at rideofsilence. Chicago@gmail.com or visit
www.rideofsilence.org/chicago.

Kick off your Chicago summer with a car-free bike ride
down Lake Shore Drive! Bike the Drive on May 30, pro-
vides hours of uninterrupted bicycling. Whether you want
to take your family or you want to see how many miles
you can get in, soak up the sun and discover why nothing
beats Chicago's summers. $37 for Active Transportation
members and $42 for non-members. Bike the Drive is the
Active Transportation Alliance's biggest fundraiser and
was also named Chicago’s Best Cycling Event 2009 by
Competitor Magazine. To register, visit
www.bikethedrive.org/.

Stroller Strides for Wishes, taking place on June 18 at 8
a.m., is an annual event focused on families with young
children and stroller-aged children, but you do not need a

stroller or need to be a member of Stroller Strides to par-
ticipate. This event will entertain and encourage fitness,
while bringing awareness and funding to the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of Illinois. The 5K Stroller Run/Walk will
take place throughout Brookfield Zoo, passing countless
exhibits, flower gardens, and fountains. Sponsor booths,
balloon artist, prizes/give-a-ways, and refreshments will
be provided, thanks to Stroller Strides donors. 100% of
the proceeds will go to the Make-A-Wish Foundation of
Illinois. $35 for adults, $10 for children 5-12 years old,
and children under 4 (or in a stroller) are free. For more
information and to register, visit www.strollerstridesfor-
wishes.com.

The Chicago Chinatown 5K & Youth Run on July 10 at
8 a.m., aims to encourage community participation in
some form of healthy exercise. The race course will go
through the heart of Chinatown and finish underneath the
Chinatown archway. There will also be a youth run for
kids ages 6-11 at 9:30 a.m. Registration costs before
June 27 are $30 for the 5K run and $12 for the Youth
Run; after June 27, fees are $35 for the 5K and 15 for
Youth. For more information, e-mail
info@chinatown5k.com or visit
www.chinatown5k.com/run.

Join hundreds of survivors and caregivers as they walk to
raise funds and awareness for the Lymphoma Research
Foundation on August 22. The Lymphomathon is a non-
competitive 5K walk where survivors, family, friends,
community and corporate teams walk in honor and in
memory of those whose lives have been touched by lym-
phoma. Funds raised by participants will support the
Foundation’s mission of eradicating lymphoma and serv-
ing those touched by this disease. This event is free, but
donations are accepted. This event will take place at the
Montrose Harbor (4400 N. Lake Shore Drive) at 10 a.m.
For more information and to register, visit www.lym-
phomathon.org.

Ongoing
The Obama Bike Tour starts April 1 and repeats every
Sunday until October 31. This tour, starting at 10 a.m.,
begins in President Obama’s neighborhood, Hyde Park. It
then will take you to all of Obama’s favorite Chicago
places, stopping to discuss his policies and what effect
Chicago had in shaping his ideas.  Highlights include the
University of Chicago campus, Museum of Science &
Industry, Obama's current residence, his barbershop, and
where he played basketball in Jackson Park. Reservations
are mandatory and cost ranges from $20-$35. For more
information, visit http://www.bobbysbikehike.com/
Tours.aspx. 

—Amanda Anderson

Bike & Run
Chicago
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IL, 60607 or e-mail him at supreme_eugene@yahoo.com.

Crossword

Difficulty: Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Need to post
a legal notice
or a classified

ad?

Contact us at
advertising@
streetwise.org

or
312.829.2526

Deadline:
must submit 3
Mondays prior
to desired
publication

date.

StreetWise
publishes
every

Wednesday

Ask Eugene
“ a l l  t h e  b r i l l i a n c e  
t h a t  w i l l  f i t ”

Dear Eugene,
What are your thoughts on the recent health care

initiative? Even after a year of listening to people scream,
I still don’t know where I stand.

—Jim S.
Dear Jim S.
(Pulling out ear plugs) Unfortunately for you, truth seeker,

I too am split. And listening to network commentators rarely
leads to intellectual clarity.  Rather it leads to a darker outlook
of humankind in general. 

To your question, I know how I feel about health care as a
human being: I want everybody to be happy and healthy, and I
want to contribute what I can to make that happen. It takes a
village and all that. 

That being said, I get shudders when I think about how
many teenagers are drinking a liter of Mountain Dew for
breakfast, and now their decisions are intertwined with my
future taxes.  If we were generally a more moderate, healthy
nation I don’t think I would have this anxiety.  However,
America has the reputation of eating all the other countries
under the buffet table to uphold. While many people joke
about it, the fact that now that everybody pays for it makes it
officially not funny anymore. Can you imagine being the
uncool kid at school because you don’t have type II diabetes?

I think in the future it will get to the point where all the
gym rats will form their own country.

Sudoku

YouTube m
ovtivation...? Positive?

pm
aeveryday.com
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Meet: Clyde Rutherford

7WWW.STREETW ISE .ORG

Vendor Spotlight

Finding a Jewel in the rough

APR I L 7-APR I L 13, 2010

“ When I showed up
selling StreetWise
it really surprised
my old boss. He
thought I wouldn’t
be able to work
anymore.

By Ben Cook
StreetWise Staff

“My fiancé, she heard about StreetWise and
she knew some StreetWise vendors,” says Clyde
Rutherford. “I was always needing extra money
because I got laid off—I hurt my back when I
was working for Jewel. “

In two separate incidents he collapsed a disc
and had two vertebrae slip out of place. “That’s
why I use the chair, because when I walk my
legs go numb, and boom, down I go. It’s like they
fall asleep. My doctor told me that the nerves in
my back would never heal since I have arthritis
in my spine . . . It’s not the crippling arthritis, but
the type that gradually destroys the bone. They
say that takes years, though.

“I was laying around the house, and I was get-
ting really mean. You know, because you get
bored and you can’t go nowhere because you
can’t walk. I used to walk 10-15 miles a day and
think nothing of it.  And so I got the blues . . . and
feeling sorry for myself. 

“I’ve been selling in front of the Jewel by State
Street and Roosevelt for a little over a year now.
At first people just passed me by. I was hollering,
‘StreetWise! StreetWise!’ I found out that wasn’t
working. So instead of greeting them that way I
just started saying, ‘Good morning. How are
you?’ Then people started seeing that I was out
there regularly, even in the cold—that is, until
my chair started acting up. In February I could-
n’t get out there because it was so cold. It was
hard on me, because I wanted to go out there.”

Rutherford was really pleased that his cus-
tomers missed him, and welcomed him back
when he was able to return. 

The Jewel is the same one where he used to
work. “I still know almost everyone that works

inside. When I showed up selling StreetWise it
really surprised my old boss. He thought I
wouldn’t be able to work anymore. He told me,
‘They just can’t keep you down, can they?’ And I
says, ‘Nope. I’m going to keep going until I’m
120 years old.’”

He chuckles, “I also told him that I make more
at my new job.”

Rutherford takes his new job seriously. “I get
out there between 5:30 and 6 a.m. and sell until
about 10. I try to be out there six days a week. If
it’s raining I don’t get out there; I tried it one
time, out there with an umbrella, and I sold one
magazine in four hours. So now when it’s raining
I say forget it. Currently I’m only selling 30 mag-
azines a week. But soon I hope that’s up to 40.
Eventually I’d like to get up to at least 100 a
week. If I get up that high, I think I’d be doing
pretty good.

“So now what I’m trying to do is get me one
of those walkers with the seat in it—because I
can walk, just as long as I’ve got something to
hold onto. I could probably sell more magazines
that way, because I wouldn’t have to rely on my
electric chair so much. I walk as much as I can;
I want to keep my legs strong as long as I can.”
Rutherford’s chair, when fully charged, can go 12
blocks when it’s warm, but when it gets cold the
range drops to 1-3 blocks.

In his spare time he’s considering writing
about his interpretation of the Book of
Revelation.

Rutherford wants his customers to know that
he appreciates their business and “getting to talk
to them, because it makes for a more interesting
life for me. I more or less want to thank them for
buying from me and helping me get along in
life.”
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