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From the Director
By Bruce Crane

Executive Director

Volunteer day at StreetWise happens
about once a month, on a Saturday.
Sometimes we have a few volunteers.

Other times we have a community group that
comes, en mass, to help us complete a bigger
project.  This past Saturday we had two such
groups that took over StreetWise by storm.
They handled many tasks with great dispatch
and care.  J P Morgan Chase coordinated their
service day at StreetWise to continue the work
on transforming our underutilized warehouse-
entrance area into a vendor lounge.  

This is becoming a place for our vendors to
relax, chat, feel more connection to the organi-
zation and each other, and to be prideful in the
nice space they can enjoy.  Additionally, this
moves these activities out of our more cramped
computer learning center, allowing for a better
environment in that space, more conducive to
computer learning and our emerging social
work activities.  

Finally, the initiative to create a nice vendor
lounge is consistent with our core value that
respect and dignity support personal growth,
well-being, and self respect.  StreetWise needs
to model this behavior in all that we do.

We are most thankful to Williams
Montgomery & John for the donation of most of
the furniture in this new space; to J P Morgan
Chase for providing wonderful people, painting
and cleaning supplies and lunch for all; and to a
wonderful group of DePaul University students
from the DePaul Community Service
Association for choosing StreetWise to be their
recipient for a wonderful community service
day.  

Collectively, they organized things; cleaned
and polished the furniture; painted the walls in
our vendor lounge, social service meeting area,
and our café; cleaned our windows; moved files,
cabinets and vending machines; and mopped
up everywhere!  It was a tremendously success-
ful day.

On behalf of our staff and our vendors, we
thank our volunteers for all they do.  We
couldn’t do this without you.  We welcome

volunteers and would love to include you in
whatever way would be meaningful to you.  You
can see our web site, www.streetwise.org, for
opportunities, or contact our volunteer coordi-
nator, Whitney St. Pierre, at whstpierre@
gmail.com, with any questions and to get
involved.  It is amazing how wonderful our
painted walls look.  It is a completely different
atmosphere than gray cinder block and mottled
concrete.    

PICS BY BEN COOK
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Three schools have been awarded
Oppenheimer awards for their
project approach to learning: York
High School, Montefiore Special
School, and Amundsen
High School. 11page

River Tours plus...

Modern Wing exhibit
installation, Taste of
Chicago preview, Karaoke
Fun Time musical, Arts
District gallery night, Shop
Chicago, Climate Cycle
and more 
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Our Contributing Writers

From the Streets

Ginny Erwin has written nutrition and fitness articles for several local and
national publications, such as the Chicago Tribune and On-Health magazine. She
has a bachelor’s degree in nutrition science and dietetics and a master’s degree
in nutrition communications and marketing.

Cindy Kurman Barrie and Lee Barrie are the principals of Kurman
Communications, Inc., a Chicago-based marketing and public relations agency.
Please follow all StreetWise restaurant features on Twitter @DineWise and sub-
scribe to the blog at: http://dinewise-chicago.blogspot.com. Or visit their blog at
gotbuzzatkurman.com

Richard Eisenhardt is a lifelong Chicago theatre fan whose theatregoing experi-
ence traces over half a century. Richard's reviews have appeared in StreetWise
for 14 years and also Our Village Publications.  Richard says "There is nothing
like live  theatre - long may it live."

By Ben Cook

StreetWise Staff

Student leaders and members of GEM, the
Grassroots Education Movement, called for
Chicago Public Schools to provide line-

item budget details and hold immediate public
hearings before the Chicago Board of
Education casts its budget vote. 

Members of Chicago Youth Initiating Change
(CYIC) and other CPS student leaders led a
walkout of 900 students from 13 schools on
April 8. They returned to CPS headquarters on
April 27 to meet with budget director Cristina
Herzog and demanded that “CPS take this devas-
tating budget off the table.” According to Javier
Lara Mendez, a senior at Little Village Lawndale
High School, students demanded an “equitable,
transparent budget with no cuts to students or
teachers.” 

GEM member Karen Lewis, the Caucus of
Rank-and-File Educators’ (CORE) presidential
candidate in the upcoming Chicago Teachers
Union election, questioned the veracity of CPS’s
announced deficits. “Exactly why should we
believe CPS’s deficit numbers? There’s no line-
item detail. CPS dances around how much
[chief executive officer Ron] Huberman makes
and we’re just supposed to believe these num-
bers? Today we demand a line-item accounting
of CPS’s budget. Let’s focus first on outside con-
tractors. Each one—name the names on those

contracts. Then let’s have public community
debates now, before the board votes on this
disaster.”

Lewis added that “35 students in a classroom
is inhumane, and it nearly guarantees school
and student failure. So what’s Huberman really
talking about here? Is this about funding or is it
about profit?”

Alejandra Ibanez of Pilsen Alliance pointed to
a source of revenue for CPS. “It’s uncon-
scionable that Mayor Daley asks CPS teachers to
‘go on a diet’ and put 35 students in a classroom
when TIFs [tax increment financing districts]
take $250 million away from schools each year,
which [is] then deposited to the mayor’s pri-
vate slush fund. We’re tired of the hypocrisy.” 

Students at the rally said that a quality educa-
tion is a human right and that their voices often
go unheard. A student from Percy L. Julian High
School commented on the fact that these cuts
are especially hurtful to foster kids, who count
on their time at school not just for education
but to create a sense of belonging and family.

“These cuts will affect the everyday lives of
hundreds of thousands of students like me. It’s
a shame that we have to fight for education and
extracurricular activities with all the hardships
and violence the youth of Chicago are going
through right now,” said Charles Handcox, a
junior at Julian. “We are tired, angry, and ready
to take a stand!” 

Anthony Heintzelman is a graduate of the journalism program at Columbia
College.  He is a lifelong resident of the Chicago area.

Dr. Geraldine Haller has been the principal of Jahn Magnet Cluster School with-
in the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and an assistant principal of Bell Regional
Gifted Center. Haller has been a teacher of early childhood and elementary edu-
cation and an instructional trainer for teachers at the Chicago Academy for
Professional Growth. She has worked with the Illinois State Board of Education
Department of Teacher Education and Certification and managed curriculum
writing and professional development for the CPS Bureau of Early Childhood. She
was cited as the Outstanding Teacher of the year and presented with the Illinois
Congress Of Parents and Teachers Distinguished Service Scroll Award. In 2004
she was honored with the Phi Delta Kappa award from Northeastern University
as the Outstanding Educator of the Year. She now consults to CPS on providing
special education students the least restrictive environment in which they can
best flourish.   

Students rally for education

Arrests precede
deportations
Two dozen activists were arrested Tuesday, April 27,

and more than twice that amount attended a Monday-
evening interfaith vigil at the Broadview Detention
Center that called for immigrant legalization legislation
in the United States Senate by April 30. 
“Whoever we vote for, they are lying to us,” said

Father Jose Landaverde of Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe Church. “President Obama said he would
give us reform in 100 days.” Instead, deportations
during the president’s first year in office have num-
bered 400,000, event organizers said. 
“Stop the reign of racial terror in the south. Illinois

will not be Arizona,” said Steven Smith of the Illinois
Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights in refer-
ence to legislation passed by the Arizona state senate,
which activists said would increase racial profiling to
identify potential undocumented residents.
Other endorsing organizations included the Jewish

Council on Urban Affairs (JCUA), 8th Day Center for
Justice, Centro Sin Fronteras, Southwest Organizing
Project, and Service Employees International Union
(SEIU). 
Hidden in a warehouse area, the two-story detention

center receives undocumented immigrants from coun-
ty jails across the region between 1 and 4 a.m. each
morning. By 6 a.m., anywhere from 40 to 100 people
are loaded into vans bound for O’Hare—and
deportation. 
JCUA executive director Jane Ramsey and Rabbi

Joshua Salter, an organizer at Southwest Organizing
Project and associate rabbi of Beth Shalom B’nai
Zaken on the South Side, were among the 24 activists
whose arrests briefly stalled the April 27 deportations.
Ramsey cited Arizona’s legislation and the “surge in
deportations even while the Obama administration
acknowledges the system is broken” as reasons for
her civil disobedience. 
Although the early-morning arrests didn’t stop that

day’s proceedings, Tania Unzueta, a cofounder of the
Immigrant Youth Justice League, which helped organ-
ize the rally, said it was successful because it made a
statement. “It raises the stakes as to what people are
willing to do for immigration reform.”
She added, “People don’t understand how desperate

people feel. It’s something I, as an undocumented per-
son, think about every day. It affects every aspect of
my life, my school, my job, my future. I see families
torn apart every day. I know at least five families going
through deportation. We will be willing to be arrested
and there will be larger civil actions if nothing hap-
pens around immigration reform.” 
Unzueta has been accepted into a master’s program

at the University of Illinois at Chicago, but scholarships
are limited because of her undocumented status, and
travel outside the U.S. could lead to deportation. That’s
why she would be somewhat mollified if President
Obama pushed for passage of the DREAM Act, which
would legalize students who came to the U.S. before
age 16 or who have finished two years of college or
military service. 
Unzueta said her family came to the U.S. because

her father was offered a job and was promised help
with legalization, a promise that was later reneged. A
second attempt was blocked because of his union-
organizing efforts.

—Suzanne Hanney
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Conscientious objector jailed

International Network of Street Papers Street News Service

By Cydney Gillis

Reprinted from Real Change News (Seattle)

United States Army Sgt. Travis Bishop
served 15 months in Iraq, but he got
lucky—he and his unit were stationed

inside the compound of Baghdad’s Camp
Victory, where he spent his tour of duty work-
ing behind a desk.

He didn’t have to go on any raids or kill any-
one. But early last year he got word that his unit
was headed to Afghanistan, and his world
turned upside down.

It’s not that he didn’t understand America
was at war when he joined the Army in 2004, or
his duty as a soldier. In fact, with violence esca-
lating in Afghanistan, it was clear to Bishop that
he would have to kill or be killed, a quandary
that led him, as the day of his deployment
neared, to seek solace in the Scripture.

“I wanted to get right [with] my Creator, so I
started reading my Bible,” Bishop says. But his
studies quickly reminded him that killing “was
not what Jesus had in mind.”

He shared his feelings with some ex-Army
buddies near his base at Fort Hood, Texas, and
learned that he was a conscientious objector, a
military status the 26-year-old says he thought
was a relic of the Vietnam era. After some seri-
ous soul-searching, Bishop says, he left the base
without permission on the day his unit was to
deploy and started work on an application for
CO status.

Seven days later, in May 2009, he turned in his
application as well as himself for going AWOL,
starting an odyssey in which the military would
put Bishop’s sincerity on trial and he would
serve nine months in an Army jail in Washington
state, where he and another soldier say they
were abused and humiliated. Their lawyers
went public about their treatment last fall.

Bishop’s court-martial for going AWOL is
equivalent to a federal misdemeanor convic-
tion, says his attorney, James Branum. It includes
a loss of rank (from sergeant back to private), a
bad-conduct discharge, and a mark on Bishop’s
permanent record that will follow him for the
rest of his life.

But Bishop, a native of Kentucky, says he isn’t
worried. As he explained in an interview with
Rea l Change News two days after his release
from the brig, slightly disoriented after his
return to freedom, he has his music, plans for
college, and a clear conscience.

In his court-martial last August,  Army prose-
cutors repeatedly questioned Bishop’s quick
change of heart. In his client’s defense, Branum,
a Mennonite Quaker whose legal practice is
devoted to conscientious objectors, argued that
because the Army doesn’t advise soldiers that
they have a right to file for CO status, in essence
it denies that right altogether.

The goal, he says, is to establish that the Army
is remiss in not telling soldiers what a conscien-
tious objector is and how to apply for the sta-
tus—essential training, he and Bishop insist,
that could ultimately save lives. “If Travis had
gone into combat and stifled his conscience
and in a moment of crisis didn’t pull the trigger,
his buddies would have been in danger,”
Branum says. “It’s actually good for the Army to
get rid of conscientious objectors.”

“When they have to make that snap decision,
what do you want them to do?” Bishop asks. “I
think you want them to shoot.”

He’s paid a high price for realizing he could-
n’t shoot, he says. But thanks in part to Amnesty
International declaring Bishop a prisoner of
conscience, and more than 400 supporters writ-
ing letters on his behalf to Fort Hood’s com-
mander, he was given three months off his orig-
inal one-year sentence.

Still, he says, his nine months in military
prison were hell. Unable to communicate with
his lawyer or the outside world for weeks,
Bishop claims that female guards had access to
watch him in the shower and on the toilet, and
strip searches were recorded by surveillance
cameras—all because he didn’t want to kill
people, he says.

© Street News Service: www.street-papers.org

WorldWise

Honor killings persist
Mona Alami
Courtesy of Inter Press Service

AMMAN, Jordan — In April a 33-year-old man
was charged with hammering his wife to death
and dumping her body on the highway leading
to Jordan’s Queen Alia International Airport. The
husband confessed to murdering her to defend
his “honor” after she met with a male friend.

Also last month, local newspapers ran a story
about a man allegedly shooting and killing his
Moroccan wife and her sister and injuring the
wife’s lawyer in the Ain Al Basha area. The wife
had filed for divorce and was on her way to
court with her sister and attorney when they
were attacked.

“There are about 12 honor-crime cases every
year in Jordan,” estimates Diana Shalabi, director
of the complaint office at the Jordanian
National Commission for Women (JNCW).
“However, many crimes involving women are
categorized falsely as honor killings and should
be called regular crimes instead,” she says. 

Honor crimes are considered acts of violence
perpetrated by family members against females
who are perceived to have shamed the family.
The Jordanian penal code currently includes
provisions that justify honor crimes to some
extent by allowing leniency in such situations.

‘Binner’ ticketed
By Sean Condon
Reprinted from Megaphone, (Vancouver, B.C.)

Last January, Edie, a resident of the
Downtown Eastside, was selling secondhand
clothes and jewelry on East Hastings Street
when she was approached by three Vancouver
police officers. When they ran a check on her
name, they told her they had “some good news
and some bad news.” The good news was that
she wasn’t going to get a ticket. The bad news
was that she was going to jail.

The officers told her she could either accept
a ticket for illegal vending, which comes with a
$250 fine, or have her goods confiscated. “I’m
living on less than $300 a month,” she says. “I’m
[vending] just to supplement my income. I can’t
afford these tickets. Even if they were 25 cents,
I couldn’t afford them.”

Like many of the vendors on the unit block of
East Hastings, Edie sells her goods for one to
five dollars and uses the money to supplement
her disability checks; the goods are either found
or given to her by friends. Many of the other
vendors on the block are “binners” who find
items that are still valuable while digging in
dumpsters for bottles and cans.

StreetWise is proud to provide WorldWise content republished by the International Network of Street Papers’

independent street news wire.  This service features stories submitted by the 100+ street papers around the

world in an effort to raise awareness for homelessness and to bring a voice to the underserved.
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By Ginny  Erwin
StreetWise Contributor, www.ginetics.org

I love to encourage
folks to plant spring
flowers and gardens.
Even if you only have a
small flower box on
your balcony, flowers
bring honey bees.  And
bees bring so much
wonderful food into
our lives!

I hope folks take a
moment to recognize all the good things that
honey and bees bring into our daily lives. Bees
are hard-working insects, and the honeybee is
the only insect that produces food eaten by
man. Honey is a source of carbohydrates (fruc-
tose and glucose), and contains minerals, vita-
mins, and enzymes. Honey is a “real” natural
ingredient. Of all the widely used sweeteners,
like sugar, Splenda, and high-fructose corn
syrup, honey is the least processed. Plus, honey
just plain tastes great!

Honey has been called the “food of the gods.”
This sweetener has been a part of our diets for
millions of years.  Researchers from Ottawa
University in Canada have researched a special
strain of honey called Manuka, from New
Zealand. The honey was used on methicillin-
resistant staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) bacte-
ria related to sinus infections, and the results
were amazing. This honey was just as effective

FoodWise with Ginny Erwin

DineWise
By Lee Barrie & Cindy Kurman Barrie

StreetWise Contributors

Mexican seafood lovers, the road to
happiness leads to Mariscos El Veneno

Ashland Avenue, just south of Division in the
Ukrainian Village neighborhood, has become a haven
for casual, family-style Mexican restaurants.
Typically, they are modest mom-and-pop venues that
cater to a largely Hispanic neighborhood crowd. But
the one that often has a line of eager diners out the
door is the exceptional Mexican seafood restaurant
Mariscos el Veneno (1024 N. Ashland Ave., 773-252-
7200; there are also three other locations in the city,
and one in Mount Prospect).
This understated yet festive, friendly eatery pre-

pares a wide range of fish and seafood comfort dish-
es emanating from the Mexican west-central state of

Nayarit, along the Pacific coast. The dishes are deli-
cious and huge, huge, huge. The dining room is filled
with the laughter and joy that comes from people lov-
ing their food, the staff, and each other’s company. 
Once you’re seated you’ll notice four bottles of hot

chile sauce on the table, ranging from mild to atomic.
Starting with the Shrimp Tostada, you’ll also notice
that everything is freshly homemade and very tasty.
When your server brings out the delicious taco chips
and salsa, be forewarned—the salsa is HOT. If you
take more than a small dab, your mouth will burn for
the next half hour. Trust us. So let us repeat: HOT, HOT,
HOT!
There are many delicious starters from which to

choose. The oysters on the shell are very fresh; you
can order them with melted cheese if you like. You’ll
also enjoy the fish or shrimp tacos, and the shrimp
and fish ceviches are colorful and excellent. We think
that the shrimp and octopus cocktail is memorable
(you can get just shrimp, if you prefer); there are two
sizes, and the “large” can actually work as a light
entree. Another wonderful cocktail specialty is the so-
called Poison Cup, with shrimp, octopus, oysters,
clams, and marlin ceviche.

Moving on to the entrees, there is also a wide selec-
tion. These huge dishes are perfect for sharing, family
style; two to three entrees will usually satisfy up to
four people, and even then you may wind up taking
home some leftovers. There are many favorites: One
of ours is the Cucarachas, a plate full of steamed
shrimp prepared al ajillo (in a rich garlic sauce). You
can also order the shrimp rancheros style (with butter
sauce) or a la diabla (breaded in a chile sauce). These
are simply perfect, as well as perfectly simple.
If you’d like a wider variety of seafood, go for the

Chapuzón del Mar, which includes octopus, oysters,
and shrimp. If you’re a crab legs fan, you’ll be very
pleased with Crab Legs Nayarit Style, marinated and
steamed and served with sliced cucumbers, tomatoes,
and onions. Other seafood specialties include Stuffed
Lobster, served either Nayarit style or in a mushroom
cream sauce.
If fish is your preference you have several ways to

go. Filet of fish (catch of the day) can be prepared gar-
lic style, butter style, or breaded, and if you’d like
whole fried fish, you can order Fried Mojarra (tilapia)
or Fried Huachinango (red snapper), served three
ways.

Show me the honey!
killing the bacteria as many powerful antibi-
otics! Honey has been used to treat other ail-
ments, such as burns, and cuts, and can help
heal wounds. Clearly, honey is something spe-
cial that deserves more research and explo-
ration (www.health.us-news.com). However,
keep in mind that honey should not be fed to
babies younger than one year old.

You can use honey in cooking instead of
sugar.  Because it is sweeter than sugar, you
need to use less. If you are experimenting with
honey in a recipe, try replacing half the sugar
with honey, as the flavor can be very strong.
Honey is hygroscopic, (meaning it attracts
water), so it is good for baking cakes and
muffins since it keeps them moister for longer. 

Here are some more cooking tips: Remember,
honey is much sweeter than table sugar! You
should also subtract some liquid from a recipe
when honey is used. Take a tip from grandma
and run a spoon under a hot tap for smooth and
easy honey drizzling. Thick honey is delicious
combined with cinnamon and poured over nat-
ural yogurt and fresh fruit. Crystallized honey
can be softened simply by standing it in warm
water for a few minutes. Don’t overheat,
because this can cause color and taste changes. 

Honey is a fantastic base ingredient for mari-
nades, sauces, and glazes, giving a naturally
sweet edge to hundreds of sweet and savory
dishes. Try mixing honey and dijon mustard
together, and brush over chicken or pork.  

Spring Honey Dessert
serves 4

FoodWise Shopping List:
• 1 cup fresh pineapple, sliced
• 2 tablespoons honey
• 4 slices of lime

Ginny’s Cooking Instructions:
•Preheat oven to 300
degrees

•Place slices of pineap-
ple on a baking sheet

•Drizzle the honey over
slices, and bake for ten

minutes.

•Place on dessert
places, and garnish with

a slice of lime.

Nutritional Info
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Also note that you can order platter-sized dishes if
you’re with a larger group. For an added touch to your
meal, enjoy some garlic bread and herbed rice as
sides. The specialty dessert is homemade Piña Colada
Pie.

Hours: 10 a.m.-10 p.m., Mon.-Thurs.;
10 a.m.-11 p.m., Fri.-Sun.

Mariscos El Veneno
1024 N. Ashland Ave, Chicago; (773) 252-7200; 6651 S. Pulaski, Chicago; (773) 582-5576;
6835 S. Pulaksi, Chicago; (773) 735-7888; 4465 S. Archer, Chicago; (773) 475-7044;1590
Busse Rd., Mt. Prospect, IL; (847) 364-9988

By Anthony Heintzelman 

StreetWise Contributor

More than 80 volunteers
from People’s Gas spent
a day working at

Cornerstone Community Out-
reach in Chicago’s Uptown
neighborhood on Saturday, April
24. The group completed nearly a
dozen different projects through-
out the shelter as part of the
company’s 13th annual
Commitment to Community Day.

“People’s Gas [volunteers]
have basically worked miracles,”
said Sandy Ramsey, Cornerstone’s
executive director.

The group of volunteers, which
included friends and family mem-
bers, started in the morning and
worked into the afternoon, paint-
ing multiple rooms and walls,
installing exit signs and anti-scald
valves in the day care center,
building a pergola and picnic
tables on the rooftop playground,
installing kitchen cabinets, mak-
ing widespread changes to the
women’s restroom, and more.

Both Ramsey and Rich Chavez,
a general supervisor for the proj-

ect, agreed that the additions to
the day care were some of the
most significant. With the anti-
scald valves and exit signs in
place, Cornerstone’s day care cen-
ter can now be licensed, allowing
working mothers to leave the
building during the day while
their children are being watched.

“We’re not just here to cut off
your gas or turn it on,” joked
Chavez. “We actually give back.”

For fellow general supervisor
Antwan Mahomes, who has now
participated in 12 of the compa-
ny’s Commitment to Community
Days, the reasons for doing it are
simple. “I like it,” he said. “Just to
give back.”

Every year, volunteers from
People’s Gas spend a day complet-
ing a variety of projects at one
location. The company provides
the materials, and a core team of
volunteers spends days, some-
times weeks getting everything
ready for the chosen day.

Ramsey is amazed at the gen-
erosity Cornerstone has seen
recently. “You would think that in
recessional times people would

be clutching their money or their
time,” she said. “Not so.”

Despite Chicago’s Plan to End
Homelessness and its emphasis
on bypassing shelters to place
people in homes, Chavez says
organizations like Cornerstone
play a vital role in helping people
get back on their feet. “If a place
like this prepares them for own-
ing a home in the future, then it’s
a good thing.”

Ramsey thinks the city’s plan is

good in general but will always
need some tweaking. However, “I
think you’re always going to have
a need for some sort of shelter,”
she said. 

Cornerstone Community Out-
reach was founded at 4628 N.
Clifton Ave. when the city helped
Jesus People USA Evangelical
Covenant Church purchase the
site. Cornerstone helps up to 500
men, women, and children every
day.

People’s Gas volunteers time at Cornerstone

Antwan Mahomes

at left, and Rich

Chavez painting at

Cornerstone.
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Events Calendar May 12-May 18

W e d n e s d a y
Come to Prudential Plaza, 180 N. Stetson Ave.,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for a public preview of
Taste of Chicago. Participating vendors will sell
menu items (while supplies last) that will be their
offerings at this year’s event, to be held 6/25-7/4
in Grant Park. Lunchtime crowds need not pur-
chase food tickets—the booths will take cash.

Audience members make suggestions and choose
one of 60 songs to become the opening number for
Happy Karaoke Fun Time! An Improvised
Karaoke Musical, in which actors create scenes
and invent new lyrics to songs chosen at random
by a karaoke DJ. Wed 10 p.m., through 5/26,
Gorilla Tango Theatre, 1919 N. Milwaukee Ave. $10.
For more info, call 773-598-4549 or visit gorilla-
tango.com.

Calendar Spotlight:
Free Gallery talk and Dixieland concert at the Oriental Institute
Gallery Talk
Pioneers to the Past: American Archaeologists in
the Middle East, 1919-1920
Wednesday, May 12  12:15 PM
FREE  No registration required    
Join Emily Teeter, special exhibits coordinator,

to tour and discuss the Pioneers to the Past
special exhibit, with special emphasis on James
Henry Breasted’s three-month stay in Egypt. See
how the political and social contacts he made,
and the financial resources he had acquired,
enabled Breasted to obtain objects that became
key pieces in the Egyptian collections of both the
Oriental Institute and Art Institute of Chicago and
also to influence the future of archaeology in the
Middle East.   

Concert
Passport to Jazz with Eric Schneider’s Hot
Dixieland Quartet
Sunday, May 16  2:00 PM FREE  
No registration required

Eric Schneider’s Hot Dixieland Quartet comes to
the Oriental Institute to perform in conjunction with
the special exhibit Pioneers to the Past: American
Archaeologists in the Middle East, 1919-1920.
Born and raised on Chicago’s South Side,
Schneider played saxophone and clarinet with the
Count Basie and Earl Fatha’ Hines orchestras and
has performed with the who’s who of jazz, includ-
ing Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah Vaughn.   Schneider’s
Hot Dixieland Quartet will bring the World War I era
of Pioneers to the Past to life as they fill Breasted
Hall with the great sounds of Dixieland jazz. 
Following the concert there will be a coffee

reception with the artists.
This free event is supported in part by the Hyde

Park Alliance for Arts and Culture (HyPa).  HyPa’s
Passport to Jazz Programming presents unique
jazz-related experiences through events in Hyde
Park’s landmark and nationally renowned cultural
and arts organizations.

T h u r s d a y
Gen Art’s Shop Chicago fashion bazaar returns
in a new location, showcasing more than 50
emerging accessory and clothing designers, both
local and national. Includes a DJ, beauty lounge,
and beer and wine; VIP extras include gift bags,
access to a private lounge, appetizers, and cock-
tails. 6-10 p.m., Galleria Marchetti, 825 W. Erie St.
Free with RSVP at genart.org, $30 VIP. For more
info, call 212-255-7300 or visit
genart.org/shop/chicago-2010.

F r i d a y
Expanding upon its visual art theme, the Chicago
Arts District’s Second Fridays Gallery Night (sec-
ond Friday of each month, 6-10 p.m.), a walking
tour of about 30 spots in the Pilsen neighborhood,
adds performance art and shopping opportunities to
its roster of opening receptions at indie galleries. 

The participating venues are Artpentry, 1827 S.
Halsted St.; South Halsted Gallery, 1825 S. Halsted;
Deliciously Vintage, 1747 S. Halsted; Temple
Gallery, 1749 S. Halsted; Chicago Art Department,
1837 S. Halsted; EP Theater, 1820 S. Halsted;
Rooms Productions, 645 W. 18th St.; Logsdon
1909, 1909 S. Halsted; and Vespine Gallery, 1907
S. Halsted. Maps can be picked up at the Arts
District information center, located at 1821 S.
Halsted. Free. For more info, call 312-738-8000,
ext. 108, or visit chicagoartsdistrict.org.
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New installation, Untitled (Alliance) on

display through September 19

B
ritish artist Roger Hiorns, who was nomi-
nated for the Turner Prize in 2009, has
been selected as the next contemporary
artist to be featured on the Bluhm Family

Terrace of the Art Institute of Chicago’s Modern
Wing (111 S. Michigan Ave.). His installation
Untitled (Alliance) is a site-specific sculpture
consisting of two massive Boeing airplane engines,
which have been placed on the terrace in the fore-
ground of the Chicago skyline and Millennium Park.
Hiorns’s first collaboration with a major American
museum, Untitled (Alliance) will be on display
through Sun 9/19, and is free and open to the pub-
lic. The Art Institute’s hours are Mon-Wed 10:30
a.m.-5 p.m., Thu-Fri 10:30 a.m.-8 p.m., and Sat-
Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
The London-based artist is perhaps best known

for his work Seizure (2008), in which he filled an
abandoned apartment complex in south London
with liquid copper sulfate. Over time, the copper
sulfate solidified and coated every surface and tex-
ture of the space with brilliant blue crystals.
Seizure garnered Hiorns the prestigious Turner
Prize nomination and secured his reputation as an
artist who creates arresting sculptural objects,
installations, and performances that integrate
unusual materials such as detergent, disinfectant,
semen, fire, and chemical compounds to engineer
physical and aesthetic transformations.
Untitled (Alliance), Hiorns’s work for the Art

Institute, combines his interest in machine forms
with his preoccupation with the symbolic power of
culturally “dominant” objects. His previous engine-

based sculptures have involved the atomization of
a passenger jet to fine dust, the insertion of brain
matter into the engine of a Toyota people carrier,
and the coating of automobile engines in translu-
cent, aqua-colored copper sulfate crystals. In the
most general terms, engines are a symbolic and
physical manifestation of power, and for Hiorns,
they’re a metaphor for organic and global net-
works—inert but also threateningly alive.
This commissioned project on the Bluhm Family

Terrace of the Modern Wing comprises two Pratt &
Whitney TF33 P9 engines, which were once mount-
ed on Boeing EC-135 Looking Glass long-range sur-
veillance planes. Here, United States Air Force
engine apparatuses—tools of security and preven-
tative action—become subject to a further material
alteration. Hiorns has incorporated into the engines
Effexor, Citalopram, and Mannitol, three pharmaceu-
ticals used to treat trauma and depression; they will
be invisible and inaccessible to the viewer, provid-
ing the connection between global security and
individual well-being. This gesture suggests, like
the engines themselves, the creation and alleviation
of anxiety on both a national and personal level. 
Untitled (Alliance)  furthers Hiorns’s program of

“re-evaluating selected objects.” He has stated
that “powerful organizations in the world leave
their excess power lying in the street for the citizen
or the artist to pick up and reuse, reassert, or
transgress from the original use.” The Pratt &
Whitney engines, now abandoned tools of surveil-
lance missions, represent this excess of literal and
figurative power, called into service at the Art
Institute to remind visitors, as do the pharmaceuti-
cals, of the price of prosperity and the materials of
modern society.

S a t u r d a y
Is there a link between tattoos and mental health?
Find out for yourself at Ink 4 Mental Health, a
fundraiser for Community Counseling Centers of
Chicago (C4) that takes place Sat 5/15, noon-10
p.m., and Sun 5/16, noon-8 p.m., at Insight
Studios, 1062 N. Milwaukee Ave., a premier studio
for custom tattoos and piercings that will donate all
proceeds from services performed that weekend to
C4. Visit insightstudiosonline.com to take a peek at
Insight’s work, and for more information about the
event, contact Marta Bailey at 773-765-0809. C4, a
community mental health agency serving the North
Side since 1972, provides services to more than
9,000 low-income adults and children every year.

Climate Cycle, a nonprofit organization dedicated
to installing solar system models in Chicago-area
public schools, will hold its Solar Schools Ride ben-
efit on the north end of Grant Park, near DuSable
Harbor, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Cyclists of all levels
are invited to participate. The second annual biking
festival event features a variety of eco-friendly and
family-oriented activities as well as live music,
exhibits, free “green” products, and more. In addi-
tion to a four-mile family ride, 10- and 20-mile
treks and a 62-mile Metric Century ride (from
Indiana) will be available to all cyclists. All partici-
pants who meet the fundraising requirements will
receive a complimentary lunch, T-shirt, goody bag,
and snacks. To learn more and register, visit cli-
matecycle.org.

S u n d a y
Chicago’s first lady, Maggie Daley, and the
Chicago Architecture Foundation are supporting
the city’s most injured, abused, and neglected ani-
mals with the donation of a cruise-line vessel and
architecture docent-led tour to benefit Tree House
Humane Society, Chicago’s 39-year-old no-kill,
cageless animal shelter. The “Puss ‘n’ Boats”
architecture cruise (8:30-10:30 a.m.) boasts a
complimentary light breakfast, family atmosphere,
and 90-minute narrated Chicago River cruise with
commentary on famous lakefront architecture,
including 17 bridges and 82 buildings and land-
marks. Free for children 4 and under, $20 ages 5-
12, $35 ages 13 and over. For more info, visit tree-
houseanimals.org.

T u e s d a y
The self-guided Heart of Oak Park walking tour,
with audio commentary from former Oak Park resi-
dents, explores the evolution of architecture from
the Victorian era through the Art Deco period of the
1930s. Daily 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m., Oak Park Visitor’s
Center, 1010 Lake St. $7-$10; Tuesdays free. For
more info, call 708-848-1500

Massive airplane engines installed at Modern Wing
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StreetWise Theatre

Catch Incognito at the Berwyn Cultural Center
An individual’s search for identity takes an unexpected turn

Imagine discovering you are not the person you thought you were: that you have a family, a history, an eth-
nicity you never knew. Writer/performer Michael Fosberg recounts his true tale of his search for his biological
father at age 34 that turns up a whole lot more. Armed with only the name of his father and the knowledge that
he lived in the Detroit area two decades earlier, Michael, who is white, makes a miraculous call that in one
instant changes his entire identity: his father is African-American. This sets in motion a series of discoveries of
family—of secrets and lies, confrontation and reconciliation. Incognito balances humor and emotion as it deals
with race, prejudice and life’s difficult choices. Post-show dialogues follow every performance.
Michael Fosberg, a Chicago native, has been writing, acting, and directing for more than 25 years. He has

performed in Chicago as an actor at the Steppenwolf and Goodman Theatres. More information about the play
can be gathered from his web site: www.incognitotheplay.com.
Presented by 16th Street Theater, Berwyn Cultural Center, 6420 16th St., Berwyn, IL, through May 29. Shows

are Thurs. & Fri.: 7:30 p.m., Sat.: 5 p.m. & 8 p.m. Box Office: 708-795-6704 x105. www.16thstreet-
theater.org. $16. 

Hephaestus:  A Greek Mythology Circus Tale
I've seen Hephaestus, three times, twice when it was performed at Lookingglass Theatre near the Water

Tower.  Anyone who doesn't like a circus is a grown-up Scrooge.  This is a family show and the circus acts are
breathtaking.  Tony Hernandez has put together a top-notch production that includes artists from Ringling
Brothers and Cirque du Soleil.  What makes this show work better in the Goodman’s Owen Theatre is it has a
higher ceiling than at the Water Tower.  A little girl is the narrator of the story, which deals with the triumphs of
the Greek God as her storybook comes to life.  The girl playing the narrator is Tatiana Renallo, or Khori Faison.
The show has a cast of 22 performers.  Some are known merely as Silverguy and Silvergirl.  Four of the

Silverguys work the high wire.  Tony Hernandez, who plays Hephaestus, created the story and co-directed the
show with Heidi Stillman. Katia Dmitrieva is Aphrodite, Iris is played by Erendira Vazquez Wallenda, whose fami-
ly is Ringling's famous Wallenda Family, and Hera is Lijana Wallenda Hernandez.  The list goes on.  Two spec-
tacular performers are Giuliano Espana and Fabio Espana Anastasini as Silverguys and the Risley Act.
You'll see aerialists, balancers, drummers and trapeze artists who will amaze you.  The show closes with the

seven-person human pyramid high above the stage not previously a part of the other two productions I saw and
it is breathtaking.  I'd rush to obtain your tickets to see it. Hephaestus:  A Greek Mythology Circus Tale runs
through May 23.  Hephaestus tickets are $25-$70.

—Richard Eisenhardt

Kristen Studard unveils her Small Victories
One-funny-woman show kicks off at the Annoyance Theatre

Kristen Studard, the critically acclaimed Chicago improviser and comedian, has announced the debut of her
new solo show, Small Victories, premiering at the Annoyance Theatre.
Studard takes the spotlight with this sharp new solo show exploring the joys of life's Small Victories.

Studard's characters take us to silly and absurd places while giving voice to irrational fears, secret shames and
sexual confessions.  We meet a Hungry Hungry Hippo who might actually be full, hear what our household
objects really think about their lives, and witness a bee's steamy encounter with a lonely house-flower. Smart
and playful, Small Victories sheds a hilarious and often harsh light on the lies we tell ourselves to get through
each day.
Kristen Studard is a Chicago comedian who has studied and performed improv in Chicago since late 2004.

She is a graduate of the iO Training Center and the Second City Conservatory, where she studied under and
with some of the brightest minds in Chicago comedy.  In September 2007, Kristen won the second season of
the comedy talent competition Impress These Apes, in which she had to perform a new challenge each week
before being scored by a panel of comedians dressed as apes.  Kristen can currently be seen performing at the
iO Theatre with the improvised puppet show Felt, or the improvised Harold with her team Mike Helicopter, as
well as with the all-girl supergroup Mountain Dawn!  For more, visit HelloKristen.com.
Small Victories shows Sundays at 9:30 p.m., through June 13.. The Annoyance Theatre & Bar is at 4830 N

Broadway (just north of Lawrence Ave), Chicago. $10 tickets are available at 773.561.4665 or online
at TheAnnoyance.com.
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Bright lights 
in unexpected places
Story & Photos by Dr. Geraldine Haller 

StreetWise Contributor

TedOppenheimer is widely
known for his generosity
when it comes to the Chicago

Public Schools system (CPS). His Teacher
Incentive Grants have encouraged thousands of
teachers over the years to do their best. His
main thrust is to encourage more teachers to
use the “project approach” developed by Lillian
Katz of the University of Illinois. 

The project approach integrates curriculum
with students’ curiosity and imagination regard-
ing a real-life question such as “Why are
Blanding turtles becoming extinct in the Great
Lakes region but not in Illinois?” There are so
many academic skills that students need to
resolve the issue. When children are taught
using integrated real-life projects, they learn and
retain more than through traditional methods.
These types of projects also help teachers move
beyond traditional methods of teaching into a

more stimulating realm. 
Every project Oppenheimer funds stays close

to his heart; he follows each project from begin-
ning to fruition. He is truly dedicated to how
children should learn and making teachers out-
standing. 

This Year’s Winners
This year there were 129 winning projects

worth $159,300 that was awarded to 291 teach-
ers. The largest number of winners was in fine
arts, performing arts, and gardening. As I
glanced through the awards at the program late
last year, three projects really tugged at my
heartstrings. 

These projects were at York Alternative High
School (inside the Cook County Jail),
Montefiore Special School, and Amundsen High
School. York is publishing a collection of stu-
dent writings, Montefiore is sponsoring an
entrepreneurship and donating the proceeds to
charity, and Amundsen is mixing fine arts and

technology amid a wide range of student
abilities.

I decided to go to the schools to see firsthand
what the teachers were doing and talk to them
about their projects. I chose these three
projects because they weren’t typical of CPS
classrooms.

Going Underground
With a quick call to the principals of the

schools and the award-winning teachers, I was
set to go on an unforgettable journey to the
bright side of tragic events. My journey started
at the Cook County Jail with Chelsea
Armstrong, an absolutely outstanding teacher,
and Brenetta Glass, a remarkable principal. 

Armstrong’s project goal is to nurture a col-
lection of writing that she hopes will help to
heal some of her students’ wounds. At the
young ages of 18-20 they are all in supermaxi-
mum security and considered gang members
because of their alleged high-profile violent
crimes.  All are awaiting trial as lawyers put their
cases together. Some may plead to reduced
charges, but most anticipate life sentences. 

So here I was, pen in hand, being escorted to
York High School, which is three floors below
ground. Not a window or ray of light aside from
ceiling fixtures. Unpainted cinder brick. Guards
and gloomy surroundings.

Surprisingly, when I entered my first class-
room, some pleasantly happy faces welcomed
me. Armstrong introduced me as a former
principal now writing for StreetWise.

The students talk
“Do you want to take a few minutes to tell Dr.

Haller about our project, or do you want to
spend the class time talking to her?” It was
agreed that they would like to spend the entire
time with me. I was eager to know how they
felt about their lives and how they could
possibly deter others from following in their
footsteps. Just think of the possibilities if
even one life could be saved through their com-
munication.

The amount of time it takes for the students’
cases to come to trial benefits their teachers’
ability to measure growth and, even for me, to
see that growth through their means of commu-
nication. If I hadn’t known where I was, I would
think I was in a normal, happy classroom in
Anytown, USA, albeit one where the students
wear color-coded coveralls.

As we talked, it became apparent that the stu-
dents loved someone showing an interest in
them and that they each had a voice, a story
that could wrench your heart. Some of them
read their stories and talked about their lives.
Glass spoke to them about their future and
what they wanted to do with it.

You could see that a major issue for both
Armstrong and Glass is that the students believe

Cover Story
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They are intelligent, strong, and dedicated,

working toward preventing other young

students from following in their footsteps,

and they were going to accomplish this

through a collection of writings that would

both help to heal their wounds and at the

same time teach a lesson to at-risk Chicago

youth. 
“

Cover Story 

they can correct their wrongs and start over
again. There was time for them to study and
become whatever they wanted, despite their
lives having gone so terribly wrong. A good
majority of the young men had plans for the
future—as entrepreneurs, college graduates,
mechanics, and other various occupations. They
could see there were some choices. Maybe their
jail sentences could even be shortened down
the line, because studying and changing their
ways might change minds at their parole
hearings.

Armstrong and Glass were certainly making a
difference in the students’ thought processes,
except for two young men sitting next to me
who had remained silent through the entire
class. When the bell rang, one of them came
over to me and asked, “How can I talk about a
future when I don’t even know if I have one?
Not until I know my sentence will I even be
able to think about it”—and sentencing was still
a ways off. “No one cares about us,” he said. “We
are gang members, criminals with no place to
go.”

How do you answer a statement like that?
Where did life go so terribly wrong for this

young man? Was it home, school, being with the
wrong friends, or all three? He had been riding
in a car when another passenger, a fellow gang
member, pulled out a gun and started shooting.
His situation is typical of York students. 

A brighter future
The bright side is that these “hardened crimi-

nals” really are young men, students with a com-
mitment to learning and respect for their
teacher and principal. They are intelligent,
strong, and dedicated, working toward prevent-
ing other young students from following in
their footsteps, and they were going to accom-
plish this through a collection of writings that
would both help to heal their wounds and at
the same time teach a lesson to at-risk Chicago
youth. The students are able to offer realistic,
personal stories concerning gangs, peer pres-
sure, drugs, alcohol, violence, self-esteem, and
identity. 

Their book will act as both therapy and com-
munity service. Through these writings the stu-
dents will be able to work toward greater liter-
acy and civic participation. The message that’s
delivered will provide positive insights to fel-

low adolescents and young adults in classrooms
across CPS. This will be the third edition of
what the students call Project Atlas, “a road map
to living”: the first book was entitled From the
Same Street, while the second was entitled This
Thing, Life.

Off to Montefiore
Next I was off to another nontraditional

school, Montefiore, where I had the pleasure of
meeting award-winning teacher Vondietra
Butler and the school’s principal for the past 38
years, Dr. Mary Ann Pollett. Montefiore is a place
for students whose original school found them
difficult and disruptive beyond correction or
reform. Established in 1929, this year-round
therapeutic school provides educational
services to boys, ages 10-15, who are severely
or profoundly emotionally disturbed and unable
to function in a less structured classroom
environment. 

Butler feels that her goal is to elevate her stu-
dents’ academic skills, confidence, and self-
esteem and provide them with knowledge that
will last a lifetime. The tragedy here is that in
most cases their surrounding environment has
failed them academically, socially, and emotion-
ally; students suffer from paranoia, schizophre-
nia, bipolar disorder, and other mental illnesses. 

The bright side here is that the teaching staff
believes in its students and applies for grants to
keep the academics creative. Their supportive
principal stands behind them and encourages
them every step of the way. 

The Montefiore students’ Oppenheimer grant
will establish a company that sells handmade
items; some of the proceeds will help send
three girls who live in the Congo to school. The
students are developing and implementing a
business plan to sell pillows, bags, and scarves
that depict Chicago sports history, in particular
the Chicago American Giants, a baseball team
that was part of the Negro League. 

Ms Butler with Dvonte VivecterValente Burnette

At Montefiore:
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In speaking with Ms. Butler, it was easy to
see how much she loves to teach and her high
expectations for her students. Her quest is to
provide them with a challenging program. She
wants it to be highly motivational, with thera-
peutic components for the development of
personal emotional controls and various edu-
cational opportunities to assist students in
overcoming their disabilities. The project
would allow them to develop organizational,
planning, and critical thinking skills and gain
experience with teamwork, creative problem
solving, and leadership.

Through their Chicago sports paraphernalia
business, the students will learn about the
rewards of free enterprise and charitable
giving on an international scale. The
Oppenheimer grant has thus provided creative
education for these CPS students, allowing

them to think of the world as their
community. 

Amundsen’s unique approach
The final project, created by Eric Markowitz

at Amundsen High School, impressed me
because it integrated students from all walks
of life and varying educational backgrounds. It
focused on students from special education,
general education, and International
Baccalaureate programs, showing that a
diverse body of students can work together to
help each other. It is most definitely a “bright
side” project. 

Students at Amundsen mix sound samples
from songs and voices while others create
murals and multimedia artwork out of recy-
cled records, CDs, and more. The students also
take photos and record various sounds of the

city, from children playing to ambient voices
on the street.

The teachers involved in the project—
Markowitz, Bill Spain, Tanya Barter, and Denise
Barber—met to discuss each of their roles in
the project and its direction. It will also
employ the talents of DePaul University gradu-
ate Annie Geimer, a local artist who works at
the Experimental Sound Studio, where the fin-
ished product will be showcased. 

The Amundsen project relies on student
input, which sends it in an unexpected direc-
tion. For example, the students decided they
wanted to display their artwork on used lock-
ers instead of wooden backdrops. That’s what
happens when teachers are creative enough to
know the importance between going with the
flow and having faith in their students.

Ivory Anthony Hull

At Montefiore:
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You can send Eugene your questions at 1201 W. Lake, Chicago,
IL, 60607 or e-mail him at supreme_eugene@yahoo.com.

Crossword

Difficulty: Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Need to post a legal

notice or a classi-

fied ad?

Contact us at 

advertising@ street-

wise.org

or 312.829.2526

Deadline: must sub-

mit 3 Mondays prior

to desired publica-

tion date.

StreetWise publish-

es every Wednesday

Ask Eugene
“ a l l  t h e  b r i l l i a n c e  
t h a t  w i l l  f i t ”

Dear Eugene:
A few weeks ago StreetW isewrote about different

types of pets.  I was thinking about getting a new dog,
any advice?

—Woof in Waiting
Dear Woof,
The first thing you need to consider is your living space.

Take a long, hard look at what your house looks like now
before it’s covered in perpetual discarded hair.  Also, how big
is your abode? I’m not asking for status reasons, but how
much room is your dog going to have to roam? Do you need
your dog for companionship, or security? How about break-
ing the ice to flirt with a fellow dog owner at a park?
Whatever your answers are to my questions, remember—

never get a tiny dog.  Domesticated dogs have descended
from wolves.  Look at a wolf: it’s amazing isn’t it? They can
run 50 miles a day, survive in the arctic, and hunt majestic
elk.  Look at one of those new trendy little rat dogs.  How the
hell did that come from a wolf? More so, why did that come
from a wolf?  What is wrong with our ideals that we would
methodically take something so efficient and amazing as a
wolf and water it down till we have a neck-pillow sized
weasel that couldn’t survive a mild fog.  
So, if you’re a purist, get a wolf. (Bonus points: raise your

own from a cub). If this proves to be too legally troublesome,
get as close as you can.  Remember, you are bringing a new
member into your family, so it should be a creature that
demands of you—and others—respect. 

Sudoku
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Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail).  Oh most
beautiful flower of Mt. Carmel,

fruitful vine, splendor of
Heaven, Blessed Mother of the
Son of god, Immaculate Virgin,
assist me in my necessity.  Oh
Star of the Sea, help me and
show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother
of God, Queen of Heaven and
Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.
There are none that can with-
stand your power.  Oh show me
herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin,
pray for us who have recourse
to thee (3x).  Holy Mother, I

place this cause in your hands
(3x).  Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so
that I can attain my goal.  You
who gave me the divine gift to
forgive and forget all evil
against me and that in all
instances in my li fe you are
with me.  I want in this short
prayer to thank you for all
things as you confirm once
again that I never want to be
separated from you in Eternal
Glory.  Thank you for your
mercy toward me and mine.
The person must say this
prayer 3 consecutive days.

After 3 days, the request will be
granted.  This prayer must be
published after the favor is

granted.
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Vendor celebrates

one year of sobriety

By Ben Cook

StreetWise Staff

H
ow does StreetWise vendor Troy
Dixon EL feel about celebrating one
year of sobriety? “It was a beautiful
feeling. I was just happy. My mom

was there, my girl was there, everybody [at the
weekly Narcotics Anonymous meeting led by
fellow vendor Percy Smith] was there. At first it
was like, ‘Why celebrate? It’s just a year.’ But
once the date actually came around, it felt more
like a once-in-a-lifetime thing.”

Was it a difficult transition for him? “It got eas-
ier after a while,” Troy says. “You take it one day
at a time. I have an income, and I’ve surrounded
myself with positive people. That helped me a
long way—you can’t stay in some rut. People
ask me, ‘How did you do it?’ and I mean, from
drinking and drugging you still doing the same
thing [i.e., selling StreetWise but now using the
money for the right reasons]. People ask what
changed or what treatment program [I was in].
I tell them I did it on the street. 

“I slept on the street and I just got tired—
tired of being tired, suffering. I was going
through physical problems and taking antibi-
otics. Once my body got right, people would
ask me if I want to drink and I’d say I don’t
wanna drink. 

“From that day I just made a choice that I
don’t want to live like this no more, I don’t
wanna be like this no more. From that day on
I’ve felt happy; every day is a good day.
Physically, I feel stronger. I feel more confident.
I feel better about myself because when I say
something I know it’s the truth—I don’t have to
lie about something or hide behind something.
I used to have a facade, but now I’m who I am.
It feels good.”

Troy was born February 26, 1968, in Chicago.
His parents came up from the South to find
work in the city, and it fell to Troy’s mother,
Alice, to raise him while working as a security
guard, a barmaid, and a cosmetologist since his
father was sentenced to prison for 20 years. 

The lack of a positive male role model led
Troy to hang out with less than reputable com-
pany: “I was in a juvenile detention center
because I was a bad boy who ran with gangs.”
He was kicked out of several different schools
growing up, and shortly after he graduated from
high school he went to prison for burglary. His
20s and 30s were a blur of restaurant jobs
(including the cafe at the old Brach’s candy

factory), jail time, and intense drug and alcohol
abuse. 

“I realize that I’m getting older.  I’ve partied
my whole youth away,” he says. “It’s not a party
now—it’s serious. StreetWise is serious. With the
economy being what it is, it’s harder for an indi-
vidual to get a dollar. Now I’m saving money. I
wish I had saved a lot of the money that I had
back when getting a dollar was easier.”

Troy sells StreetWise every day starting at five
in the morning at Dunkin’ Donuts on 53rd
Street, where he works until nine. Later in the
day he sells his magazines outside Murray’s
Deli, concluding with Boston Market in the
evening.

Troy Dixon El, surrounded
by family and friends

points to the medal he
recieved for 1 year of

sobriety

Every day is a good day.  Physically I feel stronger.

I feel more confident. I feel better about myself,

because when I say something I know it’s the truth




