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By Bruce Crane
Executive Director

Pondering health-
care reform can
take a very long
time.  It has already.
This I believe:  we
don’t have the luxu-

ry to allow it to take much longer.  I offer up
two views that support this.  First, a classic
adage:  If we do what we’ve always done, we’ll
get what we’ve always got.  What we’ve got is
good by some standards and bad by others.  We
could debate about where our healthcare sys-
tem is good and bad, as many people do.  But I
think most of us can agree that for whatever it
is, it is not “good enough.”  So we should then
be able to agree that we need to do something
different to get something different.

Second, doing something is better than
doing nothing.  It is an imperfect world, (and I
can accept that we often have imperfect data),
human foibles, misguided self interest, and
other things that lead to imperfect decisions.
When we do nothing, we have no hope of
making an improvement.  Only when we act,
do we have the chance to make an improve-
ment.  We should also be able to agree that we
do something, even if it won’t be perfect.

The big issue, then, is what should we do?
We know it needs to be different from what
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Where the money goes...
Vendors buy StreetWise for 75 cents, and the remaining $1.25 goes directly to the licensed vendor. 

From the Director

For questions or comments regarding our vendor force, please
contact Greg Pritchett at (312) 829-2526 or at
gpritchett14@yahoo.com.

Look for the Badge!
Please purchase your copy of StreetWise from badged vendors only!

we’ve been doing and that we have to do it
swiftly.  I am not the one to answer this, but I
can offer a framework for understanding:  It
won’t be perfect, and it won’t solve every-
thing.  Not everyone’s personal concerns or
self interests will be addressed.  But it can
make a huge improvement and lay the ground-
work for the continuous improvement that
most highly successful businesses strive for.
The plan needs to be malleable so it can be
improved over time, as we gain better data and
knowledge.  We need to accept “most” rather
than “all,” and “better” rather than “perfect.”
Our collective crystal ball is just not clear
enough to do it all now.  We must leave those
improvements for the future.  We need to step
back from the notion that every need will be
met, because we just aren’t that capable of a
collective society.

We are capable enough to improve things.  I
believe we can make drastic improvements,
too.  All it takes is a commitment to change,
action, and an acceptance of imperfection.
Oh, and yes, it also takes folks a lot smarter and
experienced in health care than I to draft it,
and politicians who will look at the big picture
of a simple framework, and the acceptance of
experts who will do their best effort to handle
the unending details.

If we don’t do this, most of the StreetWise
vendors will continue to be uninsured.  
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Illinois Budget Showdown
Groups pressure their reps & senators
in Springfield to allocate money for
social service programs, rather than
face cuts for the second year in a row
when many are coasting
on their own credit. 11page

Easter Egg hunts
around the city..

plus Razzmatazz
comedy, George
Winston, In>Time
2010 Showcase,
Saul Williams, and
Fleurotica.
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Our Contributing Writers
Ginny Erwin has written nutrition and fitness articles for several
local and national publications, such as the Chicago Tribune and
On-Health magazine. She has a bachelor’s degree in nutrition
science and dietetics and a master’s degree in nutrition commu-
nications and marketing.

Shannon McFarland is a junior at Roosevelt University majoring in
journalism with a minor in political science. She has also written for
the university newspaper The Torch, blogged, and had a short story
published in a college literary journal.

Cindy Kurman Barrie and Lee Barrie are the principals of
Kurman Communications, Inc., a Chicago-based     marketing
and public relations agency. For more information, please call
(312) 651-9000 or stay in the know by visiting their blog at
www.gotbuzzatkurman.com.  For more DineWise features, sub-
scribe to http://dinewise -chicago.blogspot.com.

Stephanie Taylor graduated from Columbia College Chicago,
where she earned a degree in Magazine Journalism. Her work
has been seen in the campus newspaper, The Columbia
Chronicle. She also wrote for Chicagoland Tails pet magazine,
where she interned. Soon she will begin writing for an upcoming
art magazine called Upsurge.

Helen Kiernan is chief editor o f Elephant 'zine (www.ele-
phantzine.weebly.com) and received a bachelor's degree in poet-
ry from Columbia College, Chicago.

J. Michael Wooley is an explosive Chicago-based freelance
writer who pushes the norm and critically questions social issues.
He is a health educator who specializes in addressing men’s
health.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in journalism and pursued
his master’s degree in Urban Planning from the University of
Toledo.

Op-Ed
Utilization:The next disparity for health!
Submitted by J. Michael Wooley 

I
f the return on investment
for real estate is based on
location, location, loca-
tion, then the return on

health is based on utilization,
utilization, utilization!

The half-century fight to eradicate health dis-
parities is riddled with excuses. The 1964 Civil
Rights Act (CRA), which prohibits discrimina-
tion based on race, color, or national origin, laid
the foundation for the elimination of minority
health disparities.  This movement addressed
systematic discrimination and community seg-
regation as well as inadequate access to health
care. The bottom line was equal access.

The 1964 CRA document legalized equal
access for millions of Americans back then as
well as today.  The difference between 1964 and
2010 is that “the people” not only pointed out
injustices against humanity such as disparities
in health care, they organized and fought with
the understanding that if change happened
then they would utilize the new accessibility to
enhance their quality of life.

The Healthy People 2010 Initiative from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) sets out objectives addressing improve-
ments in health status, risk reduction, public
and professional awareness of prevention, deliv-
ery of health services, protective measures, sur-
veillance, and evaluation, expressed in terms of
measurable targets to be achieved by the end of
this year. Despite numerous medical milestones
and the government’s “Healthy People” initiative
to eliminate minority health disparities by
2010, minorities still suffer much higher rates of
disease infection and lower life expectancy. 

Where exactly to place the blame for current
minority health standings is the huge question,
but there are some culprits. For example, in the
state of Illinois funding for prevention will be
cut dramatically, hence marketing is a culprit.

The general public is aware that urban areas
with high concentrations of minorities are over-
run by corner stores that lack fresh fruits and
vegetables. These “food deserts” are districts
with little or no access to foods that are needed
to maintain a healthy diet; instead, they’re often
served by one fast-food restaurant after another.
Corner stores are usually overstocked with alco-
hol, carbonated beverages, cigarettes, and cheap
processed food providing little to no nutrition-
al value but lots of saturated fats, salts, and
sugars.

Regular consumption of such items has been
proven to lead to various cancers and diabetes
types 1 and 2, and it can impair judgment that
might cause one to engage in risky sexual activ-
ity, hence it can lead to sexually transmitted dis-

eases.  The unspoken culprit in the continuation
of health disparities might just be “the people”
themselves, and that includes you and me.

In 2009 there were approximately 300-plus
free health fairs in the Chicagoland area that
provided early-detection health screenings,
healthy tips, and opportunities to speak with
health-care professionals attempting to address
health disparities. In 2010 there are no police
attack dogs stopping people at hospital
entrances and no firehoses aimed at unarmed
citizens seeking medical attention, yet we still
lack adequate participation in community
health fairs, events, and forums offering free
health screenings. The mental attitude of the
consumer has changed as it relates to health.
Have the people simply forgotten that health
disparities don’t have to be the rule rather than
the exception?

What’s stopping men over the age of 45 from
speaking to their doctors about prostate
cancer? What’s stopping women from speaking
to their doctors about breast cancer? Why are
we not seeing the connection between obese
children contracting Type 2 diabetes and obese
parents not partaking in daily exercise? Why do
we not see the connection between lung can-
cer and first- and secondhand smoke? Why do
we not see the connection between statewide
cuts in public health funding and low turnout
on lobby days and at community health fairs?
(Lobby days are times throughout the year
when individuals and constituents advocate
with the intention of influencing decisions
made by legislators and government officials.)
Why are we not seeing the connection between
widespread silence and ignorance about HIV
transmission and the fact that every 9.5 minutes
someone in the United States is infected with
HIV, the virus that causes AIDS?

Why are we not seeing the connection
between health disparities and our own

personal responsibility?  
There will be some who fight against the

injustices of humanity, but there are others
who will prosper through full utilization of the
benefits of victory. Remember that 2010 is the
year you can get healthier—it’s OK to go see
the doctor!
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New vendors whose circumstances are “atypical”
continue to enroll. Some of these individuals were
once solidly located in the middle class but
have depleted their savings and run up debts
during long periods of unemployment. Others have lost
or are on the verge of losing homes to foreclosure...
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WorldWise

“

By David Jefferson
Reprinted from Spare Change News (Cambridge, Mass)

W
hen William James, the ostensi-
ble father of American
psychology, penned this line
over a century ago, he had
embedded the idea in a discus-

sion on religious experience, in which he also
extolled the virtues of voluntary poverty.

Today, in a totally distinct context, James’s
words are imbued with new meaning. Due to
the economic recession and what many econo-
mists have deemed a jobless recovery in con-
temporary America, people who never before
feared poverty—the educated, or middle
class—must now confront harsh new realities.
The current conditions are like nothing we’ve
ever seen.

Conspiring myriad circumstances have creat-
ed a fortuitous cocktail of calamity.  As is typi-
cal in periods of economic contraction, the
recent recession meant that many jobs were
shed. However, other underlying, precipitating
factors have been largely obscured by the more
recent crisis of 2008-’09.

For instance, although the economy did
grow in terms of business expansion following
the recession of 2001, hiring for private-sector
jobs continued to decline for the next several
years. Meanwhile, scores of jobs, both blue and
white collar, have been permanently eradicated
over the past decade due to outsourcing, the
weakening leverage of labor unions, payroll
cuts in favor of maximizing shareholder value,
and automation.

The numbers that we are now seeing have
no precedent.  According to a February 20 New
York Times article, labor experts suggest that
the U.S. economy will need to add 100,000 jobs
per month in order to absorb all potential
workforce entrants.

Yet with around 15 million Americans cur-
rently unemployed, the length of even the most
optimal timeline for decreasing unemployment

is staggering—several years, at the very least.
While the 9.7 percent overall unemployment
rate reported by the Bureau of Labor Statistics
for January 2010 was a decrease of 0.3 percent
from the previous month, this number is some-
what deceiving: actual unemployment rates
for certain (and possibly more vulnerable)
segments of the population are much higher.

For instance, last month 17.6 percent of
black males were unemployed. Meanwhile, a
whopping 24.7 percent of construction
workers were rendered jobless by January.  The
overall underemployment rate has hit 17.3
percent: this figure represents a more accurate
barometer of the economic climate since it
includes the unemployed, workers with full-
time eligibility who are employed part-time,
and those who’ve given up on looking for jobs
out of sheer despondency.

At Spa re Change News we are witnessing
the insidious effects of creeping desolation.
While many of our vendors are fighting “typi-
cal” situations of poverty, forced to live on the
streets or in shelters, new vendors whose
circumstances are “atypical” continue to enroll.
Some of these individuals were once solidly
located in the middle class but have depleted
their savings and run up debts during long
periods of unemployment. 

Others have lost or are on the verge of losing
homes to foreclosure after struggling to meet
mortgage payments. These “new poor,” as the
February 20 New York Times article refers to
them, may still enjoy more comfortable materi-
al surroundings than their peers, who must
sleep on park benches and in doorways. But
make no mistake—they too are struggling
under crushing financial, emotional, and
psychological angst.

Bemoaning a bad situation may contribute to
raising awareness, but ultimately the act of
circulating unemployment statistics will do
nothing to effect change. Therefore swift, per-

vasive, and consistent action must be taken.  At
the  federal level, one component to a multifac-
eted charge to reduce unemployment and cre-
ate jobs could be to renew the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program,
created by the American Reinvestment and
Recovery Act (ARRA) of 2009, which is set to
expire at the end of September. 

The TANF has thus far been utilized for sub-
sidized employment programs at the state level
and to provide cash support and short-term
assistance to low-income families. While the lat-
ter of these uses should certainly be continued
as necessary, in the interest of more permanent
solutions it would be crucial to expand upon
the former, creating more job opportunities in
order to foster longevity in recovery.

Other stimulus initiatives should be explored
at the national level. Despite some scathing
criticisms of the ARRA, a February 16 New York
Times analysis of this $787 billion stimulus
package argues that the act has indeed precip-
itated positive effects. For example, as a direct
result of the funding the ARRA provided,
between 1.6 and 1.8 million jobs have been
added nationwide, with an ultimate impact of
2.5 million jobs. In order to capitalize on such
benefits, many economists recommend that
future stimulus endeavors legislated by
Congress focus on direct aid to states and
cities.

To return to James’s quote, as citizens we
must all acknowledge the moral dimension that
expanding poverty evokes. We must reflect
upon and perhaps reconsider the meaning of
the term “fellow American,” assessing the social
responsibility that such a notion implies, a
brotherhood that is obscured by the cultural
reinforcement of individualism.

Let’s bring job creation to the local level. If
you know of work to be done, albeit to fulfill a
temporary or seemingly self-addressable need,
consider hiring a neighbor who might be expe-
riencing adversity. You may only be able to put
a few dollars in his or her pocket, but the psy-
chological boost you’ll offer to that individual’s
sense of value and self-worth will be priceless.

Groucho Marx once said, “I worked myself
up from nothing to a state of extreme poverty.”
The humor inherent in this quote is somewhat
muted today: these words have become too
personal for too many people. As individuals
we may not be able to eradicate all of the ills
that poverty exacts globally, or even to halt its
encroachment into our own lives. But we do
have the power to determine our outlook and
reaction to misfortune.

Let us not shrink then in fear of poverty.
Instead, let’s band together to fight the
thing with empathy, solidarity, and mutual
enrichment.

© Street News Service: www.street-papers.org

“The prevalent fear of poverty among the educated classes is
the worst moral disease from which our civilization suffers.”

—William  J    am e s
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Lemon Glazed Asparagus
(serves 4)

FoodWise Shopping List:
•1 lb. asparagus, washed and trimmed
•2 Tablespoons fresh squeezed lemon juice
•1 Tablespoon agave nectar
•1 Tablespoon extra virgin olive oil
•Fresh ground pepper to taste

Ginny’s Cooking Instructions:
•Steam asparagus in a steam basket or microwave
until tender.
•In a small bowl mix
together lemon juice,
agave nectar, and
extra virgin olive oil.
•Gently drizzle lemon
mixture over top of
cooked asparagus. 
•Portion onto plates,
add fresh ground
pepper to taste.
•Enjoy warm or
chilled!
of mint.
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By Ginny  Erwin
StreetWise Contributor,
www.ginetics.org

How can you tell
when spring is just
around the corner?
When you start see-
ing lots of asparagus
in your grocery
store’s produce aisle. 

I’m lucky, because
every year around
this time I get a
phone call from my

mom, who lives up north and reports that the
asparagus heads are poking out of the ground
as she sings, “No need to fear, spring is almost
here.” 

Did you know that asparagus is related to gar-
lic, leeks, and onions, and can be used in orna-
mental decorations? Asparagus is an excellent
source of folate and vitamin C; it’s low in calo-
ries and high in fiber. It also contains glu-
tathione, an antioxidant that’s been shown to
have powerful anti-aging effects on your body’s
cells; inulin, an insoluble fiber that isn’t digest-
ed in the gut; and fructo-oligosaccharides
(FOS), friendly bacteria that help promote a
healthy gut.

The best way to cook asparagus is to steam it,
which helps retain most of the beneficial nutri-
ents. Just place the asparagus in a steamer bas-
ket for 12-15 minutes or until the skin is tender
to the touch of a sharp knife tip. Overcooking

asparagus (or any vegetable, for that matter)
can cause significant losses in vitamins and
nutrients.

Have you ever tried purple asparagus? If you
like the taste of sweet corn, purple asparagus
would be a good choice for you. White aspara-
gus is grown underground and therefore lacks
sunlight for chlorophyll production; it contains
less bitter compounds and has a milder taste. 

When choosing asparagus, pick straight stalks
with compact, bright green tips. Limp spears
are a signal that the asparagus is old, and thick
spears are often more tender than thin ones.
To get the most nutritional bang for your buck,
try to eat your asparagus within two days of
purchase. 

The best way to store it is in your refrigerator,
but first trim the ends and place the stalks
upright in a small amount of spring water. If you
store asparagus too long, however, the stalks
can become woody and tough.

If you don’t like the idea of steaming your
asparagus, try grilling or roasting it; grilling can
add some additional caramelization flavors,
which can make it taste a little sweeter. Once
cooked, it can be pureed into a soup, served
chilled on a salad, or placed in a shrimp sushi
roll or wrap.

So don’t mind that sulfur-oxidized smell reek-
ing from your urine shortly after you eat aspara-
gus—it’s just the diuretic effect, and it’ll actual-
ly help you feel better in the long run! 

For more nutrition and wellness tips, visit
www.ginetics.org.

FoodWise with Ginny Erwin

NUTRITIONAL INFO

DineWise
By Lee Barrie & Cindy Kurman Barrie
StreetWise Contributors 

Spring is (almost) here: Piccolo
Sogno’s outdoor patio is (soon)
the place to go
We admit it: spring fever has hit us. We may be

rushing the season a bit, but it can't hurt to start
preparing our alfresco dining map for this season.
Topping our list is Piccolo Sogno, serving some of
Chicago's finest regional Italian cuisine. It's a restau-
rant that is blessed with one of Chicago's most
beautiful and spacious outdoor dining patios. When
you have the opportunity to indulge on executive
chef Tony Priolo's authentically delicious fare, sur-
rounded by his many food-loving fans in the outdoor
garden, you will be enthralled.
Piccolo Sogno is the brainchild of Priolo and owner

Ciro Longobardo, both of whom spent years at Coco

Pazzo and then fulf illed their dream of having their
own establishment. What they have brought to
Chicago are years of well-honed skills in the kitchen
(Priolo) and the front of the house (Longobardo), with
one eye focused on Chicago's Italian food tastes and
the other on the delicious traditions of Italian regional
cuisine.
Piccolo Sogno is open for lunch and dinner. Since al

fresco dining in the evening is one of the more pleas-
urable things you can do, we'll focus here on the din-
ner menu. But if you have the chance to stop by dur-
ing your lunch hour during the warm weather months,
you'll enjoy a delightful respite, complete with the
freshest of salads, panini, pasta dishes and wood-fired
pizza that is on par with any offered in Chicago. 
Start your dinner journey with one of Piccolo

Sogno's fresh salads, antipasti, or you can order a
pasta dish in an appetizer portion. We love the Cecina
Fritta, chick pea flour fries with Parmesan or the
Burrato con Culatello, Pugliese hand stuffed with moz-
zarella and artisan style prosciutto. For salads, try the
Insalata di Spinaci, young spinach leaves, endive, can-
died walnuts and gorgonzola or the traditional Caprese
salad, with fresh mozzarella and oven dried tomatoes.

You'll  also enjoy the Insalata di Barbabietole, with
fresh beets, shaved fennel, imported buffalo ricotta,
local greens and citrus oil.
Pasta selections include the signature Ravioli

Piccolo Sogno, four cheese ravioli, pine nuts, butter
Marsala glaze and Parmesan shavings. If you love
gnocchi, as we do, you'll savor the Strozzapreti, ricotta
gnocchi, oven dried tomatoes, herbs and spinach.
Other pasta choices include Spaghetti Neri "Frutti di
Mare", string-cut black spaghetti, mussels, clams,
shrimp, calamari, San Marzano tomatoes, and red
chiles; Stracci di Farro, farro flour pasta triangles,
asparagus, mushrooms, garlic and truffle oil, and the
Paglia e Fieno con Vitello, "straw and hay" green and
white ribbon noodles with veal ragu. Keep in mind
also that Chef Priolo is a master of the risotto and
offers a daily risotto special; ask your server for the
day's selection.
Wood-fired pizza choices include the traditional

Margherita with tomato sauce, mozzarella and basil;
Bianca Con Rucula with mozzarella, arugula, olive oil,
and Reggiano curls; Prosciutto with tomato sauce and
mozzarella, and Funghi Tartufati with mozzarella,
mushrooms, herbs and truffle oil. 

Green or White... 

Asparagus is out of sight!
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Entree selections include Polletto alla Griglia, flat-
tened wood grilled spring chicken, rapini and lemon;
Porchetta alla Romana, Roman style-roasted pork,
rosemary roasted potatoes; Anatra Arrosto, slow roast-
ed half duck, fennel sausage, farro polenta, or the
Rosticciana with braised beef short ribs, pea shoots,
soft polenta, pea sprouts. If you are a lamb lover,
you'll enjoy the Agnello alla Griglia, wood roasted lamb
T-bones with toasted fregola in a rosemary reduction.
A hearty seafood standout is the "Sapore" di Mare,
assorted shellfish and fish stew, with garlic rubbed
toast, and a lighter fish dish is the Baccala con Olive e
Capperi, braised salt cod filet with olives, capers,
tomatoes and spinach. Piccolo Sogno also offers a
wood fired whole fish of the day, baked with Sicilian
sea salt crust, in a braised fennel citrus and caper
reduction. There are also a number of side dishes
available to complement your entree. 
The lunch menu overlaps quite a bit with the dinner

menu, but at lunch there are more salad and pizza
choices and the entrees tend to be a bit smaller and
lighter, as befits the time of day. Also at lunchtime you
can order from among many Panini. Choose from
Prosciutto di Parma with mozzarella, arugula and

Piccolo Sogne
464 N. Halsted, Chicago
(312) 421-0077; http://piccolosognorestaurant.com

Hours: lunch: 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday; dinner: 5:30-10:30 p.m. Monday-
Friday; 5-11 p.m. Saturday; 5-10 p.m. Sunday
Prices: dinner entrees, $18-$24

tomatoes; Pollo e Fontina with grilled chicken breast,
imported Fontina cheese and marinated peppers, or
the Porchetta, shaved roasted Roman style pork,
arugula, Dijon mustard.
Desserts run the gamut from rich and indulgent to

light and refreshing, and the extensive wine list fea-
tures Italian wines exclusively; the very knowledge-
able staff will be more than happy to help you choose.

Christopher Hampton's award-winning, English-
language adaptation of Choderlos de Laclos' infamous
1782 novel of sexual intrigue and ruthless
manipulation! Set in the salons and boudoirs of
pre-Revolutionary France, two high-powered and
well-heeled friends, the Vicomte de Valmont and the
Marquise de Merteuil, devise a game to test their
skills as rapacious lovers. The revenge-seeking
Marquise challenges the Vicomte to woo the virginal
Cecile, while he sets his sights on the seduction of
the virtuous and religious Madame Tourvel. In their
tenacious battle for the upper hand, they, like the
others, become part of the wreckage. 
This production contains some nudity.
Playing at the Upstairs Mainstage, Greenhouse

Theater, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave. Phone: (773) 404-7336
or boxoffice@greenhousetheater.org.
Through May 2, Wed-Sun. 7:30 p.m. $25.

Tony Kushner brings his sophisticated style and
breathtaking language to the French Baroque's most
powerful romance. 
A father's attempt to find his estranged son raises

the curtain on a world of theatrical magic, outrageous
humor, and true, complicated love. Before he wrote
Angels in America or Caroline, or Change, Tony
Kushner wrote The Illusion. 
Freely adapted from Pierre Corneille’s 1636 play

L’Illusion comique, it was first performed in 1988
while Tony was working on Angels in America. Not
only did The Illusion singlehandedly stir a revival in
America of Corneille’s work, it immediately estab-
lished Tony Kushner as a significant playwright.
Pierre Corneille origianally described the work as “A
strange monster,” “a bizarre and wild invention,” “a
caprice.” These are the terms that Corneille (1606-
1684) first used to describe his new play, the 1636
Theatre of Illusion (L’Illusion comique). Corneille chose

his words carefully; he knew that his odd creation
needed defending. The powerful and learned critics of
the day—who were busy promoting the classical
standards of logical clarity, elegant simplicity, and
strict decorum—could find in the play much that was
monstrously messy. Its shocking concoction of the
farcical and the tragic, its freewheeling and disorient-
ing shifts in place and time, its house-of-mirrors play-
fulness with illusion and reality, all combined to pro-
duce a work bound to confound the new enforcers of
formal purity and reasoned order.
The Illusion runs through April 11. Performances

are Wed. 10:30 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; Thurs. 7:30 p.m.;
Fri. 8 p.m.; Sat. 3 p.m. & 8 p.m.; Sun. 2:30 & 7:30
p.m. 
Tickets $32-40. Box Office: (773) 753-4472 Court

Theatre, 5535 S. Ellis Ave. Chicago, IL 60637

Mark your calendars:
Conversation with the playwright: Tony Kushner 
Tuesday, April 6 In

conversation with
Charles Newell, artistic
director of Court
Theatre, at Mandel
Hall, University of
Chicago 1131 E. 57th
St. $20–general public,
$5–students with valid
ID.
For tickets call:

Artspeaks Hotline at
773-702-8080
Email: chicagopresents@uchicago.edu
Visit: U of C Presents Box Office, 5720 S. Woodlawn

Ave., Room 100 Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
More info at artspeaks.uchicago.edu

Kusher’s Illusion at Court Theatre
Remy Bumppo’s

Les Liason
Dangereuses
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Events Calendar: March 24-30

W e d n e s d a y
Edge Comedy founder Dave Odd and local funny-
men Hank Thompson and Mark Nabong rotate as
hosts for Razzmatazz, a showcase of eight local
and national stand-up comics. 8:30 p.m., Cafe Wha
Who?, 228 W. Chicago Ave. $5. For more info, call
312-475-1820.

T h u r s d a y
The Bangladeshi community celebrates independ-
ence on Bangladeshi Day with a program and flag
raising. Noon, Daley Plaza, 50 W. Washington St.
For more information, call 312-233-1686 or visit
underthepicasso.us.

The Chicago Park District hops to it this spring by
hosting dozens of Easter egg hunts, including one
for dogs, March 25-April 3 at parks throughout the
city. Most events will feature treats, prizes, face
painting, and arts and crafts, plus photo opportuni-
ties with the Easter Bunny. One of this year’s high-
lights is the 7th Annual Spring Egg-stravaganza at
Soldier Field on Sat 3/27, the largest free candy
grab in Chicago. Some activities may require pre-
registration due to limited space, but many pro-
grams are free or have nominal entrance fees; par-
ticipants should call the individual parks for addi-
tional information. For the full schedule of egg
hunts, visit chicagoparkdistrict.com.

F r i d a y
Join fellow cyclists on the last Friday of each
month, regardless of season or weather, at the
Chicago Critical Mass monthly bike ride. 5:30
p.m., starting at Daley Plaza, 50 W. Washington St.
Free. For more info, call 773-710-4143 or visit
chicagocriticalmass.org. 

A runway show featuring clothing and accessories
fashioned out of flowers, plants, and leaves by
local florists, Fleurotica includes passed appetiz-
ers and beer, wine, and cocktails. 7-10 p.m.,
Garfield Park Conservatory, 300 N. Central Park
Ave. $100-$175; RSVP required. For more info, call
773-638-1766.

S a t u r d a y
The Palette & Chisel spring cleaning sale displays
original art at a one-day annual art show. Hundreds
of paintings—oil and watercolor—and sculptures
will be available to choose from, many selling for
$300 or less. The high-quality artwork at bargain
prices is a way for artists to showcase their talent
and move inventory; Palette & Chisel receives a 30
percent commission that goes toward upkeep and
operating expenses at the nonprofit academy. 11

a.m.-4 p.m., 1012 N. Dearborn. For more info, visit
paletteandchisel.org.

The primary goal of the In>Time 2010 Showcase,
presented by the Department of Cultural Affairs and
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago’s perform-
ance department, is to expose local performance
artists to the best of concurrent national and inter-
national practices, stimulate and nurture new
experimental work, and provide a vehicle for local
artists to find national exposure. This year’s show-
case event features Justin Cabrillos, Angela
Ellsworth, Every House Has a Door, Jessica
Hannah, and OOUR. 6-9 p.m., Chicago Cultural
Center, 78 E. Washington St. Free. For more info,
visit dcatheater.org or explorechicago.org or call
312-744-6630. 

Hip-hop musician and slam poet Saul Williams
headlines A Night of Sight & Sound, a showcase
featuring live music, DJs, spoken word, live paint-
ing and graffiti art, a B-boy battle, and more;
Williams will sign his books and CDs at the mid-
night afterparty. 6 p.m., Kinetic Playground, 1113
W. Lawrence Ave. $25-$30 ($7 for afterparty only).
For more info, call 773-769-5483 or visit lethalpo-
etry.com. 

The new monthly craft fair Post Pilsen Market
features 20-30 crafters making everything from
screen-printed T-shirts and Bea Arthur note cards
to brooches, vintage-inspired hair clips, handmade
jumpers, and tiny necklace pendants. DJs play
music to accompany your perusing. Post Pilsen
Market, 1816 S. Racine Ave. Free. For more info, e-
mail natasha.postpilsen@gmail.com.

S u n d a y
Musical artist George Winston comes to Naperville
to help efforts to give voice and visibility to home-
less families and teens across America; his solo
guitar concert starts at 7:30 p.m. at St. Timothy
Lutheran Church, 1313 N. Mill St. The suggested
donation is $20, which goes toward Hear Us, the
Naperville-based nonprofit organization that works
to address family and teen homelessness nation-
wide; People’s Resource Center will also benefit by
way of audience donations of nonperishable food.
For more information, call 630-225-5012.

M o n d a y
Learn about the culture of Puerto Rico while dining
on its cuisine at the Puerto Rican World Food
Tour. Menu favorites at this brightly-colored BYOB,
near the Bucktown-Logan Square border include
empanadas, alcapurria (fried green plantains), and
chips with fiery salsa. 7 p.m., La Cocina Boricua de
la Familia Galarza, 2420 W. Fullerton Ave. $30-$60.
For more info, call 312-730-3660 or visit iwish-
lessons.com.

T u e s d a y
A rotating lineup of five or more stand-up comics
performs at the Chicago Underground Comedy
showcase. 9:30 p.m., Beat Kitchen, 2100 W.
Belmont Ave. $5. For tickets or more info, call 312-
719-5476 or visit chicagoundergroundcomedy.com.

Saturday: 
Egg-stravaganza
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By Helen Kiernan
StreetWise Contributor

A
s  my train hits Beverly, a wave of
memory hits me—riding bikes
down the hill, ghost stories at the
Castle, and most of all, walking to
the South Side Irish Parade; a flood

of green, neighbors and outsiders, kids in
wagons, cheering crowds of revelers. 

Those days, I relished the chaotic party
atmosphere that swooped down on the quiet
family neighborhood once a year, basking in its
lawlessness. 

This year, the quiet that engulfs me is eerie.
The parade, a 30-year tradition, was canceled
last year for safety reasons.  No floats, no
crowd, no beer brewing on the sidewalk, no
vendors hustling shamrocks, no kids grubbing
for candy. 

My sister keeps saying how sad it all is. But
she's practically the only one.  

True to form, most of the South Siders I
encountered were stoic, if wistful, in good
spirits.  

At Sean's Rhino Bar, Chef Mario Palaggi tells
me, "it's a lot less crowded this year, which is a
big letdown economically...we always looked
to Paddy's Day for money we can use to pay
the bills" after the slow winter months.  

When the cops (many of whom live here)
heard of the pub crawl plans, they came out in
full force.  Pointing to a chalk line on the side-
walk, Mario explains they'd been told a health
inspector would be by to make sure no one
was smoking too close to the door.  

Of course, as elsewhere in Chicago, the
smoking ban forces drunks out onto the street.  

Mario attributes the parade shutdown to
some "Midlothian kids who beat up on police.
That violence was uncalled for. The police are
here to protect us.  It was just really getting
out of hand.  Had they started to police it more
earlier, maybe it wouldn't have been as
chaotic."  

He doesn't think the parade will ever come
back.  He speaks highly of the alternative event
sponsored by the Beverly Art Center Saturday,
which featured live music and a kiddie parade. 

Annie Coakley, one of the original "wee folk"
of the first South Side Irish Parade, (kids
marching down the sidewalk led by her father,
Patrick Coakley, and George Hendry), was a
member of the Parade Planning Committee for
14 years. "The parade has changed significant-
ly over the years....We never thought it would
ever be big like that.  At first, you'd see people
you went to school with, people from the
neighborhood, but then you started seeing
more and more people you didn't recognize." 

Cancelling the parade was a tough decision,
she says, but it was the right one.  "I don't think
we could continue to do it and not have some-
body get hurt. There were 300,000 plus peo-
ple... acting irresponsibly, being overserved...
not enough arrests being made. We didn't want
to have a tragedy on our hands."

The parade was independently funded, and
they didn't have the resources to handle these
issues.  They retain the permit, "in case the
parade ever comes back" and she is hopeful
that it will.  

This year, Coakley and about ten others,
worried their kids would miss out, held an
impromtu march down the sidewalks of
Western.

The pub crawl packed the bars well into the
night, though it was nowhere near the expect-
ed showing.  

The real party was in the homes and back-
yards of the South Siders, where this year the
only difference was that there wasn't a glut of
drunken strangers wandering in through the
fence, puking in the front yard, or passing out
in the alley.  

The same cookouts, family parties, even the
faint sound of bagpipes drifting across the
yards. Many streets held block parties; one
block gave kids a ride on a fire truck.

Most South Siders blame the rowdiness on
the North Siders.  The two cultures tend to
clash, with differences in accent, attitude, and
rules of decorum. 

South Siders have a great sense of humor
and tend to be bold and outspoken.  The Irish
here are mostly third generation, their heritage
celebrations are based on the Irish Immigrant

experience, with a bit of American Cheese on
top. 

Shamrocks and leprechauns abound, and
Irish music plays over the sound of simmering
sausages as swarthy men in thick woolen
sweaters welcome neighbors carting soda
bread and cases of beer into their yards. Folks
shout hello from their porches. 

The most popular song, of course, is the old
standard, "The South Side Irish": 

We're the South Side Irish a s our fa thers
were before. We come from the Windy City
and we're Irish to the core.

St. Patrick's Day, for me, has always been a
homecoming. So after a few drinks, we make
the rounds. On the South Side, this involves a
lot of walking.  

At one man's house we are overwhelmed by
the smell of animals and corned beef and cab-
bage as we walk in the door.  There's a ferret,
two dogs, and a meowing parrot.  

As he hangs a shamrock windchime on his
door, he lifts up his shirt to show off the can-
cer scar, joking "I'm doing really well, there's
nothing left of me to get sick!" 

We then visit Eileen Olsen, who says she'll
miss the parade, but the cancellation has creat-
ed "many more parties," and the spirit of the
event will "stand the test of time."

At another house we are confronted with
the ugly side of the South Side when an other-
wise lovely individual drops the N-bomb (of
course, racism is not predominant in or exclu-
sive to the South Side).  My sister mentions our
African-American cousin, and there are no fur-
ther racial slurs. Racism is eroding by degrees
here, but it is a gradual process.

Back on Western, I see the cops gathering at
Dicola's, the fish market popular during Lent.
As I pass by, I hear a voice yell, "Get in this car!"
It's my old friend Peter, whom I haven't seen in
years.  He takes me to a backyard bonfire,
where some of my old friends have gathered.  

Over laughter, David White tells me, "The
loss of the South Side Irish Parade is really a
great detriment to our neighborhood." But to
me, standing around the bonfire with my old
friends, all grown up, the neighborhood spirit
seems even stronger. 

From the Street:
Paradeless South Side St. Patrick’s Day Festivities

South Siders have a great sense of humor and
tend to be bold and outspoken. The Irish here are
mostly third generation, their heritage celebrations are
based on the Irish Immigrant experience, with a bit
of American Cheese on top.“

PHOTO BY HELEN KIERNAN
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By Suzanne Hanney & Shannon McFarland
StreetWise Editor-in-Chief, StreetWise Contributor

A
ffordable housing is Mary Margaret
Anderson’s chief concern for the
Illinois budget after spending 30
years in nursing homes and even a
psych ward. 

Anderson, 52, joined an estimated 3,000-
4,000 people from all over Illinois in Springfield
on February 17 for a rally organized by the
Responsible Budget Coalition (RBC). Their goal
was legislation to increase the state income tax
rather than slash human services for the second
year in a row amid a deficit budget. Illinois has
a nearly $13 billion deficit weighing down an
overall budget of $28 billion.

The February 17 rally was the third time
Anderson had traveled to the Illinois Capitol
Building from her Uptown nursing home, but
this time she was able to speak directly to her
state representative, Greg Harris (D-Chicago),
whose district also encompasses Lincoln
Square, North Center, and Andersonville. 

She smiled as she told her story. “I made my
way through the crowd. I gave my card to the
guard. [Harris] came out. I said, ‘My name is
Mary Anderson. It’s nice to meet you. We need a

responsible budget for affordable housing and
people who are trying to get out of nursing
homes.’ He said he’s voting for affordable hous-
ing. And I said, ‘Thank you very much.’”

After Anderson talked to Harris, “she was so
proud,” said Janet Hasz, executive director of
the Supportive Housing Providers Association,
one group that brought people to the state-
house rally. Without supportive housing more
people would be homeless, she said, especially
during a recession. “In a very bad time, support
for the homeless and food for the hungry
should not be cut.” 

“We can’t wait” for new sources of revenue
was the crowd’s recurring chant during the
February 17 rally, again on March 24. 

In preparation for the latter rally, a coalition
of four homeless advocacy groups distributed a
flyer entitled “We Can’t Wait for Housing.” 

“Our efforts to end homelessness and ensure
all Illinoisans have safe, affordable housing are
being put a t risk by deva sta ting cuts to
Illinois’s sa fety net, ” read the flyer, distributed
by the Chicago Alliance to End Homelessness,
the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, Housing
Action Illinois, and the Supportive Housing

Providers Association. “The $13 billion budget
shortfall next year means even more drastic cuts
are coming, unless a solution is found.” 

Tax Increase Sought
HB 174 is a “real budget solution,” the advo-

cates said, calling the legislation “a plan to fairly
raise the revenue Illinois needs to stop cuts and
fully fund essential services like homelessness
prevention, emergency shelters, and supportive
housing.”  The legislation would raise the indi-
vidual income tax from 3 to 5 percent and the
corporate income tax from 4.8 to 7.2 percent. 

Governor Pat Quinn suggested the income
tax increase a year ago, but not in this year’s
March 10 budget address. Instead, Quinn’s
$27.44 billion FY2011 budget proposes another
$2 billion in cuts. Education would bear $1.3 bil-
lion of the cuts, whose funding could be
restored with a 1 percent income tax surcharge.

The RBC, which represents 200 organizations
across the state, responded on March 12 that
Gov. Quinn’s 1 percent tax increase “is an invita-
tion to put off real solutions yet again . . .
Anything short of fixing the broken budget is
irresponsible.” On its Web site, abetterillinois.
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Illinois Budget Showdown
Up to 4,000 people crowded
the Illinois Capitol rotunda
February 17.
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com, the RBC again urged passage of HB 174. 
“For months child-care providers, home-care

agencies, social service providers, and school
districts throughout the state have been sound-
ing the alarm about Illinois’s fiscal crisis,” said
Keith Kelleher, president of SEIU Healthcare
Illinois & Indiana.

“The budget proposed today should make it
painfully clear that those alarms were real and
our state’s house is on fire. We simply cannot
continue to provide the services that millions of
Illinois families depend on without adopting a
plan to raise significant revenue. While the gov-
ernor has the right approach in calling for new
revenue, we need more than a 1 percent
increase to pull Illinois out of this budget crisis.
Working families are now looking to the General
Assembly to step up and enact a fair and ade-
quate income tax increase like HB 174 that will
put a stop to these devastating cuts to home
care, child care, and vital human services.”

Cuts to human services in the existing budg-
et have meant that hundreds of people are
being turned away because agencies can’t serve
them, according to Nicole Amling, director of
policy for the Chicago Alliance to End
Homelessness, citing preliminary results of a
survey the Alliance did in preparation for the
March 24 rally. 

“These kinds of cuts in the human services
sector have a negative impact on the economy,”
Amling said, impacting “the strength of service
providers [and] the ability to keep doors open,
to pay staff, to keep people employed.” 

The funding shortfall is one reason why she

and John Bowman, president of the Sargent
Shriver National Center on Poverty Law, say that
agencies can’t wait for a tax increase until after
the November election. 

“Right now the legislators in Springfield are
trying to just get through the election [and
then] talk about the tax increase in January,”
Amling said. “The message we’re trying to get
across is we just can’t wait another nine months
for Springfield to consider some kind of rev-
enue increase to solve the structural deficit.” 

Small nonprofits hardest hit
Bowman said the budget cuts have been

hardest on small nonprofits that subcontracted
the state’s work with people who are mentally
ill, disabled, or homeless. 

For example, as of March 10 Esperanza
Community Services had received no payment
since last September for its day-treatment
program for 70 disabled adults. The agency was
also unpaid since October for its three residen-
tial homes, said executive director Diane Farina
White.

The Illinois Department of Human Services
owes Esperanza $531,000, and Chicago Public
Schools owes the agency another $310,000; the
two line items comprise nearly a quarter of
Esperanza’s budget, Farina White said. The day
treatment program helps the parents of the
low-income clients, she explained, because it
gives them a safe place to leave their develop-
mentally disabled children while they work.
Without the program, someone in the family
would have to stay home from work.

“Right now we’re living on a line of credit
from our bank,” Farina White added. “But the
fact of the matter is, if we don’t get some kind
of payment soon our line of credit will be gone.
We’re also going through our reserves, so it’s
really important that the state pays for services
rendered that we’ve been contracted for.” 

Not enough revenue
Amling says Illinois has a “structural deficit”—

it doesn’t have enough revenue to fund the
desired level of services, even before the reces-
sion is taken into account. “When we’re talking
about a deficit that is half the size of the general
fund, you can’t cut your way out of a hole that
big.” But the Commercial Club of Chicago says
some cuts should precede a tax increase.
Comprised of Chicago’s business elite, the
Commercial Club began its “Illinois Is Broke”
campaign just before the February 2 Illinois
primary. 

According to Commercial Club chairman W.
James Farrell at its annual meeting on January 12,
Illinois government has borrowed against its
pension and retiree health funds for too long,
“pushing the state’s obligations to future genera-
tions.” Illinois spends $3 for every $2 in revenue,
apart from federal funds. 

Borrowing against pension fund
Illinois has $130 billion in unfunded debt, of

which $120 billion is related to state pensions
and retiree health care. That amount equals
$25,000 per household, and it’s growing fast. Five
years ago Gov. Rod Blagojevich funded this debt
by issuing $10 billion in bonds, while Gov. Quinn
borrowed another $3.5 billion with a bond issue
back in January. 

“Teachers and state workers are entitled to
reasonable pensions and access to health care;
no one is denying that,” Commercial Club offi-
cials said in prepared material. “But the fact of the
matter is the private sector reformed its retire-

Right now we’re living on a line of
credit from our bank...“
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By Stephanie Taylor
StreetWise Contributor 
Arick Buckles and Joann Montes are just two of

approximately 43,000 people in Illinois who have
HIV. Both say the AIDS Drugs Assistance Program
(ADAP) has helped them, but Illinois budget woes
mean that one in four ADAP recipients—500 to
1,000 people statewide—might lose access to their
medications. 
Governor Pat Quinn’s request for HIV programs in

the FY2011 budget is $22 million short of the $44
million needed to avert program cuts and to restore
previous funding levels for HIV prevention and care
programs, according to the AIDS Foundation of
Chicago. 
“The AIDS Foundation is pleased that proposed

funding for HIV prevention and care programs was
not reduced, given the other cuts throughout the
budget,” said John Peller, the foundation’s director
of government relations. Just the same, “we know
this funding amount is not adequate to meet
increasing needs for HIV services.”
Peller said that about 4,200 people a month

depend on the ADAP program for medications, up
from 3,500 just a year ago. “The need for the pro-
gram and the number of people accessing the pro-
gram is growing about 15 percent annually, and net
costs are increasing about 35 percent. The demand
for the program is really increasing tremendously,
and the challenge at the state level is going to be
‘Can we find the funding to continue to provide
medications to people who need them?’”
Men comprise 83 percent of ADAP clients

because women have better access to Medicaid
and other programs, Peller said. The people who
lose their ADAP assistance would go on a waiting
list. 
Medications are free to individuals in the ADAP

program but would cost as much as $20,000 a year
if a person was uninsured, Peller said. In order to
qualify, individuals must have an annual income of
less than $54,000. The cost to the Illinois budget,
however, is $10,000 per person thanks to federal
pricing discounts. 
One solution to the funding dilemma facing

human services and education in Illinois is a tax
increase, said AIDS Foundation president and CEO
Mark Ishaug the day after Gov. Quinn’s budget
address. 
“The state budget is broken,” he wrote in a blog

entry on the AIDS Foundation’s Web site. “The best
solution is comprehensive tax reform like HB 174.”
Peller said Illinois’s HIV population ranks eighth

among states. Nationally, there are between 1.1
million and 1.2 million people who have HIV; in
Illinois the number falls between 43,000 and
45,000. African-Americans comprise 51 percent of

the HIV population, with Latinos at 15-17 percent.
The most at-risk groups are gay men and men

who have sex with men. Young African-American
gay men “have tremendously high rates of HIV,”
Peller said. He cited a 2008 Chicago Department of
Public Health study that said black gay youths and
men who have sex with men have an HIV rate that’s
seven times higher than that of their white peers. 
Arick Buckles is a medication adherence special-

ist who works with Chicago House, which provides
housing to people with HIV and AIDS. Buckles is an
African-American man who was diagnosed with HIV
in March 2005. 
“I lived a very, very risky life,” he said, but added

that he didn’t know much about HIV at the time or
how it was transmitted. He had been homeless and
engaged in unprotected sex with men and women. 
Joann Montes is a patient advocate at the Ruth M.

Rothstein CORE Center, a Cook County clinic that
deals with the care and prevention of HIV and AIDS
in Chicago. Montes is one of the small number of
women who relies on ADAP: married in March 1999,
she was infected by her husband and diagnosed
that November. 
“It was pretty overwhelming to know that you’re

HIV-positive,” she said. “I found out that I was HIV-
positive almost very closely to when I got infected.
The reason I wanted to get tested was because my
husband was an ex-IDU [injection drug user].”
Montes has been an advocate for HIV prevention for
eight years now.
“There are a number of reasons why HIV and AIDS

has continued to take hold in the United States,”
Peller said. “It’s really a question of insufficient
investment in HIV prevention.” 
He continued, “Politics has stood in the way of

science. There really needs to be more investment
in attacking some of the structural factors that are
impacting HIV rates,” like poverty, homophobia, the
impact of racism and incarceration in African-
American communities, and high rates of sexually
transmitted diseases.
“There needs to be an increased investment in

HIV prevention programs that work,” Peller added.
These programs include individual or group risk-
reduction counseling and condom distribution.
“Unfortunately, we’re seeing the opposite happen.”
The current Illinois budget cut funding to HIV pre-

vention and supportive services in order to preserve
ADAP. Prevention programs were cut by $4 million,
housing and supportive services by $3.4 million. In
Chicago that means roughly 15,000 people will be
unable to access HIV prevention services, while
approximately 7,500 will be affected downstate.

ment plans in order to survive and it is time for
the public sector to do the same.” 

For a start, Illinois should raise the retirement
age for state employees to the age required by
the Social Security Administration, Farrell said in
a Chicago Tribune editorial posted on illinoisis-
broke.com. “Right now, many state employees
can retire as young as 55 after 30 years of serv-
ice.” Commercial Club officials say the Illinois
budget could cut $20 billion in debt if it started
a less costly tier of benefits for both new and
existing workers. However, “this would lead to
World War III in the legislature and a huge legal
fight in the courts,” acknowledged Commercial
Club president R. Eden Martin at the club’s annu-
al meeting. Still, reforming existing employee
plans would save the Illinois budget $2 billion a
year, he said.

Other services to tax
The Shriver Center’s Bowman, meanwhile,

says that Illinois’s revenue streams have long
been inadequate in relation to its budget, “so we
paper it over with the lottery, gambling boats,
borrowing, and, lately, not paying our bills.”
Inadequate revenue was a problem before the
recession, but now it’s a “train wreck,” he added.
“The recession is so deep we can’t cut and bor-
row our way out of it. We need some new rev-
enue.” 

He calls the Illinois revenue system “antiquat-
ed and poorly designed” because it doesn’t grow
with the economy. As an example, he noted that
the Illinois sales tax applies to a shrinking part of
the economy—manufacturing—and not the
growing service sector. 

“Tax scholars have identified 170 different
services we could tax, and we only tax 15 of
them. Iowa taxes over 90,” Bowman said, adding
that the 3 percent income tax is the lowest of
any state with an income tax. It’s also a flat rate—
the same for everyone rather than graduated
according to salary.

Budget Impact:

1 in 4 might
lose AIDS meds 

From left: Joann Montes, Arick Buckles, John Peller



The Playground

You can send Eugene your questions at 1201 W. Lake, Chicago,
IL, 60607 or e-mail him at supreme_eugene@yahoo.com.

Crossword

Difficulty: Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Need to post
a legal notice
or a classified

ad?

Contact us at
advertising@
streetwise.org

or
312.829.2526

Deadline:
must submit 3
Mondays prior
to desired
publication

date.

StreetWise
publishes
every

Wednesday

Ask Eugene
“ a l l  t h e  b r i l l i a n c e  
t h a t  w i l l  f i t ”

Dear Eugene,
Did you know that Chicago became known as the official home

of baton twirling when the first baton-twir  ling contest was held as
part of the Chicagoland Music Festival in 1935?

—Brandt
Dear Brandt:
My hat is off to you for bringing to light this precious ruby from our

city’s past. I am delighted to relay to you that Chicago is owning up to
this fabulous pastime in a big way.  Forget whatever plans you had for
this Memorial Day, because Navy Pier is bringing you the biggest baton
twirling competition you have ever seen.  Head to batontwirlingnetwork
.net and ask yourself, DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A LEGEND?
If so, enter the 1st Annual LEGENDS CUP CHAMPIONSHIPS! On a per-
sonal note, you especially don’t want to miss the 8 a.m. Jubilee
Competition on Saturday or the Baton Individual Legends' Cup
Championship Finals at 3 p.m. on Sunday. I don’t want to give away too
much, but the buzz is that things are going to get pretty wild.

Also, if you feel like making a weekend of it, in nearby Janesville, WI
you can visit the National Baton Twirling Museum, featuring the exten-
sive collection of Don Sartell, 79, who has more than 200 boxes and
50,000 photos of twirling paraphernalia.  And that’s not creepy at all.

Another weird side note (which is redundant being that the sport of
baton twirling is in itself a weird side note), is
the president of the Baton Twirling Network,
David Mindlin. 

Close your eyes... image the face of some-
one who claims to be baton twirling’s “#1 fan.”
Would you guess it would be a middle-aged
Yale graduate who runs a file management
company?  According to his Web bio, “David
believes that all children should have an equal
opportunity to participate and grow personally
through the sport of baton.” He encourages
“building overall character while expanding life
experiences through baton twirling...David is the
#1 Fan of all athletes who twirl a baton.” 

Sudoku

How
 w
as your day...? Positive?

pm
aeveryday.com
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Pictured: 
Baton Twirling’s #1 Fan
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By Ben Cook
StreetWise Staff

Craig B., StreetWise’s 2008 Rookie of the Year,
has been working hard the past year to improve
himself in areas of knowledge where he feels
he’s lacking, most notably his computer skills. 

When Craig was in college in the early ’80s
computers weren’t a part of everyday life as
they are now. In order to make himself a viable
employee and satisfy his quest for self-knowl-
edge, he’s really been pushing himself to learn
as much about computing as he can, taking full
advantage of the various free programs that
StreetWise offers. Craig was part of the initial
group of StreetWise vendors to graduate from
the LEED Council job training program; now
he’s working with a tutor at the StreetWise
office once a week to sharpen his skills training.

Craig is proud of his achievements. “I was in
the first class. I graduated [with] basic comput-
er training, and then I took the second class,
Microsoft Office Specialist . . . That second class
had areas that I didn’t finish. I was there every
day, and I had plenty of zeal, but they were mov-
ing so fast that I wasn’t able to be certified in
the end.

“This tutoring thing—which is a beautiful
thing, I think—I’m doing it once a week right
now,” he says. “We work on the things that are of
the utmost importance to me, things that I want
to do.” Craig understands that real change
comes from within, and he has a long history of
bettering himself. “I’ve built up my vocabulary
and made myself articulate through reading.” 

He originally wanted to be a photographer,
and took classes at Southern Illinois University
to that effect for a year and a half before finan-
cial difficulties forced him to quit. He still stud-
ies photography, however, and has an apprecia-

tion for manual photography, as he feels it takes
a lot more skill than the digital kind and has less
room for error.

Craig says that someday he would like to
focus more on photography, but right now
improving his knowledge of computers needs
to come first.

“By having basic computer training, knowing
how to get to the Internet, knowing how to
build a Web site—those are the important
things to know . . . I still need tutoring on Web
design, because I want my own Web site. When
you go to computer classes they teach you
mechanics, but I didn’t really get a chance to
play around and see how creative I could be
with the skills that I’ve learned. With this tutor I
get to work on all of that.“

As far as his involvement with StreetWise
goes, Craig continues to be self-motivated. “I can
be found on Van Buren and Financial Place,
which is the other side of the LaSalle entrance
to the Chicago Board Options Exchange . . . As
people come to the Rock Island Metra line they
meet me first, with my [copies of] StreetWise.”

He likes to work the lunch and after-work
crowds. “People don’t like to be accosted in the
morning . . . A lot of them haven’t had their cof-
fee yet, and they’re groggy.” Craig sells his mag-
azines seven days a week: weekdays at Van
Buren, and weekends up north. 

“I would just like to say that StreetWise real-
ly works, you know, and it wouldn’t work if it
weren’t for the customers who buy [the maga-
zine] from me, or any vendor,” he says. “It has
enabled me to upgrade myself emotionally, psy-
chologically, and financially, and I’ve honed and
sharpened my entrepreneurial skills. I would
also like to say thank you very much for your
support.”

“
This tutoring
thing—which is a
beautiful thing, I
think—I’m doing it
once a week... we
work on the things
that are of the
utmost importance
to me....




