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By Bruce Crane

Executive Director

Success at Street-
Wise comes in many
forms.  Most of our cel-
ebrations are for the
achievement of small
accomplishments, the

attainment of a goal along a path.  Most
changes happen incrementally, one step at a
time.  Few meaningful changes happen over-
night.
I firmly believe that the hardest step on a

journey is often the first step.  I can only imag-
ine how hard it must be for someone to come
to StreetWise for the first time, and say:  “I’d
like to become a vendor.”  Once they make that
step, the path is one of putting a string of steps
together and succeeding one at a time, one
after another.
For each of us the path is our own, unique

to us.  Our vendors have varied paths and
needs as well.  In our Entrepreneur Spotlight
column, usually found on page 15, vendors
often describe their journey, accomplishments
they have made, and the support they have
had along the way.  I find these stories very
moving, meaningful, and motivational.  For our
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Where the money goes...
Vendors buy StreetWise for 75 cents, and the remaining $1.25 goes directly to the licensed vendor. 

From the Director

For questions or comments regarding our vendor force, please
contact Greg Pritchett at (312) 829-2526 or at
gpritchett14@yahoo.com.

Look for the Badge!
Please purchase your copy of StreetWise from badged vendors only!

valued readers, I have to tell you that watching
these successes, knowing the individuals, and
seeing their joy and pride firsthand is that
much more powerful.
Last week our AA/NA meeting group cele-

brated the one-year sobriety anniversary of
one of its attendees, complete with celebra-
tion and a cake.  This week another vendor will
complete a three-month job skills training pro-
gram.  Next week a vendor will be enrolling in
college courses for this fall.  This week marks
the 25th consecutive week that a vendor has
contributed to his housing savings fund, steadi-
ly increasing the amount of his weekly deposit
so that he now supports himself in a nice
apartment.  I recently congratulated two new
vendors for attaining “Super Seller” status.  All
of these examples are to share with you what
I experience regularly: watching men and
women take advantage and put to use the
hand up you provide them with your support
and purchasing of StreetWise.
Perhaps the greatest accomplishment I wit-

ness, day after day, was today when I shook the
hands of five new vendors who completed
vendor training.  They took the first step of
coming to StreetWise, an accomplishment that
we all can take pride in. 
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across the continent.
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Celebrating Mother’s Day

Cabrini mothers share hope, Young

Creative Minds offers a hand up,

and new housing for New Moms.

Cover illustration by
Eric Sorensen 11page

Celtic Fest plus...

Cinco de Mayo, Gallery Night
in River North, a new exhibit
at Chicago Botanic Garden,
A Mother’s Day walk, poetry
slam, free admission at the
Field, and the Federal Plaza
farmer’s markets return. 
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Our Contributing Writers

From the Streets

Ginny Erwin has written nutrition and fitness articles for several local
and national publications, such as the Chicago Tribune and On-Health
magazine. She has a bachelor’s degree in nutrition science and
dietetics and a master’s degree in nutrition communications and
marketing.

Cindy Kurman Barrie and Lee Barrie are the principals of Kurman
Communications, Inc., a Chicago-based marketing and public rela-
tions agency. Please follow all StreetWise restaurant features on
Twitter @DineWise and subscribe to the blog at: http://dinewise-
chicago.blogspot.com. Or visit their blog at gotbuzzatkurman.com

Amanda Anderson is a student at Loyola University Chicago major-
ing in Journalism and International Studies with a minor in
Photography. She has written and taken photographs for the LUC
Department of Fine and Performing Arts for the past four years.

Dear Governor Quinn and Members of the
Illinois General Assembly,

As parents, family members and guardians of
individuals with developmental disabilities
and autism served by Seguin Services, we
strongly urge you to make one simple demand
of the State of Illinois: 
PLEASE PAY YOUR BILLS.
As of this date, the State of Illinois and the

Department of Human Services owe Seguin
Services more than $3 million. Seguin has bor-
rowed significantly, and has nearly maxed out
its line of credit--$2.5 million. Seguin faces
such a desperate cash-flow emergency that
should payments not be forthcoming there
will be reductions in staff and/or group homes
closed.  Some residents will be discharged and
there will be cuts in the capacity of day pro-
grams. We are alarmed by the possibly of our
loved ones losing their homes or being in pro-
grams with dangerously low staff-to-partici-
pant ratios. These services are mandated in the
Illinois constitution and the State has agreed to
provide the services with matching Federal
funds. Continued non-payment of these
contracts should not be an option. 
Not only are we fearful for our family mem-

bers but saddened because Seguin and other
community-based providers have consistently
delivered excellent residential services and
day programs in Illinois communities at less
than half what state-run institutions cost.  We
had been heartened by the Ligas v. State of
Illinois court opinion, for we hoped that addi-
tional adults now living in inappropriate insti-
tutions would be assured access to cost-effec-
tive community-based services.  Regardless of
legal mandates, will the State of Illinois contin-
ue to fall short of these basic obligations to its
most vulnerable citizens?   
Seguin staff are dedicated and committed to

the individuals they serve. Their jobs are at risk
due to the stalled payments. Unfortunately, the
majority of Seguin’s staff continues to qualify
as among the “working poor”. The outstanding
care they provide will be lost to the residents
and program participants. Staff will either find
other employment or continue to be unem-
ployed and be at greater risk of foreclosures
and abject poverty. Should this crisis persist,
Seguin’s hard-earned gains in the areas of staff
pay, competency, reduced turnover, high
accreditation ratings and quality of care will
take years if ever to re-establish. 
On behalf of the people we hold near and

dear to our hearts…
PLEASE TAKE UP OUR CAUSE AS YOUR

OWN!

Sincerely,  
William C. Coats
Chair, Seguin Services Parent & Family

Coalition
C/O Seguin Services Inc., 3100 S. Central

Avenue, Cicero, IL 60804
www.seguin.org 

Gov. Quinn, please pay your bills

Beshanda Spencer has worked in the Chicago news market for the
past 5 years. She received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Broadcast
Journalism from Northern Illinois University. Just one year later,
Beshanda earned a Master of Arts degree from Columbia College
Chicago, also focusing in Journalism. Outside of working hard to cul-
tivate a career in media, Beshanda enjoys reading and creative writ-
ing. She is excited to help contribute to StreetWise’s cause for com-
munity awareness

Richard Eisenhardt is a lifelong Chicago theatre fan whose theatre-
going experience traces over half a century. Richard's reviews have
appeared in StreetWise for 14 years and also Our Village
Publications.  Richard says "There is nothing like live  theatre - long
may it live."

Eric Sorensen is an local award-winning watercolor illustrator, who
in addition to this week’s cover, has done work for UR Chicago
Magazine, Quarasan, and Pc Treasures’ edition of Little Red Riding
Hood. Check out more at www.eriksorensenart.com.

Wages down, rent up
By Suzanne Hanney
Editor-in-Chief

The recession has pushed housing further “out of
reach” for low-income renters, according to a new
study that cites a double whammy of falling wages
and rising rents. 
According to Out of Reach 2010, the “housing

wage” for Illinois is $17.44 for a two-bedroom
apartment. The housing wage is the hourly wage
an Illinois family must earn—working 40 hours a
week, 52 weeks a year—to afford a modest two-
bedroom apartment that rents for $907. The hous-
ing wage has increased 34.6 percent since 2000.
In the Chicago-Naperville-Joliet metro area, the

average rent on a two-bedroom apartment is high-
er: $1,015. The housing wage needed to afford it is
also higher: $19.31. Federal guidelines say no one
should spend more than 30 percent of his or her
income on housing, including rent or mortgage
payments, utilities, property taxes, and insurance.  
The Out of Reach 2010 study was jointly

released by the National Low Income Housing
Coalition (NLIHC), a Washington, D.C.-based hous-
ing advocacy group, and Housing Action Illinois. 
What’s new in 2010 is that the renter wage also

dropped, from $15.33 last year to $15.05, because
fewer jobs were available due to the recession,
said Bob Palmer, policy director for Housing Action
Illinois. 
“It’s a double whammy,” he said. Landlords can

charge higher rents because so many more people,
namely former home owners, have entered the
apartment market.
While conventional wisdom would argue that the

recession has pushed rents down, Palmer said this
holds true only at the higher end of the market,
where advertisements for good deals have distort-
ed perceptions of the market as a whole.
For lower-income people who are most at risk of

homelessness, much of the affordable rental supply
has come from the low-income housing tax-credit
program. But nonprofit housing developers and oth-
ers have had trouble selling tax credits in the
recession, which has slowed construction that
began beforehand, according to Palmer. 
Data for Out of Reach 2010 comes from yearly

fair-market rent surveys conducted by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), Palmer said.
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Persecution continues in Africa

International Network of Street Papers Street News Service

There ha s been a  globa l outcry over
Uganda ’s anti-homosexua lity dra ft bill. If
passed it could mean life imprisonment for
homosexua ls or, in some ca ses, a  dea th
sentence. But this is just one piece of an ugly
portra it—Africa  is a  hostile place for lesbian,
gay, bisexua l, transsexua l, and intersex
(LGBTI) people.

By Brendon Bosworth

Reprinted from The Big Issue South Africa

From South Africa to the Sudan, antihomosex-
ual prejudices abound, and hate crimes, torture,
murder, and rape are a very real threat.
To put the extent of homophobia in Africa into

context, there are currently 38 countries on the
continent that criminalize homosexuality; if that
number were applied on a global scale, it would
amount to almost half the nations of the world
outlawing “alternative lifestyles.”
In the Sudan, Mauritania, and Somalia, convict-

ed homosexuals face the death penalty.  The
same goes for the northern states of Nigeria,
where gay men can be executed by stoning and
convicted lesbians may receive 50 lashes or six
months in prison.
In Zimbabwe gay men have long been at risk

of being imprisoned for up to 10 years, while
homosexuals in Gambia face up to 14 years in
the slammer. In Tanzania the law allows them to
be incarcerated for life.

An un-African concept?
Homosexual prejudice in Africa is often initiat-

ed and encouraged by high-ranking political and
religious leaders, many of whom frame homosex-
uality as un-African, a vice imported from the
morally corrupt West.
As Canon Joshua Foluso Taiwo of Nigeria has

said, homosexuality “has never been part of our
[society], that man will be sleeping with man,”
and there is “nothing like lesbianism in our dic-
tionary.  All these come from the West.”
According to Ugandan religious leader Paul

Wasswa Ssembiro, homosexuality arrived in
Uganda courtesy of the Arabs in the 1800s.
Nigeria’s president, Olusegun Obasanjo, has

been quoted as saying that homosexuality “is
clearly un-Biblical, unnatural, and definitely un-
African.”  And let’s not forget good ol’ Bob
Mugabe next door in Zimbabwe, whose vitriolic
attack on homosexuality in 2006 claimed gay
people were worse than “dogs and pigs,” adding

that it should be left to “whites to do that.”
But leading historians have made a strong, fac-

tually based argument against the claim that
Africans didn’t engage in same-sex relations
before the arrival of Europeans. Historian Marc
Epprecht maintains that homosexuality on the
continent has been around since time immemo-
rial and suggests it was Western missionaries,
with their hard-line puritanical ways, who intro-
duced the idea that it should be reviled.
During the Portuguese colonial era the mis-

sionaries’ beliefs were transferred into law, result-
ing in the penal code of September 16, 1886,
which called for practicing homosexuals in
Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Sao Tome,
and Principé to be sent to labor camps.
To the likely chagrin of supporters of the anti-

homosexuality bill in Uganda, it has emerged that
Kabaka Mwanga, the king of the Buganda tribe
in the 1880s, had a fondness for the pages in
his palace that extended beyond the realm of
platonic relations. And anthropologist Max
Gluckman has proposed that Shaka Zulu was a
latent  homosexual.
Some researchers even maintain that the only

reason homosexuality is condemned in many
parts of Africa is because it’s mistakenly believed
to be an exclusively Western practice.
Kapya Kaoma, an Anglican priest from Zambia

and project director of Political Research
Associates, argues that the denunciation of
homosexuality is an attack on the West rather
than on sexual identity. This, he believes, arises
from the “politics of postcolonial identity, which
rejects anything Western.”

WorldWise

Edmonton: 535 housed
By Linda Dumont

Reprinted from Edmonton Street News, Canada

In 2008, to deal with the problem of increas-
ing numbers of homeless people in Edmonton,
Mayor Stephen Mandel entrusted a committee
of 30 prominent citizens to come up with a Ten-
Year Plan to End Homelessness. 
The culmination of the first year of the plan

was celebrated with a meeting at Santa Maria
Goretti Centre on March 18, where the
Edmonton Homeless Commission shared news
of its progress over the past year with people
from the community as well as organizations
and agencies that are concerned about
homelessness. 
The commission reported that at the end of

year one, 535 people had been housed.
However, no statistics were available on how
many people had become homeless during the
same period, nor how many units of affordable
housing had been lost.

Cul-de-sac Communes
By Tim Covi

Reprinted from Denver VOICE

Since the beginning of 2009 a new term, “cul-
de-sac commune,” has created an almost month-
ly buzz in the media. It’s easy to see why. It’s a
combination of opposites, the cul-de-sac being
the quiet compound of the suburban soccer
mom, the commune a cluster of stilted struc-
tures slapped up like a Tim Burton daydream on
a remote desert horizon, full of poorly washed
hippies with radical ideas about free love, or at
the very least visions of utopia.
But for Stephanie Smith, the concepts of com-

munes and suburban cul-de-sacs don’t have to
be at odds. A Harvard graduate with a master’s
degree in architecture, she envisions a world
where people in cul-de-sacs and other suburban
and urban settings can share things ranging
from communal gardens and solar- or wind-har-
nessed power to cars, tools, appliances, wireless
Internet, and lawn mowers. People can cut their
costs, get more amenities, and reduce their car-
bon footprint without deserting society in the
process.
Smith started a technology company,

WeCommune, that’s focused on creating widg-
ets for social networking Web sites like
Facebook, whereby people don’t have to com-
mit to lengthy meetings to share tasks, duties, or
goods.

StreetWise is proud to provide WorldWise content republished by the International Network of Street Papers’

independent street news wire.  This service features stories submitted by the 100+ street papers around the

world in an effort to raise awareness for homelessness and to bring a voice to the underserved.
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By Ginny  Erwin
StreetWise Contributor, www.ginetics.org

Springtime is the best
time to start eating and
living fresh. Gardens and
flowers are blooming
everywhere, even in
Alaska! 
I’ve put together a list

of the best foods for
your body even if you’re
on a budget.  Take this
list with you on your

next visit to the grocery store and I guarantee
you’ll feel better after adding some or all of these
foods to your daily meal plan.
Avocados: One avocado contains more blood

pressure-lowering potassium than a banana. This
fruit is rich in monosaturated fats, cholesterol-low-
ering beta-Sitosterol, and cancer-fighting glu-
tathione. 
Blueberries: The dark color of blueberries will

give you more bioavailable antioxidants than an
expensive supplement. Blueberries are also a good
source of fiber and cancer-preventative ellagic
acid, and they keep your brain healthy.
Broccoli: This vegetable helps reshape natural

estrogens into less powerful substances and
increases enzyme activity to fight cancer cells.
Edamame:The green soybean in its natural form

packs powerful isolflavones, phytochemicals that
improve bone density and may help prevent cer-
tain types of cancer. Edamame is a great, inexpen-
sive source of protein and fiber.

FoodWise with Ginny Erwin

DineWise
By Lee Barrie & Cindy Kurman Barrie

StreetWise Contributors

Amelia’s Mestizo Grill: 
An oasis of culinary treasure in the
historic Stockyards neighborhood

Driving south on Halsted to the historic Stockyards
area, we were not expecting the warm, sophisticated
and gracious atmosphere that greeted us; it’s a tribute
to owners Leo and Eusevio Garcia that they have creat-
ed such a comforting respite in a relatively industrial,
stark neighborhood. Through word of mouth, Amelia’s
Mestizo Grill has become a beloved destination restau-
rant for many Chicagoans, and the Garcias have clearly
put much heart and soul into it. They are passionate
about their food and their desire to please their guests.
The beautiful exposed brick walls are generously deco-

rated with Mexican art, the seating is very comfortable
and the service is thoughtful and considerate.
Amelia’s Mestizo Grill presents a sophisticated blend of

southern central Mexican and European cuisine, much
like the food one would enjoy in cosmopolitan Mexico
City. They are using authentic, fresh ingredients and have
refined the food with subtle seasonings and flavor com-
binations that make the dining experience memorable. In
keeping with the beautiful décor, the food is handsomely
presented as well.
We chose some popular dishes as well as some we

couldn’t resist because they sounded so good. The menu
is extensive. We were pleasantly surprised by the quality
of everything.
To start your meal, there is a more than ample choice

of appetizers, salads and soups, with more than enough
variety to please everyone and great for sharing. We
loved the Taquitos de Cangrejo, which were more like
spring rolls: crabmeat rolled in rice paper, with papaya,
cilantro, basil, fresh mint, peanuts and spicy mango.
Three other great starters were the Tamal Nejo (ash lay-
ered tamal with spicy black bean puree and red mole
sauce and sheared chicken), the Croquetas Fritas (arti-
choke corn fritters, squash blossoms, epazote and salsa

cruda), and the Quesadilla de Huitlacoche (corn truffle,
Chihuahua cheese, epazote, roasted corn and black bean
salad with tomato salad). The guacamole had a nice
touch of heat to liven things up. Some other choices to
whet your appetite include the Eggplant Empanada
(roasted eggplant, caviar, sun dried tomato, baby arugula
salad, goat cheese and basil pesto), and the popular
Queso Fundido and Ceviche.
Entrées were equally delicious. We were thrilled with

an entrée special, crispy Peking Duck topped with a sub-
tle, spicy Mexican sauce. Another clear winner was the
Lomo de Puerco (grilled pork tenderloin with fava beans,
andouille sausage, baby spinach in a spicy ciruela sauce)
which was well balanced and perfectly prepared,
although we recommend getting it medium rare rather
than medium. On the seafood side, we also loved the
Camarones Ala Pipiana (sautéed shrimp served in green
mole with plaintains). Other great sounding entrée selec-
tions include Cordero Al Carbon (grilled baby lamb chops,
polenta cake, roasted tomatoes, asparagus salad in a
chipotle pasilla reduction), Raviolis de Queso de Cabra
(goat cheese stuffed ravioli, stir fry, eggplant, green
peas, cherry tomatoes and basil pesto), and Pescado
Empapelado (tilapia wrapped in foil, steamed with

Super foods in your supermarket
Beans and lentils: Loaded with folate, fiber, and

iron, beans are a great meat substitute that help
lower bad cholesterol and keep you feeling full for
longer.
Onions: The sulfur compounds in onions and

garlic are good for your blood and can help lower
blood pressure. Onions contain high amounts of a
flavonol called quercetin, a powerful antioxidant
that protects against cancer; it’s also found in
apples, red onions, grapes, and cherries.
Potatoes: A medium-sized potato contains half

the daily required amount of vitamin C, and pota-
toes are a great source of potassium, fiber, and phy-
tonutrients. Low in calories, fat, and sodium, pota-
toes are great as a snack (for energy) or a side
(instead of processed bread).
Quinoa (keen-wah): This pseudograin is actually

a seed that serves up to 12 grams of high-quality
protein in four ounces. Full of fiber, these tiny pow-
erhouses also contain lots of magnesium, potassi-
um, zinc, and iron.
Sardines: Gaining in popularity because of smart

chefs and cooks who know how to prepare them
in a flavorful way, sardines are high in omega-3 fatty
acids that are good for your heart and your brain.
Sardines are naturally low in mercury, so you can
safely eat them three or four times a week. 
Yogurt: An excellent source of protein and calci-

um, yogurt is good for your intestinal flora because
of its probiotics (i.e., good bacteria). It may help
your waistline as well—new research is showing
that dairy foods, in moderation, can help reduce
body fat!
For more nutrition tips, visit www.ginetics.org.

Tasty Potatoes
FoodWise Shopping List:
• 1 pound of colorful new baby potatoes cut in half
(cleaned and pat dry)
• 2 Tablespoons olive oil
• 1 teaspoon fresh rosemary
• ½ teaspoon sea salt
• ½ teaspoon fresh ground pepper

Ginny’s Cooking Instructions:
•Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

•First, gently steam potatoes until easily tested with a

sharp knife tip (about 8-10 minutes).

•Remove from steamer and place in wide baking pan.

•Drizzle the olive oil over the

top of potatoes.

•Toss potatoes gently until

lightly coated with oil.

•Sprinkle on rosemary, sea

salt & pepper—toss gently.

•Bake in oven for 20-25

minutes until lightly golden

brown.

•Serve warm.

Nutritional Info



StreetWise Volunteer Spotlight
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nopales, chorizo and epazote, served with rice and grilled banana).
The dessert menu is also quite intriguing. We loved the choco-

late infused tres leches cake with coconut ice cream, which was
beautifully presented.
Keep in mind that weekend brunch is also very extensive, offer-

ing some of the same starters and entrees as on the dinner menu,
as well as some delicious brunch specials. Special brunch egg
dishes include Heuvos Al jardin (two poached eggs, grilled
Portobello mushrooms, Mexican zucchini and red pepper hol-
landaise sauce), San Pedro Omelet (crab meat, roasted corn,
quelites and muenster cheese), Halsted Omelet (avocado, pico de
gallo, spinach and feta cheese) and the Frittata, an egg white souf-
flé with artichoke hearts, spinach, cherry tomatoes and pesto.

Chicago Run’s June Fun Run

Volunteers are

needed for Chicago

Run’s one-mile Fun

Run on Saturday,

June 5, in Washing-

ton Park (5700 S.

Russell Dr.). At Fun

Runs more than

2,000 kids, parents,

and teachers come

together to partici-

pate in a morning filled with fitness, healthy

food, and—of course—fun. This year Chicago

Run will also be hosting a 3K Race for Middle

School Running Mates.

Chicago Run needs volunteers to help with

the following: 

• Course Marshals

• Hydration Station

• Healthy Snacks Station

• Cheer Stations

• Registration

Volunteers are needed from 7 to 11 a.m. All

volunteers will receive breakfast, a T-shirt, and

the chance to have a lot of fun with some of our

Chicago Run kids and their families! 

If you’re able to volunteer, please e-mail

Robert at robert@chicagorun.org. Have any

questions? Feel free to call 773-946-9029 or visit

chicagorun.org.

The Chicago River is affected by actions far
beyond the banks of the river itself.  The cumu-
lative effects of these actions, whether negative
or positive, have a major impact on its health. 
When we salt our sidewalks, overfertilize our

lawns, or dump household chemicals down the
drain, we’re unwittingly contributing to river
pollution, even if the river is out of our sight.
This “non-point source pollution” is difficult to
measure, but the good news is that we can all
make a positive impact on river health if we
start by making simple changes at home.
On Saturday, May 8, Friends of the Chicago

River and 4,000 volunteers will gather for a day
of hands-on environmental work along the
Chicago River. Volunteers include ordinary citi-
zens and policy makers alike, who range in age
from preschoolers to senior citizens, represent
a wide variety of ethnic and economic back-
grounds, and reside throughout the 673-square-
mile Chicago River watershed.

What
Volunteers will work side by side to collect

garbage and sort for recycling, remove invasive
vegetation, spruce up river-edge trails, plant
native seedlings, and more. Friends of the
Chicago River is also expanding hands-on learn-
ing opportunities this year by introducing vol-
unteers to simple everyday practices that con-
serve water, help stop unnecessary flooding,
and prevent pollutants from running into the
river.

When
Saturday, May 8, 9 a.m. to noon

Where
Sixty sites along the banks of the Chicago

River as well as five “watershed thinking” sites,
from as far north as Route 120 in Lake County
to as far south as Blue Island in Cook County. 
A complete list of sites is located at

chicagoriver.org.
Friends of the Chicago River has been expe-

riencing a large volume of inquiries from the
public about participating in Chicago River Day.
Although many sites are already closed because
early registration has filled those sites to capac-
ity, there are still plenty of available locations,
and more sites are added every day!
Please note that any groups of 10 or more are

required to call the Friends office at 312-939-
0490, ext. 18, to inquire about a site. 
Please wear shoes and clothes that you don’t

mind getting a little dirty. All Chicago River Day
volunteers will receive a T-shirt.

18th annual Chicago River Day

Hours: 11 a.m.-9 p.m., Mon.-Fri.; 10 a.m.-10 p.m., Sat.;
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun.

Prices: entrées, $17-$24

Amelia’s Mestizo Grill
4559 S. Halsted, Chicago

(773) 538-8200;

www.ameliaschicago.com
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T h u r s d a y
Galleries in the River North
(Superior and Franklin streets), West
Loop (Washington and Peoria
streets), and Fulton Market (Fulton
Market and Carpenter streets) neigh-
borhoods stay open from 5 to 7 p.m.
and offer refreshments at First
Thursdays. Free. Visit chicagoartdeal-
ers.org for more information.

The participating galleries in River
North are: 

Schneider Gallery, 230 W. Superior;
Ken Saunders Gallery, 230 W.
Superior; Habitat Galleries, 226 W.
Superior; Perimeter Gallery, 210 W.
Superior; Andrew Bae Gallery, 300 W.
Superior; Zg Gallery, 300 W. Superior;
Catherine Edelman Gallery, 300 W.
Superior; Judy A Saslow Gallery, 300
W. Superior; Printworks Gallery, 311
W. Superior; Gallery KH, 311 W.
Superior; Russell Bowman Art
Advisory, 311 W. Superior, suite 115;
Addington Gallery, 704 N. Wells; Roy
Boyd Gallery, 739 N. Wells; Carl
Hammer Gallery, 740 N. Wells; Portals
Ltd., 742 N. Wells; Elements, 741 N.
Wells; Vale Craft Gallery, 230 W.
Superior; and Jennifer Norback Fine
Art, 217 W. Huron.

The participating galleries in the West
Loop are: 

Kasia Kay Art Projects Gallery, 215 N.
Aberdeen; Linda Warren Gallery, 1052
W. Fulton Market; Packer Schopf
Gallery, 942 W. Lake; McCormick
Gallery, 835 W. Washington; and
Carrie Secrist Gallery, 835 W.
Washington.

F r i d a y
Cinco de Mayo (or “5th of May”)
commemorates the Mexican army’s
unlikely victory over French forces at
the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862.
Along with Mexican Independence
Day, which is celebrated each
September during the Little Village
neighborhood’s Festival de La Villita,
it’s the biggest celebration of
Mexican culture in the Midwest, and
has even become a global festivity. In
that spirit, the inaugural, three-day
Cinco de Mayo Festival (also held in
Little Village, considered by many to
be the heart of Chicago’s Mexican
community) is long overdue! It will
feature plenty of live music, food,
arts and crafts, activities for families

and children, and much more. Fri 5/7,
6-11 p.m., and Sat-Sun 5/8-5/9,
noon-11 p.m., 4400 W. 26th St. (26th
and Kostner). Free. For more info,
please call 773-868-3010.

S a t u r d a y
Typically held in Grant Park at the
end of the summer, the 14th annual
Celtic Fest Chicago gets new digs
and an earlier date. Expect live Celtic
music, dance, entertainment and ven-
dors. 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Also Sunday
May 9 : 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Millennium
Park, 201 E. Randolph St. For more
info: 312-744-3315 Free.

Jay Pritzker Pavilion
2 p.m. Coastal Rhythms: The Music
and Spirit of Nova Scotia
2:45 p.m. Storytelling
3:15 p.m. Vishten
4:15 p.m. Storytelling
4:30 p.m. Shannon Rovers
4:45 p.m. Men In Kilts Leg Contest
5:30 p.m. Storytelling
6 p.m. The Rogues
7:30 p.m. The Saw Doctors

Gathering Tent
11 a.m. Glissando
12 p.m. Aislinn Gagliardi & Megan
Anzelc
1 p.m. The Celtic Harp: Myth, Magic
and Folklore
2 p.m. Carl and Mona Johnson
3 p.m. Shari Sarazin
4 p.m. Trio An Blas
5 p.m. Sue Richards
6 p.m. Coastal Rhythms: The Music
And Spirit Of Nova Scotia

Next Generation Stage
11 a.m. Academy of Irish Music, Cu
Roi, Farley Masterton and Lillian
Reasor, Hatfield Sisters, Irish Music
School, Shine Music School.
4:30 p.m. Baal Tinne
6 p.m. Maidens IV
7:30 p.m. Bodega

Celtic Fest Sunday

Jay Pritzker Pavilion
1 p.m. Coastal Rhythms: The Music
and Spirit of Nova Scotia
1:45 p.m. Storyteller
2 p.m. Mother’s Day Limerick Contest
2:30 p.m. An Drouz Vor
3:30 p.m. Storyteller
4 p.m. Bodega
7 p.m. La Bottine Souriante

Nearby Attraction:
New Scottish photo exhibit at Chicago Botanic Garden
A new exhibition opened at the

Joutras Gallery of the Regenstein
Center on April 24 that takes visitors
on a journey through Scotland via
the work of more than 30 renowned
landscape designers and artists. 
Close: A Journey In Scotland is the

culmination of photographer Allan
Pollok-Morris’ five years traveling
through Scotland searching for new
works in landscape design and land
art and learning more from the
makers of the works.
Included are works by landscape

designers and artists such as, Andy
Goldsworthy, Charles Jencks, Ian
Hamilton Finlay, Antony Gormley,
Arabella Lennox-Boyd, Jinny Blom,
Penelope Hobhouse, Gerald Laing,
and Xa Tollemache. Pollok-Morris
champions the important role
gardens and land art play in global
arts and culture. 

Visitors to the exhibition can also
watch a film on the artists and
designers who created the works
displayed in over the 250 photo-
graphs from the book. 
The accompanying book, Close: A

Journey in Scotland, is available for
sale through the Garden Shop and
online at chicagobotanic.org/shop.
The book has a foreword by the
author, historian, and presenter, Sir
Roy Strong FSA, FSRL; an essay by
the author of Great Gardens of
America, Tim Richardson; and Field
Notes by Allan Pollok-Morris.
Admission to the Chicago Botanic

Garden is free; select event fees
apply. Parking is $20 per car; free
for Garden members. For more
information on the exhibition, visit
http://www.chicagobotanic.org/
exhibitions/close or call (847) 835-
5440.

Dan Kasberger

PHOTO BY DAN KASBERGER

Saturday & Sunday

Celtic Fest Chicago
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By Ed M. Koziarski 

Ruth Ratney’s REELFILM

In April 2009 Malachi Leopold of Left Brain/Right
Brain Productions departed for the Sudan to shoot a
short documentary about the reunion of Kuek Garang,
one of 27,000 “lost” Sudanese boys, and his parents.
One year later, Leopold’s 22 Years From Home had

its Chicago premiere at Chicago Filmmakers on April
23, with another screening at the Music Box on April
27.
Garang fled the Second Sudanese Civil War at age

six for refugee camps in Ethiopia and Kenya, settling
in Chicago as a young man.
He’s president of the Chicago Association of the

Lost Boys of Sudan.
The primary purpose of 22 Years From Home is to

raise awareness of both the ongoing situation in
Sudan and the Sister Schools initiative, created to
raise money for the education of more than 700
children in the Sudanese village of Wernyol, says
Leopold.
Three weeks after they first made contact, the film-

maker followed Garang as he returned to the Sudan
last spring at age 28 to find his family and build a
school in Wernyol, with funds raised in the U.S.
The documentary was funded through $10,000

from USA for UNHCR (United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees). Leopold was accompa-
nied to the Sudan by a cinematographer and two pro-
ducers from New York, and the film was edited pro
bono at MTV’s New York studios as part of the cable
network’s ongoing activist support for Sudanese
refugees.
Last August 22 Years From Home had its theatrical

premiere at New York City’s Village East Cinema in a
weeklong run. Leopold is in talks with PBS about a
tentative June broadcast, and he’s planning a college
tour. The DVD is now available at Amazon.com.
Leopold is also developing the five-film series The

Question of Islam for the West, including documentary
and narrative projects about Zlata Filipovic, “the
Bosnian Anne Frank,” and a venture capital fund in
Palestine, as well as two films set in Iran.
“I'm concerned with how Islam . . . has come to

replace what Communism used to be for the West,”
Leopold says. “I have five family members deployed
in the military campaign of the ‘War on Terror’—in
Afghanistan, Somalia, and the Middle East. So I ask
myself, ‘What can I do?’ The answer is these five
films, all paired with social action campaigns.”
22 Years From Home screened at Chicago

Filmmakers with Seattle filmmaker Jen Marlowe’s
Sudan documentary Rebuilding Hope. Another local
production company, Endless Eye Productions, is also
working on a slate of mission-driven films with
similar interests in the Sudan and Islam.
Their in-progress “Library Project,” in collaboration

with Sudanese villagers, is a multimedia document of
Endless Eye’s three-year effort with “lost boy”
Machien Luoi’s North Dakota nonprofit PACODES

(Panyijiar Community Development Services) to build
a library designed by Chicago architect Usma Mirza in
southern Sudan. The library is scheduled to open next
year.
“Everyone in the village and the surrounding

villages are tired of depending on foreign [nongovern-
mental organizations] that create such a dependen-
cy,” producer Sean Fahey says. “All they do is put a
Band-Aid over a problem rather than treating and
curing the disease.”
In March, Endless Eye completed production on the

feature documentary A Message From the East, about
Pakistani national poet Muhammad Iqbal, a key figure
in the founding of Pakistan. Endless Eye is also con-
ducting a media literacy program at the Inner City
Muslim Action Network in Marquette Park.

REELFILM
Leopold’s Sudan documentary comes home

Gathering Tent
11 a.m. Chicago Irish Pipers Club
12 p.m. Patrick Cannady
1 p.m. Kieran O’Hare
2 p.m. Pat Broaders
3 p.m. Sean Ryan
5 p.m. Kevin Henry
6 p.m. Coastal Rhythms: The Music And Spirit Of
Nova Scotia

Next Generation Stage:
11 a.m. Academy of Irish Music, Cu Roi, Farley
Masterton and Lillian Reasor, Hatfield Sisters, Irish
Music School, Shine Music School.
4:30 p.m. Athas
6 p.m. Vishten
7:30 p.m. Larkin and Moran Brothers

S u n d a y
The Mother’s Day Walk to Empower annual event
features a 5K run and one- and three-mile walks to
benefit the Breast Cancer Network of Strength.
After you cross the finish line, stick around for
refreshments and an awards ceremony. Check-in
begins at 6:30 a.m. and the event starts at 8. Grant
Park, 300 E. Roosevelt Rd. $25-$40, $12-$25 for
kids ages 14 and under. For more info, call 877-
963-7223 or visit walk.networkofstrength.org.

Take the Half Acre Beer Company tour and learn
about the brewer’s history and brewing process as
you sip samples of seasonal and year-round beers.
Free, but an RSVP is required at info@halfacre-
beer.com. 1 p.m., 4257 N. Lincoln Ave. For more
info, call 773-248-4038 or visit halfacrebeer.com.

For two decades running, Uptown Poetry Slam
has been the granddaddy of all poetry slams. The
evening includes an open mic (7 p.m.), scheduled
performers (8 p.m.), and a slam competition (9
p.m.), and is hosted by Marc Smith. Green Mill,
4802 N. Broadway. $6. For more info, call 773-
878-5552.

M o n d a y
Enjoy free general admission at the Field
Museum the second Monday of each month, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. 1400 S. Lake Shore Dr. For more info,
call 312-922-9410 or visit fieldmuseum.org.

T u e s d a y
The Federal Plaza Farmers Market is back, with
fresh produce, baked goods, flowers, cheese, and
more from local and regional vendors, including
Bleeding Heart Bakery. Tuesdays, 5/11-10/26, 7
a.m.-3 p.m., Federal Plaza Square, 219 S. Dearborn
St. Free. For more info, call 312-744-3315 or visit
explorechicago.org.

A rotating lineup of five or more stand-up comics
performs at the Chicago Underground Comedy
showcase. 9:30 p.m., Beat Kitchen, 2100 W.
Belmont Ave. $5. For tickets or more info, call 312-
719-5476 or visit chicagoundergroundcomedy.com.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 22 YEARS FROM HOME ON FLICKR
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StreetWise Theatre

World Premiere of The Gay American at Ruckus
Farce meets Docudrama at the Side Project Theatre starting May 16

The Ruckus Theater is making some noise with its upcoming world-premiere production of The Gay American
by Kristian O’Hare, directed by Ruckus Artistic Director Allison Shoemaker. Former New Jersey Gov. James
McGreevey returns to the stage in this funny and filthy retelling of the months and weeks leading to his fall
from power. Neal Starbird returns to The Ruckus as the disgraced politician, alongside a cast of Chicago theater
favorites and Ruckus regulars. 
Farce meets docudrama in this unblinking and provocative investigation of sex, politics and sexual politics.

We follow the rise and fall of former New Jersey Gov. James McGreevey (Starbird) through the impact it has on
those around him—his miserable daughter Morag (Stevie Chaddock), silently simmering wife Dina (Julie
Cowden), ambitious aide Golan (Joshua Davis) and an Everyman-like congressional page (Aaron Dean)—and
watch his carefully-crafted rising star go supernova in the crucible that is the American political theater.
The Gay American: A world premiere by Kristian O’Hare, May 16 – 19 & 23 – 26, at 7:30 p.m. at The Side

Project Theatre (1439 W. Jarvis Ave.). Tickets to The Gay American are $10 and may be purchased online at
RuckusTheater.org or by phone at 773.769.RCKS (7257).

Lelavision: Physical Music 
An instrument maker and a dancer, husband-and-wife team Ela Lamblin and Leah

Mann create breathtaking performances that combine art, music, and dance. Returning
after its sold-out performances in 2008, Seattle’s Lelavision presents a show combining
its best material with new works developed in partnership with scientists from Emory
University. Physical Music  showcases Lelavision’s stunning and singular musical
sculptures and its astonishing physicality.
This program is recommended for all ages. Running time is one hour.
The Saturday, May 15, 10 am program also includes a S'peek, or special behind-the-

scenes sneak peek, following the conclusion of the performance. This 45-minute session
will show audiences some of the details of the musical sculptures used in the program.
The S'peek is included in the ticket price for this show. 
Josephine Louis Theater at Northwestern University, 20 Arts Circle Drive Evanston, IL

60208 www.chicagohumanities.org Tickets: Adults: $11, Children: $5.
Thu, May. 6 10-11 a.m.; Fri, May. 7 10-11 a.m & 7-8 p.m.; Sat, May. 8 3-4 p.m. Mon,

May. 10 10-11 a.m; Wed, May. 12 10-11 a.m.; Thu, May. 13 10-11 a.m; Sat, May. 15
10-noon & 7-8 p.m.

My Brother’s Keeper at Black Ensemble Theatre
Witness Nicholas Brothers rise from street dancing, vaudeville to The Ed Sullivan Show

The Black Ensemble Theatre is presenting My Brother’s Keeper by Rueben Echoles. The show is based on the
life of the famous Nicholas Brothers. Echoles is an actor, playwright, dancer and choreographer. The show is
being produced and directed by the one and only Jackie Taylor.  I remember seeing the Nicholas Brothers on
The Ed Sullivan Show as well as in other variety shows of the past at the Chicago Theatre when the State,
Lake, Oriental and United Artist theaters staged shows as well as movies.
The show’s swing tunes will have your feet moving and there is even one original song that Taylor and

Echoles wrote for the show. You will hear such songs as My Kind of Town, I’ve Got Rhythm, Come Rain or Come
Shine and From This Moment On  to name a few.  Echoles plays Harold Nicholas and Rashawn Thompson is
Fayard Nicholas. The story takes us from the 1930's to the 1970's. Donald Barnes and Dawn Bless play their
mother and father. Melanie McCullough plays Geri, who is married to Fayard and who acts as narrator. Kylah
Williams plays the legendary Dorothy Dandridge, who was married to Harold.
The brothers grew up when the country was very segregated. When they were young the brothers would tap

dance on the streets and sidewalks with leaps and splits. They entertained vaudeville, theater and nightclub
audiences for years.  I urge you to see this show. You will remember the songs and leave the show singing
them. And if you were not around when the Nicholas Brothers were performing, you will wish you had been
there.  My Brother’s Keeper plays through May 30. For show times and reservations call 773/769-4451.
Tickets are $45 and are a bargain at that price.

—Richard Eisenhardt

SITES.GOOGLE.COM
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Cabrini Moms share hope
By Beshanda Spencer

StreeWise Contributor

T
heir meetings open with a prayer.
Each woman holds another’s hand
and forms a circle of trust, friend-
ship, and understanding. With
bowed heads, they give thanks and

praise. Everyone is then given the opportunity
to talk about her week.  At this particular meet-
ing, stories center on home-cooked meals and
grandchildren. The women smile upon hearing
each other’s memories. 
Everyone except Deborah Hope.
She couldn’t hold back her tears. She’d lost

three family members on a violent weekend in
Chicago during which 40 people were shot.
While others were spending time with their
families, she was planning funerals for hers, a
task all too familiar to this particular circle of
friends.
The atmosphere in the classroom at Jenner

Elementary Academy of the Arts, which serves
as the weekly meeting place for Cabrini
Mothers in Power, changed. Each mother sud-
denly focused on Deborah.
Some zeroed in on her story, while others

looked past her, perhaps remembering when
they buried their own child. Several summoned
their inner strength to fight back tears. Others
simply shook their heads in frustration. They’d
heard similar stories—and lived through

them—far too many times.
With red eyes and puffy cheeks, Deborah

captivated her peers. But it wasn’t her agony
that took center stage—it was her strength.
Even in despair she had hope. In weakness she
exuded strength.
Then, with a swoop of her right arm across

her face, Deborah wiped it all away and
declared, “I’m ready to fight. I found what I’m
fighting for. I’ve buried over half of my family to
violence. Good has to come from my pain.”
And just like that, it was time to work.
Cabrini Mothers in Power is a group of

women who meet in the Near North Side pub-
lic housing project to take responsibility for
their community.  There is an array of matriarchs
in this group: old-school mothers whose chil-
dren had to be home before the streetlights
came on, grandmothers who share wisdom
with their children and their children’s chil-
dren, and new mothers who absorb every bit of
knowledge they can from the group.
Each mother’s individual story has brought

her here.  The women have experienced losses
that no mother should ever know. Each one has
a special gift for loving others, and they contin-
ue to love despite their pain.� 
Ironically, Deborah organized a Day of Peace

for the community just last summer.  Tired of
the violence and everyday struggles, she

wanted to help her neighbors “get away from it
all, even if just for a day.”  She used her resources
to get local companies to donate food, and the
Jesse White Tumblers performed. Deborah can’t
remember anyone being shot that day.  She
plans to do it again this summer.

Treyonda Towns brought the community
together after a violent relationship ended her
daughter’s life. Towns organized a community
vigil for healing so that her daughter’s light and
others “may always shine.”

These mothers have managed to channel
their pain and deposit their nurturing nature
back into the community—no small feat. Some
members of the Cabrini group joined other
groups and participated in a prayer walk; every
morning at 6:55 a.m. they walked around the
Jenner school and prayed for the safety of their
children. 
When it became apparent that minority

students were being suspended at a higher rate
than others under Chicago Public Schools’ zero-
tolerance policy, the Cabrini group joined a
number of community activists and organiza-
tions and championed a cause to change the
language of the policy and find alternate
solutions.
One solution came in the form of restorative

justice. This program encourages authorities to
take a deeper look into why a child misbehaves
and find options other than immediately dis-
missing him or her from school. 
Through the Chicago Housing Authority’s

Plan for Transformation, most of the mothers
in the Cabrini group were relocated to mixed-
income apartments.  Some have moved as far
as the South Side. But home is where the heart
is. Their blood and tears enrich Cabrini’s soil.
The memories of lost loved ones surround

the area, so the women leave their new apart-
ments with fancy landscaping and modern
architecture and return to a place the rest of
the world wants to forget, a place plagued by
violence and seemingly destined for doom.
This room of mothers will change that.

Nothing is more powerful than a mother’s
love, and that love will stop at nothing to keep
the children of Cabrini safe.

I’m ready to fight. I

found what I’m fighting

for. I’ve buried over half

of my family to violence.

Good has to come from

my pain.

—Deborah Hope, Cabrini Mother

“Pictured: (from left)

Ericka Moore, Deborah

Hope,  Anita Walker

Pictured: (from left)

Dinah Towns, mother

Treyonda Towns, &

Diamond Towns
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By Beshanda Spencer

StreeWise Contributor

J
ermaine Banks just wants the basics.
He wants a place to live. He wants his
younger siblings to live in the same
city as he does. He wants his mother
to be a part of his life. His wants are

.         what so many of us take for granted. 
Banks’s father is deceased, and because of a

drug addiction, his mother isn’t a part of his life.
His younger siblings live in Decatur with rela-
tives. Banks didn’t graduate from high school
because he spent the last part of his senior year
in jail. Just eight months after being released, he
found himself in jail again. At 19 years old, he’s
twice been convicted of a felony. His prospects
for finding a job were dim, his future bleak. He
was on the road to becoming another statistic. 
After being released from jail the second

time, Banks called Danette King and asked for
help. When no one else would, she answered
the call. King is the founder of Young Creative
Minds, an organization that helps low-income
children achieve their goals by providing lead-
ership, community service opportunities, and
tutoring. She knows firsthand what it’s like to
be lost in the world.  Although she had a place
to live when she was growing up, she was being
abused and raped, so she ran away several
times.
“I didn’t get the adequate amount of love, so

I wanted to create something to let these kids
know that there’s someone who’s been through
difficult times,” King said, “and if you have [too],
you can still be successful.” 
YCM was started with a $5,000 grant from

the Austin Safety Network Coalition through
Westside Health Authority in 2007. King adver-
tised by placing flyers in local grocery stores.
Five kids joined.  Because of the work the group
has accomplished since then, the annual grant
amount was increased to $25,000 this year.
Banks was one of the five kids who joined

YCM when it began, and was an active member
until his incarceration. “At first I didn’t see how
simple things like cleaning the neighborhood
helped me,” he said. “I hid things from Danette.
I didn’t want her to know that I was drinking,
smoking, and doing bad things.”  
After being released from jail, Banks felt like

he “had to make up for the things I did. Danette
believed in me, and I didn’t want to let her
down. I want to be successful.” 

Banks became an active member of YCM
again. This time he was honest. He does odd
jobs at local stores for money, and he takes full
advantage of every opportunity provided by
YCM. 
“He not only cleans up the community with

us, he champions the community,” King said.
“He tutors the kids that need it. He helps with a
lot of office work. I’ve never seen a young man
as determined as he is.”
King joins the 27 kids who are now actively

involved in YCM. The majority of them came in
with low grades, but through the organization’s
tutoring program they’ve improved. 
“They raise their own grades, then they help

tutor others,” King said.  The kids are given
stipends to keep them encouraged, but the
learning doesn’t stop with that immediate pay-
ment. “Half of what they make must be put into
a savings account for college.” 
Once they enter college—“and I believe they

will all get accepted into college”—King says
she plans to find a corporate sponsor to match
what they’ve saved. Currently, four kids have
worked their way up to the dean’s list.
The kids are King’s world. She’s the mother

that some of them never had. She provides the
encouragement they need, the support they
long for, and the activities that keep them off
the streets. 
“I think more of those kids than I do of

myself,” King said. “I want so much for them. I
believe in them all.”
Banks sees a career as a rap artist as his way

out. King pays for the studio where he records
his music. 
“When he called me I promised him that I’d

help him make it,” she said. “I told him if he
stayed positive and off the streets I’d give my all

to make sure he succeeds.” Banks now has eight
(curse-free) songs completed. King also allows
him to perform at the community events he
participates in.
Most recently, for example, he was the closing

act at the annual YCM Spelling Bee, inspired by
the 2006 movie Akeelah and the Bee. As each
kid took center stage, the sparkle in King’s eyes
shined brighter.  But when Banks took control
of the stage, it was like a volcanic eruption—his
presence was monumental. The crowd was
instantly on their feet, and cameras flew from
their pockets so they could capture the
moment.
The flashes took Banks to another place. He

was comfortable. He was home. “She’s like a
mother to me,” he said of King. “She takes the
time to listen to me. She believes in me. I don’t
know where I’d be without her.”

Young Creative Minds offers a hand up
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By Shannon McFarland

StreetWise Contributor

M
ore than two years after a devas-
tating fire tore through its hous-
ing facility for homeless teen
mothers, New Moms Inc. is
making plans for a new build-

ing. The organization announced its plans on
April 29, one week before Mother’s Day. The
facility will be built in the Austin neighbor-
hood, at 5327 W. Chicago Ave.
The president and CEO of New Moms,

Audalee McLoughlin, said construction will
start this fall after demolition of the former 15th
District police station, which has relocated to
West Madison Avenue.  The building will pro-
vide space for all of the organization’s programs
and double its Cooperative Living program so it
can house up to 40 young mothers and 50 chil-
dren. The young women and their children will
be allowed to stay for up to two years. 
Last year there were 867 young mothers in

Chicago who were homeless or in need of
housing, McLoughlin said. Right now there are
only 28 beds for these young mothers in the
city, 20 of which are provided through New
Moms. With funding from the city, Illinois chari-
table tax credits, and many donations, New
Moms is just $1 million short of the $11 million
needed to complete the facility. McLoughlin
said 37th Ward alderman Emma Mitts has been
very welcoming to New Moms and recognizes

the need for it in her community.
Accidentally sparked by repair work, the

March 2008 fire severely damaged the nonprof-
it’s supportive housing facility in Humboldt
Park that housed 20 moms and 30 children.
New Moms was the subject of a StreetWise
cover story in its 2008 Mother’s Day issue. 
Fortunately, no one was hurt in the fire, and

with immediate help from donors and volun-
teers, services for young families at New Moms
suffered no disruptions. The families were
moved to rented apartments at Circle Urban
Ministries, and the fire-damaged building was
sold later that year. 
New Moms serves a population that is highly

at-risk.  According to its web site, “Most often,
participants arrive at New Moms with nothing
more than a baby in their arms and a trash bag
full of their belongings.” Most have no perma-

nent home, have never had a job, and live in
extreme poverty. The women who receive
assistance are between the ages of 13 and 21,
with children five years old or younger. Many of
the teen mothers have a history as victims of
abuse, neglect, sexual exploitation, or domestic
violence.
Their children grow up in an environment

that leaves them in dire need of help. Without it,
there’s an 80 percent chance they’ll continue
the cycle of poverty they were raised in; the
children are more likely to be abused, neglect-
ed, or abandoned, receive remedial education,
drop out of school, and have serious health
problems. With programs for outreach, New
Moms helps young mothers develop parenting
skills, provides basic school readiness skills for
their young children, and assists the women in
preparing for careers.

New housing
for New Moms
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The Playground

You can send Eugene your questions at 1201 W. Lake, Chicago,
IL, 60607 or e-mail him at supreme_eugene@yahoo.com.

Crossword

Difficulty: Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Need to post a legal

notice or a classi-

fied ad?

Contact us at 

advertising@ street-

wise.org

or 312.829.2526

Deadline: must sub-

mit 3 Mondays prior

to desired publica-

tion date.

StreetWise publish-

es every Wednesday

Ask Eugene
“ a l l  t h e  b r i l l i a n c e  
t h a t  w i l l  f i t ”

Dear Eugene:
What Looney Toons character would you be?

Foghorn Leghorn
Dear Foghorn,
Well, a-see here, I think that everyone wants to be Bugs

Bunny. He’s got the right quip and plan for any situation no
matter if he’s facing Martians, giants, over-caffeinated con-
federates, knights, or his classic nemesis, Elmer Fudd.  He’s
an imaginative quick-change artist with his own set of
applied physics and always ends up on top, plus he looks
much younger that he really is (he turns 70 this year).
Your question is what character I would be (Bugs), but the

character I am much closer to is Daffy Duck.  I’m full of blus-
ter and like to pretend I’m in control and have a plan. I rarely
achieve my mission, but my journey is surreal and entertain-
ing enough to distract me.  There have been many times
where my temper has caused a proverbial piano to fall on
my head, but that won’t stop me from trying to immediately
do the same thing eight times in a row. On the other hand, I
would like to think I don’t spit continually.
I would least like to be Porky Pig. He never seems to have

a handle on things, and when he get scared (often) giant
beads of sweat leap out of his face, which freaks me out.
Other classic Loony Toons characters to choose from:

Elmer Fudd, Sylvester, Tweety, Marvin the Martian, Taz, Wile
E. Coyote and Road Runner, Foghorn Leghorn, Yosemite Sam,
Pepé Le Pew, and Speedy Gonzales.

Sudoku
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Meet: Michael Labrie
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The street is hard,

and people are

skeptical. I’ve

stood out there in

the pouring rain

and blinding snow,

my philosophy

being [that] if my

customers had to

go to work then so

did I.

“

15

Vendor realizes his potential
Reprinted from The Contributor

(Nashville, Tennessee)

“I’ve had periods of homelessnessthroughout my adult life and periods
while I was still a teen.  As a teenager I

stayed with my older sister and also with
friends. I’ve battled alcoholism from the age of
13.  I cut school 135 days out of 158 my fresh-
man year of high school and failed dismally,
with straight zeros.  I did, however, have some
inspirational people in my life, including teach-
ers, and resolved to graduate no matter what...
I somehow graduated on time, making up the
lost year, and felt proud.
“Every time I left a school my English teacher

would comment about losing his favorite
writer. These comments touched me, and I
endeavored to learn more, read more, and write
more. However, the alcoholism I battled was
horrendous. I sank deeper into myself and
became more and more angry. I was hurting
everyone I loved and who loved me.  I constant-
ly obsessed about it and hated myself to the
point I couldn’t look in a mirror. I was very sick.
“Throughout my life I’ve had good people

step up and try to help me. They just didn’t
know I had to do it myself.  The one thing they
did do is keep me alive until I was able to do so.
My health had deteriorated out of neglect, as
well as my dental condition. My self-esteem was
at an all-time low. In my life I’ve seen the inside
of mental health institutions, detox programs,
and hospitals dozens of times, the last time
being over 15 years ago.  Although I have
experienced some setbacks, I’ve made great
strides and continue to be vigilant. I don’t think
I’m a complainer—I’ve been touched by some
blessed people.
“When I came to Nashville I knew before-

hand I would be homeless. I was going to be

homeless anyway, but I felt I needed to move
where it would be warm. I found Nashville on
my way to Florida.
“I’d never heard of a street newspaper before

The Contributor. I saw the vendors and
thought to myself, ‘how could they be doing
that?’ Out of curiosity, I went to a vendor orien-
tation one day and decided to give it a try. It
seemed a bit goofy to me, but I signed up.
“Nobody puts on a sign and becomes an

immediate success. The street is hard, and peo-
ple are skeptical. I’ve stood out there in the
pouring rain and blinding snow, my philosophy
being [that] if my customers had to go to work
then so did I. I didn’t want a handout, I
wanted a hand up. I started writing for The
Contributor and letting my customers know
when I had an article in [an] issue so they
would be sure to take the paper.  I met more of
the staff and the behind-the-scenes people and
grew very fond of them.
“I lived in a tent throughout the winter.

Everyone made me feel I was home—I didn’t
need four walls and a roof. I was given so many
presents during Christmas time I had no hope
of toting them off to my tent. They were piling
up on the sidewalk! Even a captain from the
local police department bought me a nice coat.
“I have subsidized housing now and a dentist,

who is also a new friend—[he’s] giving me my
smile back. The Contributor has given more
than a way out—it has given me a way of life I
don’t want to lose.  Everything I have is owed to
that paper.
“If there’s anything I could say to other

vendors throughout this world, it’s this: be hon-
est, be yourself, and become involved with your
paper.”

© Street News Service: www.street-
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